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Preface

Urban water bodies have historically been integral to the ecological, social, and cultural
fabric of Indian cities. In water-scarce regions such as Jodhpur, lakes, ponds, stepwells,
and wetlands evolved as carefully managed systems that enabled communities to cope
with uncertainty, store water, recharge aquifers, moderate floods, and sustain
livelihoods. Over time, however, rapid urbanisation, unplanned land-use change,
encroachment, pollution, catchment degradation, weak institutional coordination, and
increasing climate variability have significantly undermined the health and functionality
of these water bodies. As a result, many have become disconnected from their natural
inflows, burdened with untreated wastewater and solid waste, and addressed through
fragmented, short-term interventions that fail to secure lasting outcomes.

This compendium responds to these challenges by repositioning Jodhpur's water bodies
as critical urban commons and climate assets, rather than residual spaces or isolated
projects. It brings together the histories of public water bodies in Jodhpur as narrated by
the communities who have lived alongside them for generations. These residents have
witnessed multiple transformations over time, changes in physical form, patterns of use,
and social and cultural significance. They have seen water bodies shift from collectively
cared-for community resources to government-owned assets, and from primary sources
of water to neglected spaces in an era dominated by taps and alternative water sources.
Through these voices, the compendium documents lived experiences, memories, and
everyday relationships that are rarely captured in formal records.

Drawing on local assessments and sustained community engagement, the compendium
seeks to support planning and action that are context-specific, inclusive, and sustainable
over time.

The analytical lens guiding this compendium is the SECURe (Strengthening and
Enhancing Contextual Urban Resilience) Framework. SECURe provides a structured
approach to urban water body rejuvenation by emphasising sustainability, equity,
convergence, systems understanding, and resilience. Together, these dimensions respond
directly to the challenges observed in Jodhpur, where technical solutions have often been
pursued without sufficient attention to social inclusion, institutional coordination, or
long-term operation and maintenance.

The compendium offers important directions for the preparation of the City Water
Action Plan (CWAP) under the Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation
(AMRUT) 2.0, which recognises water body rejuvenation as a cornerstone of urban water
security, flood mitigation, and climate resilience. Central to this effort is the recognition
that rejuvenation is not only a technical exercise, but also a social and institutional
process. In line with the AMRUT—GESI 2.0 Guidelines, the compendium foregrounds
gender equality and social inclusion as essential to sustainable water governance.
Women and residents of informal settlements often experience the most severe impacts
of water scarcity, flooding, and environmental degradation, yet their voices remain
underrepresented in planning and decision-making. Integrating a GESI lens helps ensure
that rejuvenation efforts enhance safety, accessibility, participation, and dignity, and
that benefits are equitably distributed.



This compendium is intended as a practical and accessible resource for urban local body
officials, elected representatives, planners, community organisations, Self-Help Groups,
and civil society actors working in Jodhpur. It may be used to inform planning and DPR
preparation under AMRUT 2.0, support participatory and inclusive processes in line with
GESI principles, and strengthen coordination across institutions and stakeholders. It is
not a prescriptive manual, but a guiding document to be adapted, updated, and
strengthened through learning and practice.

By integrating national missions with local realities, this compendium seeks to
contribute to a shared vision for Jodhpur, one in which water bodies are restored as
living systems, climate resilience is strengthened, and urban development is inclusive,
sustainable, and community centered.
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Celebrating Jodhpur’s Water
Heritage

On 21 February 2026, Participatory Research in Asia (PRIA), in collaboration with the
Jodhpur Municipal Corporation, with the support of the International Institute for
Environment and Development (lIED), conducted an awareness building session for
school students of Jodhpur, focusing on the importance of traditional water bodies and
the need to maintain them well. The session was followed by a drawing competition on
the same topic. The winning entries are displayed here.
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Introduction and Background

Rooted in centuries of ecological wisdom,
Rajasthan’s traditional water bodies reflect a
deep community-led understanding of
scarcity, climate, and survival in an arid
landscape. Focusing on Jodhpur, this
compendium documents how lakes, baodis,
and jhalras continue to shape the city’s
ecology, culture, and collective memory.

Rajasthan is a land defined by its climate and landscape —
an arid region where water has always shaped civilisation,
culture, architecture, and survival. Stretching across the
western part of India, the state receives some of the lowest
rainfall in the country. Its climate is characterised by
extreme heat, low humidity, erratic monsoons, and long dry
spells that leave landscapes parched for most of the year
(Mundetia & Sharma, 2015).

In this vast semi-arid and arid terrain, water has never been
taken for granted. Instead, it has been nurtured carefully,
harvested strategically, and woven into the fabric of daily
living through the creation of ingenious traditional water
systems. These systems — talaabs, baodis, jhalras and
naadis — were not merely physical structures but
expressions of a sophisticated ecological intelligence that
communities honed through centuries of living in harmony
with their environment.




Rajasthan’s traditional water bodies were built with a deep
understanding of the natural contours of the land, the
movement of rainwater, and the geology beneath the
surface (Nair & Bithoo, 2025). Large lakes captured
rainwater and served as municipal lifelines. Baodis and
jhalras — the iconic stepwells, provided long-term storage
and access throughout changing seasons. Their form was
as much functional as it was artistic. They were designed to
keep water cool, to allow easy descent even as water levels
fluctuated, and to offer a microclimate that brought relief
from the searing heat (Kumawat, Matwa, Anand, Gupta, &
Sapre, 2023; Jandaghian & Colombo, 2024). These water
bodies stood as physical reminders of a worldview that
understood water as priceless, requiring collective
responsibility and thoughtful management.

Within this broader context lies the city of Jodhpur — one of
Rajasthan’s most culturally rich and historically layered
cities. Over generations, Jodhpur has built a network of
water bodies that sustained the city over centuries.

Each water body — large or small — has a history. Some
were created by kings or governors as acts of public
service; others were built by local communities or religious
leaders to support daily needs or ritual practices. Many are
closely tied to temples, shrines and mosques, reflecting the
intertwined nature of water, culture, and the sacred. Even
today, they continue to shape local microclimates, influence
settlement patterns, and hold deep emotional associations
for the people who live around them.

This compendium brings together the stories, histories,
present conditions, and community relationships of a
selection of public water bodies in Jodhpur. It is an effort to
understand not only the structures themselves but the lived
realities and memories that have kept them alive across
generations.




Aim and Purpose

This compendium has been created with a clear purpose: to document, celebrate, and critically
reflect on the water heritage of Jodhpur. At a time when climate change is intensifying water
scarcity, heat waves, and urban flooding, it is more important than ever to acknowledge, conserve,
and revive traditional water systems. The water bodies captured in this compendium represent
only a small portion of Jodhpur's hydrological heritage, yet they offer invaluable insights into how
people relate to water, how communities adapt, and how local knowledge can support
environmental resilience.

Building a database of public water bodies in Jodhpur

The first aim of this compendium is to develop a clear, accessible database of public water bodies
within Jodhpur city. Many of these structures — especially the smaller baodis and jhalras — are
undocumented or under-documented. Official records often overlook them, and modern
infrastructure planning does not always recognise their relevance. By cataloguing their
coordinates, dimensions, conditions, and local significance, this compendium fills an important
information gap. It provides a foundation for conservation efforts, policy discussions, and
community-based initiatives focused on urban water sustainability.

Bringing out local histories and memories

Every water body has a story, and these stories have been preserved most faithfully by the
communities living closest to them. Through oral histories, remembered anecdotes, and
generational knowledge, residents recall how these structures were once used, celebrated,
protected, or feared. In many cases, community members are the only sources of information
about the origin, construction, or historical uses of the water bodies. This compendium documents
these memories with care so that they are not lost — stories of water scarcity, rituals, rules, social
gatherings, and the daily routines that once revolved around these structures.




Understanding community-water relationships

The compendium places strong emphasis on people’s lived experiences. Instead of treating these
water bodies as isolated structural artifacts, it explores how they have shaped and been shaped
by community interaction. Residents speak of how they fetched water, bathed, washed clothes,
performed rituals, or simply found solace at the steps of these baodis and jhalras. The narratives
reveal shifting relationships — how the introduction of piped water reduced dependence, how fear
of accidents led to restricted access, how neglect changed attitudes, and yet how emotional
connections to these places persist.

Documenting the community’s vision for their water bodies

Perhaps the most compelling aspect of the compendium is the community’s vision for the future.
People express desires for cleanliness, restoration, regular maintenance, safety measures,
beautification, and renewed use — ideas that reflect both practicality and hope. Some imagine their
baodi becoming a backup water source; others want it to be a clean, peaceful space for
gatherings; many simply want it respected again. These visions are deeply significant, because
sustainable water management must be grounded in the aspirations of those who live closest to
the resource.

Highlighting the ecological and climate role of traditional water bodies

One of the major purposes of this compilation is to show how these stories collectively point to a
larger truth: traditional water bodies are not relics of the past — they are climate infrastructure.

The water bodies:

-store rainwater, reducing dependency on external sources such as distant dams

-recharge groundwater, which is critical in a region suffering sharp declines

-prevent flooding by capturing runoff during heavy monsoons

-moderate temperature, creating cooling effects in dense urban areas

-support biodiversity, from fish to birds to plant life

-create shaded, cooler microclimates that reduce heat stress for nearby residents

When we look at these structures through a climate lens, they emerge as powerful tools for urban
resilience. The local stories captured in this compendium show how communities intuitively
understand this value, even if they use different words to describe it.

Alignment with AMRUT 2.0 Operational Guidelines

The Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT) 2.0 operational guidelines
underscore the importance of community participation in water management, with particular
emphasis on the involvement of women’s self-help groups (SHGs) and youth. The guidelines also
highlight the need for capacity building of citizens, including women and SHG members, to enable
their active and informed engagement in planning, implementation, and monitoring of water-
related initiatives.

In addition, the scheme mandates the preparation of City Water Action Plans (CWAPSs), which
serve as strategic frameworks for sustainable urban water management. Within CWAPs, the
rejuvenation of water bodies and the development of green spaces are identified as priority
sectors, recognising their critical role in enhancing water security, ecological resilience, and urban
livability (Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs, 2021).




Methodology

The process of creating this compendium involved a participatory, community-centred research
approach. Rather than relying solely on official data or technical surveys, it builds on the voices,
experiences, and knowledge of the people who live around the water bodies.

Identification of public water bodies

Researchers mapped and identified public water bodies across Jodhpur city
through a combination of satellite imagery, municipal records, and field exploration.
Priority was given to water bodies located within densely populated or historically
important parts of the city, especially those whose community connections
remained strong or whose histories were undocumented.

Training women from self-help groups

Local residents were placed at the centre of this initiative, recognising that
meaningful documentation and conservation of water bodies must be rooted in
community knowledge.

In this context, we worked closely with a group of women from local self-help
groups in Jodhpur. As residents of the city, these women brought with them a deep familiarity of
neighbourhoods, social networks, and everyday water-related practices. Their presence helped
build trust and credibility, enabling smoother and more open engagement with community
members.

They acted as a vital bridge between the project team and the local community. They facilitated
introductions, helped identify key knowledge holders, and created an enabling environment for
conversations around water bodies. Their involvement ensured that community members felt
heard and respected, rather than merely studied.

In addition to their role as community
connectors, the women were trained
in participatory research methods and
tools. This included learning how to
document oral histories, observe
everyday interactions around water
bodies and use participatory tools
such as historical timelines and
spatial resource mapping. Through
this process, they actively contributed
to gathering stories, memories, and
locally held knowledge related to
Jodhpur’s water systems.

Rather than being passive participants, they emerged as co-researchers, shaping both the
process and the insights generated. Their engagement strengthened the quality and depth of the
documentation and built local capacity for future community-led research and conservation
efforts.



Training Students

College students from Jai Narain Vyas University, Jodhpur were engaged as an
integral part of the research process and were trained in participatory tools and
methods. The training focused on equipping them to engage respectfully and
meaningfully with communities, using the principles of participatory research.
Students were introduced to the concept of community as a living, dynamic entity,
and to the importance and relevance of local knowledge in understanding water
bodies and their histories.

The training also covered practical skills such as facilitating group discussions, conducting
informal conversations, and documenting information in ways that capture both factual details and
lived experiences. Emphasis was placed on listening, observation, and ethical engagement,
helping students learn how to create spaces where community members could share their
memories, concerns, and insights freely.

Through this process, students developed a deeper and more nuanced understanding of
Jodhpur’'s water bodies. Their learning went beyond technical or infrastructural aspects to include
social histories, cultural practices, everyday interactions, and emotional relationships that
communities have with these spaces. This shift in perspective enabled students to view water
bodies not merely as physical structures, but as living systems shaped by people, practices, and
collective memory.

Participatory fieldwork with communities

For each water body, extensive field visits were conducted. The team spent time
speaking with local residents — elders, women, youth, shopkeepers, devotees at
religious sites, and long-term neighbours — to gather information. Participation was
voluntary and conversational, allowing community members to guide the narrative.
This helped deepen understanding of not only the technical features of the
structures but also their emotional and cultural meanings.

Use of participatory mapping tools

Participatory tools such as community mapping, historical timelines, and resource
mapping were used. Residents sketched the history of the water body, changes
over time, sources of water, patterns of use, and local landmarks. These visual
tools made it easier to reconstruct forgotten details and capture the collective
memory of the locality.

Compilation and interpretation

The collected information was organised into a uniform structure: introduction,
history, physical features, present condition, cultural practices, ecological profile,
community knowledge, and community vision. Photographs, local quotes, maps,
and descriptive accounts were carefully integrated to provide a comprehensive
picture of each water body.




Guide to the Compendium

Understanding Jodhpur’s traditional water bodies

This compendium brings together detailed profiles of a range of traditional public water bodies
found across Jodhpur. Water bodies that are privately owned or lie outside of the limits of the
municipal corporation have not been covered. While each water body has its own unique history,
form, and relationship with the surrounding community, they broadly fall into a few commonly
found typologies that have evolved in response to Rajasthan’s arid climate and water needs. This
section serves as a guide to help readers understand these different kinds of water bodies and the
terminology used throughout the compendium.

The compendium includes four types of traditional water structures:

Kuan is a traditional well. Wells are deep structures, dug into the ground to
KUAN access underground water. Traditionally water was drawn from the well
manually, using a bucket or some other type of container.

Baodi is a general term for stepwells in Rajasthan. While they are not as deep
as traditional wells, they are designed to minimise evaporation, thus allowing
them to hold water for a long time. The main source of their water is the
subterranean seepage from lakes. Stepwells are typically composed of two
main elements: a deep vertical well that holds the water, and a series of
sloping underground corridors, chambers, and stepped pathways built around
it to allow access.

BAODI

These are stepwells that were often used for community bathing and religious

]HALRA rites. They usually have steps on three or four sides of the structure to access
the water. Their major source of water is the rainwater runoff (Agarwal &
Narain, 1997).

A talaab is a surface water body — basically a pond or large reservoir
constructed in natural depressions or valleys (Agarwal & Narain, 1997). They

TALAAB were often constructed on community lands, using lime masonry walls on the
sides and soil as the filling material between the walls. The water was mostly
used for drinking as well as irrigation (C.P.R. Environmental Education Centre,
2024).

A lake is a relatively large body of water that occupies an inland basin of

LAKE considerable size. They are much bigger than ponds, with water that may
move slowly or be standing. Geologically, they are temporary bodies of water
(Britannica, 2025).



Naadis are small, shallow village ponds, for harvesting rainwater. They may
be excavated or embanked and can store water for a few months to round the

NAADI year. Villagers often rely on their experience to select sites for making naadis.
(Need and Concept of Integrated Water Management, 2008; Sharma & Joshi,
1981; Jindal, 2022)

A kund is a covered underground tank designed mainly for the purpose of
drinking water supply. Kunds are more common in the western and arid

KUND regions of Rajasthan where the limited groundwater was moderately to highly
salty. In these circumstances, kunds provided clean and sweet drinking water.
(National Water Mission, 2022)

Each profile in the compendium documents key information about the water body, including its
location, type, historical background, present condition, and relationship with the surrounding
community. Wherever possible, physical details such as approximate size and depth have been
recorded to provide a sense of scale and storage capacity. However, it is important to note that all
depth measurements mentioned in this compendium are indicative and approximate, as no
technical instruments or formal surveys were available during the documentation process. These
measurements are based on community inputs and visual observations and should be read as
estimates rather than precise figures.

Together, the profiles aim to offer not just a technical description of Jodhpur’'s water bodies, but a
holistic understanding of their cultural, social, and ecological significance. By reading them
alongside this guide, we hope readers will be better equipped to appreciate both the diversity of
water structures documented and the shared wisdom that underpins them.




Arjun Naadi

Types of Water body: Naadi (Rain-fed pond)

Coordinates: Latitude 26.300087° N, Longitude 73.00642° E
Ward No.: 19

Landmark: Near the cremation ground, Adarsh Meghwal Basti

Arjun Naadi

1. Introduction and Geographic Context

Arjun Naadi is located in Adarsh Meghwal Basti near the cremation ground in Ward No.
19 of Jodhpur city, within the Chandpol-Sursagar zone. It is a traditional rain-fed nadi
situated in a hilly terrain and surrounded by natural rock formations, making it suitable for
rainwater collection. The nadi lies close to a Shiva temple and the samadhis (memorials)
of Arjun Maharaj and other saints, giving it strong religious and cultural associations.

The structure is enclosed by stone masonry walls made from locally quarried stone, and
one side has a gated entry. Historically, Arjun Naadi formed an important part of the
traditional water system of this densely inhabited area.

2. Historical Background and Community Memory
According to local residents and ashram-associated communities, Arjun Naadi was
constructed around 100 years ago by the local saint Arjun Ji Maharaj. As this location

also served as his residence and spiritual centre, the area came to be known as Arjun
Ashram, and the nadi was named after him.



Elders recalled that Arjun Maharaj personally ensured the cleanliness and protection of
the water body. Strict norms were followed to prevent pollution, and open defecation near
the naadi was not allowed.

Elder resident shared:

“gget Ut agd AT g1 ATl S1SfH HERIST WS 39! @I awd & 3R et aht 5@ e
FeA T & A1”

(Earlier the water was very clean. Arjun Maharaj himself looked after it and did not
allow anyone to pollute it.)

These memories highlight the strong ethical relationship between water, faith, and
community discipline in the past.

3. Structural Features and Water Architecture
Arjun Naadi is an irregularly shaped water body with uneven sides, developed within a
natural rocky depression. The surrounding rock formations help channel rainwater directly

into the nadi. Stone masonry walls reinforce the structure and prevent soil erosion.

The depth varies between 15 and 20 feet, allowing it to store monsoon water effectively
despite its relatively compact surface area.

3.1 Technical Specifications

Type Naadi (Rain-fed pond)

Shape Irregular with uneven sides

Approximate Size 12-18 meters

Depth 4—-6 meters

Water Source Rainfall and hill-slope runoff




4. Hydrology and Water Behaviour

Arjun Naadi is entirely dependent on rainfall. Water flows into it from the surrounding hill
slopes during the monsoon season. The naadi generally retains water until late summer,
but by June the water level reduces significantly and often dries up.

In earlier decades, better catchment conditions and lower population pressure allowed
the nadi to retain cleaner water for longer durations. Today, increased pollution and
altered land use have affected water quality and retention.

5. Past Uses and Social Functions

Historically, Arjun Naadi served multiple everyday and religious purposes. It provided
drinking water to local residents and ashram dwellers, supported daily domestic activities,
irrigated nearby trees and plants, and met the water needs of livestock and birds.

The naadi was also used for religious and social rituals, including bathing after cremation
ceremonies and other spiritual practices.

Ashram-associated resident shared:

STSH o T uget st 7€) a1 ur=it iR ok enfefer ferarert & e sxdwTer v |
(“Earlier, people living in the ashram used this nadi’s water for drinking and for
religious rituals.”)

6. Cultural and Community Significance

Arjun Naadi continues to hold cultural significance due to its association with saints,
temples, and ritual practices. Activities such as deepdaan, Ganpati visarjan, ritual bathing
after funerals, and worship on saints’ death anniversaries were traditionally performed
here.

For the local community, the naadi represents a shared spiritual and historical identity.
A woman resident shared:

“3ret ft g A1 gAR fAg sme ik arel @ S g8 e @, W & g9 urt o iR
A gl TEIl”

(Even today this nadi is a place connected with faith and memories, even though
its water is no longer fit for drinking.)



7. Present Condition and Emerging Concerns

At present, the Arjun Naadi suffers from pollution due to waste inflow from the
surrounding hilly area. Water quality has deteriorated because of solid waste, plastic, and
ritual materials. As a result, the water is no longer used for drinking.

Currently, the naadi’'s water is used mainly for construction-related work, irrigation, and
limited domestic purposes. Access remains difficult due to its location in a hilly area.

8. Challenges and Conservation Issues
Major challenges include:

« Pollution from plastic waste and ritual offerings

» Algae growth and stagnant water conditions

« Degraded stone embankments

« Lack of regular cleaning and desilting

« Uncontrolled growth of shrubs around the nadi
 Limited access and absence of protective measures

Elder resident shared:

“31q TiEft ge & urH iR g 8T @1, STafd uget a@) urit &R R Srar Un|”
(Now due to increased pollution the water is not drinkable, whereas earlier this
same water served all needs.)

9. Conservation Priorities and Structural Needs

« Regular cleaning and desilting of the nadi

« Repair and strengthening of stone embankments

« Protection and demarcation of the catchment area

« Waste control and restriction on dumping of ritual materials

« Community awareness through religious and cultural programmes

« Involvement of local residents and ashram committees in maintenance



Bagad Bawdi Talab (Dhya Sagar)

Types of Water body: Pond
Coordinates: 26.30806, 73.03290
Ward No.: 85

Landmark: Kalal Colony

Bagad Bawdi Talaab

1. Introduction and Geographic Context

Bagar Bawdi Talaab, locally also known as Dhya Sagar, is located in Ward No. 85 of
Jodhpur city. It is a traditional rain-fed talaab (pond) situated in an area of strong religious
and cultural importance, with deep community faith associated with the site. The pond
forms part of the traditional water landscape of Jodhpur and historically supported both
travellers and local settlements.

The pond is spread across a large area and lies close to the religious site Shri Hari Om
Dham, further enhancing its cultural and spiritual significance within the locality.

2. Historical Background and Community Memory
According to local knowledge and historical references, the area around Bagar Bawdi
Talaab was developed during the reign of Maharaja Abhay Singh of Jodhpur (1724-1749

CE). Due to its location along the historic Kath—Kordiya route, the site functioned as an
important halt for travellers, where water availability was essential.



Local narratives suggest that the pond was named after a dhay (wet nurse) of the
Jodhpur royal family, who played a significant role in the care of royal children. Because
of this association, the pond is also-known as Dhya Sagar.

Shared by an Elder Resident:

“q ATATd ehT AT ASTURER il 41T & 9T U= UST UT, 3R Ugd gg g™l 3k ugl g
arelt 241 & g aga Ageaygof «m”

(This pond was named after the royal family’s wet nurse. Earlier it was very
important for both travellers and locals.)

3. Structural Features and Water Architecture

Bagar Bawdi Talaab is a large open rainwater storage structure developed in harmony
with the natural terrain. The pond receives rainwater runoff from the surrounding
landscape and historically functioned as a seasonal water reservoir.

In addition to the pond, a nearly 100-year-old bawdi (stepwell) is located adjacent to the
site. This stepwell holds architectural and historical importance and reflects the
integrated nature of traditional water systems, where ponds and stepwells functioned
together.

3.1 Technical Specifications

Type Talaab (pond) with associated stepwell

Approximate Area About 3 bighas

Length Approximately 152 metres

Width Approximately 91 metres

Depth 20-25 metres

Water Source Rainfall and surface runoff




4. Hydrology and Water Behaviour

The pond is entirely rain-fed and depends on monsoon rainfall for water availability.
During the rainy season, runoff from the surrounding terrain collects in the pond.
However, due to lack of scientific water conservation measures, the pond dries up
completely during the summer months.

The absence of recharge structures and silt accumulation has reduced the pond’s ability
to retain water for longer periods.

5. Past Uses and Social Functions

Historically, Bagar Bawdi Talaab served as a critical water source for travellers, nearby
settlements, and livestock. It supported daily domestic needs and was closely linked to
the movement of people along historic routes.

The presence of nearby religious spaces strengthened its role as a shared social and
ritual space for the community.

Shared by a local resident:

“Ig ATeTTE 3R HiGR ST Uah-geR € 2 §Y ¥ el ofk enfia fransit & wwa wvr adl
gehgl gia d|”

(The pond and the temple were closely connected. During festivals and religious
rituals, people gathered here.)

6. Cultural and Community Significance
Bagar Bawdi Talaab holds strong cultural value due to its association with faith, history,
and collective memory. Its alternate name, Dhya Sagar, reinforces its emotional

connection with royal history and local identity.

The proximity of Shri Hari Om Dham further strengthens the pond’s role as a spiritual
landscape rather than merely a utilitarian water body.

A woman resident shared:

“311eT ft gg areTe guR forg st iR Tel hY g 8, wa @t nfiat 7 ag g sar gl
(Even today this pond is a place of faith and memories for us, even though it dries
up in summetr.)



7. Present Condition and Emerging Concerns

At present, Bagar Bawdi Talaab faces multiple challenges. Several houses have been
constructed close to the pond, leading to encroachment and reduction of its original
boundary. The protective wall around the pond is damaged at many locations.

Large quantities of solid waste are dumped into the pond, severely affecting
environmental quality. Although rainwater still enters the pond, the absence of scientific
conservation or recharge systems limits its effectiveness.

8. Challenges and Conservation Issues
Key challenges include:

« Encroachment around the pond area

« Damaged and broken boundary walls

« Uncontrolled dumping of garbage

« Lack of water conservation and recharge measures
« Complete drying of the pond during summer

» Threat to the associated historic stepwell

An elder said:

“IAR dTeT <ht TR iR IwrE wR ea= far simg, af ag fR @ ur=it A gahar 817

(If attention is given to the pond’s walls and cleanliness, it can retain water again.)
9. Conservation Priorities and Structural Needs

« Repair and strengthening of boundary walls

« Removal and prevention of garbage dumping

« Encroachment removal and restoration of original pond area

« Introduction of rainwater harvesting and groundwater recharge measures
« Desilting of the pond bed

« Integrated conservation of the pond and the adjacent stepwell

« Community participation and collaboration with religious trusts

« Installation of information boards highlighting historical and cultural value



Bagdi Jhalra

Type of water body: Jhalra (Step Pond)
Coordinates: Lat- 26.311554° Long.-73.00830°
Ward no: 36

Landmark: Near Soorsagar

Bagdi Jhalra

1. Introduction and Geographic Context

Bagdi Jhalra, locally known as Barandi Kuan, is a traditional water structure located in the
Sursagar area of Jodhpur, within Ward 36, in a predominantly trading neighbourhood. The
site forms part of Jodhpur’s historic water landscape and reflects the city’s long-standing
dependence on rainwater harvesting systems. Although once central to everyday life, the
jhalra is currently in a highly neglected condition and faces serious threats to its survival.

2. Historical Background and Community Memory

Bagdi Jhalra is estimated to have been constructed approximately 200 years ago by local
residents to address water scarcity. At the time of its construction, the surrounding area
was largely agrarian, and communities depended heavily on seasonal rainfall for both
domestic and agricultural needs. Over nearly two centuries, the jhalra served as a
primary water source for nearby settlements.



Community members recalled how the jhalra sustained everyday life across generations,
particularly before modern water infrastructure was introduced. Elders shared that the
water remained usable for long periods due to its depth and careful maintenance.

One resident explained:

“Ig FICIRT SIVTAT & G 9T deh @il <hl fSieift a1 wgrT 2@r, difear &z difear st ur Ak
1"

(This jhalra supported people’s lives for nearly two hundred years.)

Such testimonies underline the deep-rooted relationship between the community and the
water structure, and how it functioned as a shared resource across time.

3. Structural Features and Water Architecture
Bagdi Jhalra represents a classic example of traditional Jodhpuri water architecture. The
structure follows a tank-like form and includes multiple stepped and columned access

points that allowed users to reach water safely at varying levels.

3.1 Technical Specifications

Type Jhalra

Shape Tank-like (volumetric form)

Dimensions Approximately 10.7 x 9.1 m.

Depth Approximately 24.4-30.5 m.

Access Features Four pols (columned or stepped entry passages)

Construction Material Local stone and lime mortar

The depth of the jhalra enabled it to retain water for extended periods, making it a
reliable storage system in an arid climate.



4. Hydrology and Water Behaviour

Bagdi Jhalra was designed as a rainwater harvesting structure. Rainwater from
surrounding slopes would naturally flow into the jhalra, allowing for long-term storage and
gradual groundwater recharge. Its considerable depth supported water availability even
during dry seasons.

Historically, the water was considered clean and suitable for use. However, due to
persistent dumping of waste and lack of maintenance, the water has now become
severely polluted. Encroachments and accumulated debris have disrupted the natural
hydrological balance of the structure.

5. Past Uses and Social Functions

Historically, Bagdi Jhalra functioned as a shared and multipurpose water source for
surrounding communities. Residents relied on it for domestic water collection, irrigation of
nearby gardens, and watering of livestock. The jhalra also served birds and animals,
especially during the dry season, making it a critical ecological and social resource.
Community members recalled that the jhalra was used collectively and without restriction,
reinforcing everyday cooperation and mutual dependence.

One elderly resident shared:

“Ugel 9 &Il Tg1 T Uil A A, i Aeh-ler g1 gieht oft,ag aradt gaht g dufw of 17

(“Earlier, everyone collected water from here; there were no restrictions.”)

The space around the Jhalra also functioned as a site of routine social interaction, where
people met while drawing water and exchanged information, reinforcing neighbourhood
ties.

6. Cultural and Community Significance
Beyond its functional role, Bagdi Jhalra held deep cultural significance for the local
community. It symbolised shared responsibility, water ethics, and collective care. The

jhalra was understood not merely as infrastructure, but as a common asset shaped and
protected by community norms.



Residents expressed emotional attachment to the structure, even in its current degraded
condition. A local resident reflected:

“Ig Ak ur=it o1 Q1= T AT, g8 g ugEn_ o1 e an 17

(This was not just a source of water; it was part of our identity.)

Many community members believe that reviving the jhalra would restore not only water
availability but also a sense of collective ownership and cultural continuity within the
neighbourhood.

7. Present Condition and Emerging Concerns

The current condition of Bagdi Jhalra is a matter of serious concern. Continuous dumping
of garbage has led to extreme pollution and foul odour. Encroachments have damaged
the structure, and the protective walls have deteriorated to a near-ruined state.

Residents expressed fears related to safety, especially for children and domestic animals.
Many community members now demand that the structure be securely covered from
above to prevent accidents.

8. Conservation Priorities and Structural Needs

Immediate removal of accumulated solid waste and debris to restore the basic

integrity of the water body.

« Comprehensive structural assessment to identify damage to walls, steps, pols, and
foundation elements.

- Installation of protective railings or secure coverings to prevent accidental falls and
improve public safety.

« Repair and reinforcement of deteriorated stone masonry using traditional materials
and techniques.

« Restoration of natural rainwater inflow channels to revive the jhalra’s water harvesting
function.

« Regular desilting and cleaning schedule to prevent future accumulation of waste.

« Clear demarcation of the jhalra boundary to prevent further encroachments.

« Community engagement and awareness activities to rebuild local stewardship and

shared responsibility.



Basani Tamboliya Talaab

Types of Water body: Pond

Coordinates: Lat: 26.3294448, Long :73.0810646
Ward No.: 54

Landmark: near Rawat nagar

Basani Tamboliya Talaab

1. Introduction and Geographic Context

Basani Tamboliya is a peri-urban village located on the outskirts of Jodhpur, Rajasthan,
where traditional village-level water bodies such as talabs, seasonal nallahs, and farm
ponds have historically supported agriculture and local livelihoods. With the expansion of
residential colonies and industrial areas in Basani, these water bodies now lie within a
rapidly transforming landscape influenced by urban planning interventions of the Jodhpur
Development Authority (JDA).

The area is characterised by a semi-arid climate, sparse rainfall, and dependence on rain-
fed water harvesting systems. Water bodies in and around Basani Tamboliya continue to
play an important role in groundwater recharge, local cooling, and sustaining green
spaces.



2. Historical Background and Community Memory

Local narratives suggest that water bodies in Basani Tamboliya were traditionally
developed and maintained by village communities to support farming, livestock, and
domestic needs. These talaabs and nallahs were integral to seasonal agriculture and
were cleaned collectively before the monsoon.

A community member shared:

“Oget 39 drerdl @ Weft iR uqait 14T o1 s Terar Gn|”

(Earlier, these ponds supported both agriculture and livestock.)

Over time, with the expansion of Jodhpur city and changes in land use, community-led
maintenance practices weakened, and responsibility gradually shifted towards formal
urban institutions.

3. Structural Features and Water Architecture

The water bodies in Basani Tamboliya largely reflect vernacular rural water architecture
rather than monumental construction. They include open earthen or stone-lined talabs,
shallow catchment ponds, and seasonal drainage channels.

These structures were designed to capture monsoon runoff from surrounding agricultural
fields and village commons. In recent years, some water bodies have been reshaped or

secured as part of planned residential layouts and green belts.

3.1 Technical Specifications

Type Village talaabs, seasonal ponds, drainage nallahs

Construction Style Earthen basins with partial stone pitching

Catchment Source Rainwater runoff from agricultural land and village roads




4. Hydrology and Water Behaviour

Water bodies in Basani Tamboliya function primarily as rain-fed systems. During the
monsoon, they fill rapidly and support groundwater recharge in the surrounding area. In
dry months, water levels recede, though subsurface moisture continues to benefit nearby
vegetation.

4.1 Ecological Profile and Natural Life

Earlier, these water bodies supported native grasses, shrubs, frogs, insects, and
seasonal birds. The presence of standing water during monsoon months created
temporary wetland conditions, contributing to local biodiversity and microclimatic cooling.
With increasing urbanisation, ecological functions have reduced. Habitat fragmentation,
sedimentation, and reduced water retention have led to a decline in visible aquatic and
bird life, though some ecological value remains during the monsoon season.

5. Past Uses and Social Functions

Historically, Basani Tamboliya’s water bodies were used for irrigation, livestock watering,
washing, and domestic purposes. They also acted as shared village spaces where people
gathered, particularly during agricultural seasons.These water bodies were central to
everyday rural life and collective resource sharing.

6. Cultural and Community Significance

While not associated with large-scale rituals, these water bodies held cultural importance
through their role in sustaining life and agriculture. Seasonal cleaning and preparation
before monsoon rains were community activities reflecting shared responsibility and

stewardship.

They also contributed to the identity of the village landscape, marking boundaries
between agricultural fields, grazing land, and habitation areas.

7. Present Condition and Emerging Concerns
At present, many water bodies in Basani Tamboliya are under pressure due to urban

expansion, reduced catchment flow, and partial encroachment. Some ponds have been
integrated into planned green spaces, while others face neglect or conversion.



Ecological Concerns
« Loss of natural vegetation
« Reduced bird and amphibian presence

« Sedimentation and shrinking water-holding capacity

Despite this, JDA initiatives have included plantation belts, green buffers, and efforts to
secure water bodies within residential layouts.

8. Challenges and Conservation Issues

Decline in traditional community management systems
Encroachment and land-use change

Reduced rainwater inflow due to paved surfaces
Sedimentation and reduced storage capacity

Weak ecological regeneration

9. Conservation Priorities and Structural Needs

Protection of existing talaabs and nallahs from encroachment

Desilting and restoration of natural catchment channels

Strengthening plantation belts and green buffers

Integration of water bodies into urban planning as blue-green infrastructure
Community awareness programmes linking water bodies to climate resilience



Bhairunath Bawdi (Mandor Bawdi)

Types of Water body: Stepwell

Coordinates: Latitude 26.352593° N, Longitude 73.032701° E
Ward No.: 80

Landmark: Mandor Garden complex

Bhairunath Bawdi (Mandor Bawdi)

1. Introduction and Geographic Context

Bhairavnath (also locally known as Bhairunath) Bavdi is a historic stepwell located within
the Mandor Garden complex in Mandor, Jodhpur, Rajasthan. Mandor, the former capital
of the Marwar region, is known for its dense concentration of temples, gardens,
memorials, and traditional water structures. The bavdi forms an integral part of this
historic cultural landscape and reflects the early water-harvesting traditions of the region.

Owing to its location within Mandor Garden, the stepwell has long been associated with
religious, cultural, and social activities. Historically, it served as a major water source for
residents of the Surasagar—Mandor area and for pilgrims and travellers visiting the
Mandor complex.

2. Historical Background and Community Memory

Mandor has been the ancient seat of Marwar rulers, and water structures here were
carefully developed under royal patronage to support settlement, pilgrimage, and travel.
According to local traditions and community accounts, Bhairavnath Bavdi was
constructed by the royal family or local thikana authorities to ensure reliable water
availability for residents and visitors.



A local resident shared:

Ug I1aS) uget QR eTch b1 JReg Wi | oft| &b g<ft ar Ak ga

(“This stepwell was earlier the main source of water for the entire area.”)

Over time, with urban expansion and modern water infrastructure, the functional
dependence on the bavdi declined, though its cultural relevance has remained intact.

3. Structural Features and Water Architecture

Bhairavnath Bavdi represents a traditional Marwari stepwell typology, characterised by a
rectangular plan and a deep central water shaft accessed through stepped pathways. The
structure has been constructed using locally available red and yellow sandstone,
reflecting regional building practices and craftsmanship.

The bavdi features multi-tiered stone steps descending towards the water, with small
platforms (chabutras) along the sides that were historically used for resting and ritual
activities. Stone carvings and traditional masonry techniques are visible along the inner
walls, while old water marks indicate fluctuating water levels over time.

The stepwell is surrounded by mature trees and historic structures of Mandor Garden,
which together create a shaded microclimate and help regulate evaporation.

3.1 Technical Specifications

Type Bavdi (stepwell)

Plan Form Rectangular, traditional stepwell design

Length Approximately 18—20 meters

Width Approximately 4.9-5.5 meter

Depth Estimated 25-30 feet (seasonally variable)

Construction Material Local red and yellow sandstone

o Multi-level stone steps
Key Architectural Elements o Deep central water reservoir
o Stone platforms and carved walls

Associated Features Bhairavnath temple, Mandor Garden complex




4. Hydrology and Water Behaviour

Bhairavnath Bavdi is fed primarily through rainwater harvesting and connected
underground aquifers. During the monsoon season, water levels rise significantly, while in
summer months the level reduces but the bavdi generally does not dry completely.

Local residents observe that the water level remains relatively stable compared to other
stepwells in the region, which is attributed to the surrounding green cover and subsurface
connectivity within the Mandor landscape. At present, the water quality is maintained
through an installed reverse osmosis system, and the treated water is used for drinking
purposes within Mandor Garden.

5. Past Uses and Social Functions

Historically, Bhairavnath Bavdi fulfiled multiple everyday needs of the community. It
provided drinking water, water for bathing, and water for religious purification rituals.
Travellers and pilgrims visiting Mandor relied on the bavdi as a dependable resting and
water-access point.

The stepwell also functioned as a social space where people gathered during daily
routines, reinforcing community bonds.

Community member shared:

“ g@l gr=l ¥R &k Q1Y T daa oft o, iR ara=hia gt ot »

(Along with collecting water, people would also sit here and interact.)
6. Cultural and Community Significance
The presence of the Bhairavnath temple lends strong religious significance to the bavdi.
Devotees visiting the temple regard the water as sacred, and rituals such as puja,
deepdaan, and occasional ceremonial activities are performed here.
The bavdi is also a cultural landmark within Mandor Garden, attracting tourists,

photographers, and heritage enthusiasts. Its continued visibility and use reinforce its role
as a living heritage structure rather than a neglected ruin.



7. Present Condition and Emerging Concerns

Currently, Bhairavnath Bavdi is preserved as a heritage structure and remains functional
due to institutional maintenance within Mandor Garden. However, emerging concerns
include waste disposal by visitors, accumulation of flowers and broken idols on steps, and
damage caused by plant roots growing into stone masonry.

The absence of systematic monitoring and interpretive signage limits public
understanding of the bavdi’s historical value.

8. Challenges and Conservation Issues

Littering and improper disposal of religious offerings
Structural stress caused by vegetation and roots
Wear and tear of stone steps

Limited monitoring and heritage regulation
Pressure from tourism-related activities

9. Conservation Priorities and Structural Needs

- Scientific restoration of stone masonry and steps

« Installation of protective grills or boundary walls

« Regular cleaning and waste management

« Improved lighting for safety and visibility

« Controlled placement of religious offerings

« Installation of information boards explaining history and significance
« Community and temple-based stewardship for long-term monitoring



Bhakari Bas Naadi

Type of water body: Naadi

Coordinates: Lat- 26.314203° Long.- 72.996567°
Ward no: 3

Landmark: Soorsagar Baypass Road

Bhakari Bas Naadi

1. Introduction and Geographic Context

Bhakari Bas Naadi is located in the Sursagar area of Jodhpur, Rajasthan, within the
municipal limits of the city. It is a traditional nadi, a rainwater harvesting structure
characteristic of arid and semi-arid regions of Rajasthan. Historically, the nadi served as a
critical water source for nearby settlements and livestock, reflecting local knowledge
systems developed to cope with water scarcity in desert environments.

The structure is embedded within a gently sloping landscape that naturally channels
rainwater into the nadi, making it an integral part of the local drainage and water retention
system.

2. Historical Background and Community Memory

According to local elders and oral histories collected during participatory engagement,
Bhakari Bas Naadi was constructed during the princely state period. The excavation of
the nadi was reportedly undertaken under royal patronage with dual objectives of
strengthening water conservation and providing employment to local people.

The naadi was created through collective labour and was designed to capture rainwater
and natural seepage from the surrounding land. In its early years, seepage from nearby
areas also contributed to sustained water availability, allowing the naadi to remain filled
for long durations after the monsoon.

Community members recalled its shared status as a common resource during the
princely era:



“ ISTERAR & YHY gg ¢ aeht dufw oft, ik st @ ur=t smr forar strar am
(During the princely period, this nadi was a shared community asset where water
was collected.)

It was also widely believed that water stored in the naadi percolated underground and
replenished nearby wells, helping maintain groundwater balance in the area.

3. Structural Features and Water Architecture

Bhakari Bas Naadi follows the traditional architectural form of a naadi, which is typically
circular and excavated along natural slopes. The structure relies on earthen
embankments reinforced with locally available stone. Its design prioritises maximum

rainwater capture from a relatively large catchment area.

Over time, sedimentation has reduced its effective depth, altering both storage capacity
and water retention.

3.1 Technical Specifications

Type Naadi (traditional rainwater harvesting structure)

Shape Circular (typical nadi form)

Catchment Area Medium to large, slope-based

Depth (Earlier) Approximately 10 meters

Current Depth: Approximately 4 to 5 meters

Construction Material Local stone, earthen soil, natural slope-based formation

Water Source: Rainfall and natural surface seepage




Satellite imagery of the lake in February 2026

4. Hydrology and Water Behaviour

Bhakari Bas Naadi is entirely dependent on monsoon rainfall and surface runoff from
surrounding slopes. Historically, the structure filled during the monsoon and retained
water for extended periods due to its depth and seepage inflows. Although the naadi
would sometimes dry up during peak summer months, it typically refilled following rainfall
and underground seepage.

With reduced depth and disrupted inflow channels, current water retention has declined
significantly, affecting both storage duration and groundwater recharge.

5. Past Uses and Social Functions

Historically, Bhakari Bas Naadi served multiple everyday functions. While drinking water
was sourced from nearby wells, the nadi's water was used extensively for livestock,
irrigation, and other domestic activities. It was also a critical support system during
drought periods.

Community members described its daily use vividly:

“ 1t a1 gt ugget & forg, |l & forg ok gfveher wwa & wads forg v sirar o1~
(The water of the naadi was used for livestock, agriculture, and for everyone during
difficult times.)

The area around the naadi functioned as a shared social space where women collected
water, animals were watered, and elders and children gathered.



6. Cultural and Community Significance

Bhakari Bas Naadi holds deep cultural and symbolic significance for the local community.
A large tamarind tree, believed to be 200 to 300 years old, stands near the nadi and is
regarded as living proof of the site’s antiquity.

Residents emphasised that the naadi was more than a water source:

“ gg 1Y fath =it 98 oY, ag gaR IS Shee o &g oft) »

(This naadi was not just about water; it was the centre of our social life.)

The site also carries religious meaning. On Dhanteras, people traditionally collected soil
from the nadi in a ritual known as “Dhan Lana”, believing it would bring prosperity. Due to
the nearby Ramdwara, the nadi is sometimes also referred to as Ramdwara Naadi.

7. Present Condition and Emerging Concerns

At present, Bhakari Bas Naadi falls within the municipal area and faces multiple
challenges. Residents report inflow of polluted wastewater through drains, leading to
concerns about water contamination. Encroachment and nearby construction have
reduced green cover and disrupted natural water inflow paths.

Some residents have demanded that the naadi be filled or removed due to these issues.
However, many community members argue that stopping polluted inflows and restoring
the structure would allow it to function again as a useful water body.

8. Challenges and Conservation Issues

« Encroachment around the naadi boundary

« Inflow of polluted wastewater through drains

« Reduction in depth due to siltation

« Obstruction of natural rainwater channels

 Loss of surrounding vegetation and biodiversity

- Limited institutional attention to protection and revival

9. Conservation Priorities and Structural Needs

« Removal of encroachments and boundary demarcation

« Restoration of natural rainwater inflow channels

« Scientific desilting to restore depth and storage capacity
» Prevention of wastewater entry into the naadi
 Protection and regeneration of surrounding vegetation

« Active involvement of the local community in stewardship
« Recognition of the Nadi as a heritage water structure



Boda ka Kuan

Type of water body: Well

Coordinates: Latitude 26.288394, Longitude 73.014592
Ward no: 6

Landmark: Fateh Pol road

Kaluram ji ki Bawdi

1. Introduction and Geographic Context

Boda ka Kuan is located in Bodo Ji ka Bass in Ward 6 of Jodhpur, a densely populated
residential locality where traditional stone structures and narrow lanes define the
landscape. This well remains an important local water source that continues to serve the
surrounding households even today. The structure stands as a testament to the historical
dependence of communities on wells for drinking water and domestic needs in arid
regions like Marwar.

The well is believed to have been constructed by members of the Boda community nearly
one and a half centuries ago. It is situated close to Bhawli Bai Temple, a site that
contributes to the cultural and religious identity of the area. Despite urban expansion and
population pressure, Boda ka Kuan continues to hold deep social, cultural, and utilitarian
significance.



2. Historical Evolution and Community Memory

Community elders shared that Boda ka Kuan is around 150 years old and was
constructed by families belonging to the Boda caste. Their ancestors built this well to
support both household and agricultural needs in a period when groundwater availability
was limited and rainfall was unpredictable.

Residents recalled that in earlier times the well was a key source of water for nearby
fields, livestock, and temple rituals. One elderly member stated that the well was a lifeline
during periods of water scarcity because of its depth and ability to retain water throughout
most of the year.

A resident described the historical use of the well,
“gget gg gt di, Sai & g ofik #fer it awig gadh g sdare glar a1l ag it
Shad ST 1 G 81 U, afes sfia=, 27 iR 21gr &1 SR oft am”

(Earlier it was used for drinking water, irrigating fields, and cleaning the temple.)

These narratives reflect the well's close association with community identity, local
memory, and traditional livelihoods.

3. Structural and Spatial Characteristics

Boda ka Kuan has a simple yet robust structural
design that reflects traditional Marwari water
architecture. The well is circular in shape and
lined with strong stone and clay reinforcement
on its sides. Its considerable depth allowed it to
store water for long periods, especially during
the hot and dry months.

3.1 Technical Specification

Type Traditional well

Diameter 2.29 metres.

Depth more than 90 meters

Shape Circular

Material Local stone and clay embankments

The remarkable depth of the well gave it an important role in ensuring water availability
for the surrounding households and agricultural lands.



The remarkable depth of the well gave it an important role in ensuring water availability
for the surrounding households and agricultural lands.

4. Cultural Practices and Ritual Significance

The presence of Bhawli Bai Temple near the well adds strong cultural and religious value
to the site. Community members explained that the well and the temple have been
historically interconnected and continue to be part of local rituals and traditions.

Residents shared that special worship is performed here on Holi, and significant religious
activities take place on the last Monday of the Shravan month. These practices reinforce
the well’s spiritual importance and its role in maintaining community traditions across
generations.

One resident explained,
“ g HiR 3R FaHT—aA1 gAY URuRT o1 f3ET &1 & Shae I A, afeh gaRt Tpfa,
S1gT SR argfaa sfia= & ugar= g1 ”

(This temple and the well are both part of our tradition.)

5. Present Condition and Visible Transformations

Although Boda ka Kuan continues to supply water, its surroundings have undergone
significant change. Dense habitation has developed around the well, reducing the natural
catchment area. The well now relies heavily on the motor pump installed by local
households.

A community member expressed concern about the changes,

“31e THUTH Y Tt STard) Y gorg | urt WA 1 & aga Ster gt man gl”
(Due to the heavy population around it, the catchment area has become very
small.)

Today, the well plays an active role in providing drinking water and domestic supply to
nearby homes. However, structural wear, crowding, and contamination risks have
increased due to urbanisation and daily use.

6. Community Knowledge and Lived Experiences

During participatory assessment, community members shared various experiences that
demonstrate their continued dependence on the well. Residents explained that Boda ka
Kuan still supports drinking water needs, daily washing, and even water needs during
community gatherings.

A resident said,

“zg ot oot ot R arht Y urht Aam 817

(This well still provides water to the entire settlement.)



However, communities also pointed out operational challenges, especially concerning the
motor pump and cleanliness.

One community member explained,

“HRTS 3R HieR & fAIT TR 9gradar fae Sie at ek sresT ghm”
(It would be better if we received government support for cleaning and maintaining
the motor.)

These testimonies reveal both the well's continuing importance and the community’s
aspirations for its improvement.

7. Key Challenges and Emerging Threats
Residents identified several issues affecting the well’s sustainability. These include:

« Shrinking catchment area due to dense habitation

« Reduced groundwater recharge

« Lack of regular cleaning and maintenance

« Structural deterioration

 Risk of contamination due to close proximity of households
« Encroachment pressures

« Limited community awareness about preservation

These challenges, if unaddressed, could affect both water quality and the structural
stability of the well.

8. Conservation Priorities and Structural Needs
For long-term preservation, the community highlighted several priority actions:
« Regular cleaning of the well
« Appointment of a caretaker for monitoring the motor pump
« Structural repair and rejuvenation
« Installation of proper lighting
» Development of a protective boundary or enclosure
« Renovation of the surrounding platform or “kheli”



Chand Bawdi

Types of Water body: Stepwell

Coordinates: Latitude 26.348362°, Longitude 73.037882°
Ward No.: 29

Landmark: Near Fatehpol

Chand Bawdi

1. Introduction and Geographic Context

Chand Baori, also known locally as Chand Bawdi, is a historic stepped water structure
located in the rural outskirts of Jodhpur, Rajasthan. The baori represents an important
example of early public water infrastructure developed to support human settlements,
livestock, and travellers in the arid Marwar region.

Situated in a landscape associated with local religious and historical narratives, Chand
Baori once functioned as a reliable and accessible source of drinking water. Its location
below the Ranisar—Padamsar reservoir system indicates its role within a larger gravity-
based water network designed to maximise water availability across elevations.



2. Historical Background and Community Memory

According to local oral traditions and community narratives, Chand Baori was constructed
during the reign of Rao Chunda (circa 1323-1425 CE), one of the early rulers of Marwar.
It is believed that the baori was commissioned by Queen Chand Kanwar (Chand Kunwar)
of the Sonagara lineage, making it one of the earliest water structures linked to royal
patronage in the region.

Community memory suggests that the baori remained filled with water up to the lower
steps for most of the year and served both people and animals.

A local resident shared:

“ ggel agl Hifeat aer arit 3RT Igar o, et SR u3f—aAT 3Rt SAHTE v A ”

(Earlier, water remained filled up to the steps, and both people and animals used
it.)

Although the baori is often described locally as being around 400 years old, historical
attribution to the Rao Chunda period suggests that its origins may extend back 600—-700
years, underscoring its antiquity.

3. Structural Features and Water
Architecture

Chand Baori is a traditional stepped
baori, designed to provide access to
water through descending steps and
intermediate platforms. The structure
is built using stone masonry,
reflecting early Rajput construction
techniques focused on durability and
function.

Currently, three vertical structural
pillars (pols) are visible within the
baori, indicating a multi-level internal
organisation. A distinctive gaumukh
(cow-head spout) continues to
release  water, signifying  the
presence of an active groundwater
source.



3.1. Technical Specifications

Type Baori (stepwell)

Approximate Length Approx 30 meter

Approximate Width Approx 5 meter

Approximate Width 600-700 years (oral history); commonly cited as ~400 years

Estimated Age 600-700 years (oral history); commonly cited as ~400 years

Construction Material Stone masonry

Distinct Features: Stepped access, three visible pillars, gaumukh outlet

4. Hydrology and Water Behaviour

Chand Baori functions as a groundwater-fed stepwell, with water availability maintained
throughout most of the year. The continuous flow from the gaumukh indicates sustained
subsurface recharge.

Historically, the baori supported drinking water needs, irrigation, and livestock use. Even
today, local residents report that the water remains clean and potable, though its use has
declined due to alternative water sources and reduced maintenance.

5. Past Uses and Social Functions

In earlier times, Chand Baori served as a primary water source for surrounding rural
communities. People depended on it for drinking water, bathing, irrigation, and watering

livestock. Travellers also used the site as a resting and watering point.

A community member recalled:

“ Ig ITaSt AT 3R uefi—aHl & g uas or<edt srrg oft| »

(This baori was a good place for both travellers and animals.)

The baori thus played a central role in sustaining daily life and movement in the region.



6. Cultural and Community Significance

Chand Baori holds cultural value as a symbol of early water wisdom and royal patronage.
Its association with Queen Chand Kanwar and the Rao Chunda period gives it historical
prestige, while its continued water flow sustains community reverence.

A local caretaker noted:

“ 3reT Y urht 9T 8, AfF @ @ tmvra Agi gt ur | 21 v

(Even today the water is clean, but proper care is not being taken.)

Despite limited formal recognition, the baori remains embedded in local memory as a
sacred and functional heritage structure.

7. Present Condition and Emerging Concerns

At present, Chand Baori is in a partially functional but vulnerable condition. While the
water remains clean and usable, overall utilisation has reduced significantly. Surrounding
areas require better sanitation, and unchecked vegetation growth is visible in parts of the
structure.

Local residents undertake informal cleaning approximately once a week, but there is no
formal management or conservation mechanism in place.

8. Challenges and Conservation Issues

« Dumping of waste and litter around the baori

« Structural wear and lack of systematic repairs

« Absence of protective fencing or boundary demarcation

« No official signage or documented historical information on-site
« Lack of heritage or tourism recognition

 Risk of gradual neglect despite active water source

9. Conservation Priorities and Structural Needs

« Immediate cleaning and prevention of waste dumping

« Construction or repair of boundary walls for protection

« Structural repair of steps, walls, and pillars

« Installation of an information board detailing history and significance
« Regular water quality testing and recharge planning

« Documentation and inclusion in local heritage registers

« Community-supported stewardship with municipal backing



Charkhi Kuan

Types of Water body- Well

Coordinates: Latitude: 26.352528° N, Longitude: 73.034967° E
Ward No.: 59

Landmark: Near Mandore Garden

Charkhi Kuan

1. Introduction and Geographic Context

Charkhi Kuan is a historic pulley-operated well located in the Mandore area of Jodhpur,
Rajasthan, close to Mandore Garden and along the route connecting several royal
memorials and heritage structures. The well derives its name from the traditional charkhi
system, a large wheel-and-pulley mechanism once used to draw water with the help of
bullocks.

This water structure forms part of Mandore’s larger historic water landscape, developed to
support settlements, travellers, and military needs in a rocky and water-scarce terrain.



2. Historical Background and Community Memory

Historical accounts suggest that Charkhi Kuan dates back to the period when Mandore
served as the capital of Marwar, prior to the establishment of Jodhpur. Rulers from the
Pratihara period and later the Rathore dynasty invested in such wells to ensure year-
round water availability for soldiers, residents, and travellers.

The well remained functional for several centuries and was known for its reliable water
supply. Community narratives recall the presence of large charkhis installed around the
well, which allowed continuous water extraction through animal power.

A local resident shared:

“ ggel gl Al @ TR geredt oft, 3R [T gerent 33t ¥ o= Al amy 7
(Earlier, the pulley system here was operated by bullocks, and the entire area
depended on this well.)

3. Structural Features and Water Architecture

Charkhi Kuan is a deep, wide open well constructed using locally available Jodhpur
stone. The masonry reflects traditional Marwari craftsmanship, with carefully laid stone
courses designed to withstand pressure and erosion over time.

A raised stone platform surrounds the well, indicating the earlier installation of charkhi
mechanisms. The absence of steps suggests that water was primarily extracted

mechanically rather than manually.

3.1 Technical Specifications

Type of Water Structure Charkhi Kuan (Pulley-operated well)

Approximate Depth 27-33 metres

Construction Material Local Jodhpur stone (chittar patthar)

Water Extraction System Traditional charkhi (bullock-operated pulley)

Covered with heavy stone slabs; charkhi mechanism
removed

Current Status




4. Hydrology and Water Behaviour

The well is connected to groundwater aquifers fed by natural seepage from the Mandore
hills and nearby drainage lines. Historically, this ensured a steady water supply even
during dry seasons.

The depth of the well helped maintain cooler water temperatures and reduced
evaporation losses, making it suitable for long-term use.

4.1 Ecological Profile and Natural Life

In earlier times, the availability of water supported surrounding vegetation and small
fauna, contributing to a cooler microclimate around Mandore. Trees, shrubs, birds, and
insects thrived in the vicinity of the well.

With urbanisation and reduced maintenance, these ecological benefits have declined.
The covering of the well and loss of surrounding greenery have limited its role in
groundwater recharge and habitat support, resulting in reduced biodiversity.

5. Past Uses and Social Functions

Historically, Charkhi Kuan was a vital public water source. It supplied drinking water to
nearby settlements, water for livestock, and supported travellers and soldiers passing
through Mandore. The well also served as a social space where people gathered while
water was being drawn.

Community member / local resident shared:

“ gg el fah =it 1 S 81 AT, ag at Sn1g oft STef @it oimud | fAed & Sk a1d v
g "

(This well was not just a source of water; it was a place where people met and
interacted.)

6. Cultural and Community Significance
Charkhi Kuan holds cultural importance within local folklore and memory, representing the

ingenuity of traditional water engineering in Marwar. The pulley system symbolised
collective effort and technological advancement of its time.



Its location near royal cenotaphs and Mandore Garden also links the well to the
ceremonial and historical landscape of the former capital.

7. Present Condition and Emerging Concerns

At present, Charkhi Kuan is no longer operational. The well has been sealed using large
stone slabs, and the original charkhi mechanism has been dismantled or removed. While
this has reduced immediate safety risks, it has also disconnected the structure from
everyday community use.

7.1 Ecological Degradation

Silt accumulation at the base of the well, combined with reduced recharge and
surrounding waste dumping, has impacted its water-holding capacity. The sealing of the
well has further diminished its ecological role, preventing natural interaction with rainfall

and groundwater systems.

8. Challenges and Conservation Issues

Accumulation of silt and plastic waste

Loss of original charkhi mechanism

Restricted access and lack of public engagement

Encroachment pressure due to nearby monuments and pathways
Absence of safety railings and interpretive signage

9. Conservation Priorities and Structural Needs

« Scientific desilting to restore storage capacity

- Installation of strong iron safety grills instead of complete sealing

« Documentation and possible reconstruction of the charkhi mechanism

- Rainwater harvesting and filtered recharge into the well

« Placement of information boards explaining historical and technical significance
« Integration into Mandore heritage and tourism circuits



Dabgaron ka Kuan

Types of Water body- Well

Coordinates: Latitude: 26.295436° N, Longitude: 73.020825° E
Ward No.: 35

Landmark: Supari Gali, Tripolia Bazar

Dabgaron ka Kuan

1. Introduction and Geographic Context

Dabgaron ka Kuan is a historic well located in Supari Gali, Tripolia Bazaar, one of the
oldest and most densely populated commercial areas of Jodhpur city. Situated within a
network of narrow lanes, the well continues to serve as an important local water source
despite rapid urbanisation and infrastructural constraints.

The well reflects the resilience of traditional water systems embedded within congested
urban fabrics and remains an active component of municipal water supply for nearby
households.

2. Historical Background and Community Memory
Dabgaron ka Kuan is estimated to have been constructed approximately 100 years ago,
primarily to meet the drinking and domestic water needs of migrant communities and local

residents living in the Tripolia Bazaar area. At a time when piped water supply was absent,
the well played a life-sustaining role in this densely inhabited zone.



Local oral histories highlight a period when the water reportedly turned saline.
According to community belief, after a religious ritual performed by a saint (Baba ji), the
water quality improved and became potable again. This narrative continues to shape
the spiritual and emotional attachment of residents to the well.

A Local resident shared:

“ Qeh Y §9 FY &I U1 @RI g1 71 T, SAfch aran Sft & s1ge™ & a1 ar=it foe & st
gt | ”
(At one point, the water of this well had turned saline, but after a ritual performed
by Baba ji, the water became sweet again.)

Such narratives illustrate how faith, water, and survival intersect in community memory.
3. Structural Features and Water Architecture

Dabgaron ka Kuan represents traditional well-construction techniques adapted to
extremely limited urban space. Located within a narrow lane, its superstructure
occupies minimal surface area while extending deep underground to ensure year-round
water availability.

The well is constructed using stone masonry bonded with lime mortar, reflecting
vernacular engineering practices of the region. Despite its age, the structure has
remained largely intact, indicating strong construction quality.

3.1 Technical Specifications

Type Well (Kuan)

Shape Circular

Diameter Approximately 2-3 meters

Depth 46—-61 m.

Construction Material Stone masonry with lime mortar

Estimated Age Around 100 years

Current Extraction Method Motor pump




4. Hydrology and Water Behaviour

The well is directly connected to.the local groundwater aquifer. Its considerable depth
ensures relatively stable water availability even during peak summer months. Historical
accounts suggest occasional changes in water salinity, likely linked to fluctuations in the
regional groundwater table.

At present, continuous extraction through motor pumps supports municipal and
household supply but also raises concerns regarding long-term groundwater
sustainability.

5. Past Uses and Social Functions

Historically, Dabgaron ka Kuan served as the primary water source for residents,
migrants, and nearby agricultural patches within and around the old city.

Its water was used for:

« Bathing and washing

« Drinking and cooking

« Small-scale farming and kitchen gardens

« Supporting vegetable cultivation that once existed in this area

« Community members recall that the well sustained livelihoods and daily life in an
otherwise water-scarce environment.

A community member shared:

“ Uget 39 FU o U1 | Tgl dfeoral ki Deft F e srrar v | ”

(The water from this well supported vegetable cultivation.)
6. Cultural and Community Significance
Beyond its utilitarian role, Dabgaron ka Kuan holds deep cultural value for local
residents. It functioned as a social node where people gathered, exchanged
information, and built community relationships.
For migrant and artisan communities settled in Tripolia Bazaar, the well symbolised

security, shared access, and collective survival. Even today, it remains part of the lived
heritage of the area.



7. Present Condition and Emerging Concerns

However, increased population density, continuous pumping, and lack of protective
buffers have placed growing stress on both the structure and the groundwater source.

8. Challenges and Conservation Issues

Continuous motorised extraction increasing pressure on groundwater
« Risk of declining water table due to overuse

Potential contamination from nearby waste and dense habitation
Ageing structure requiring regular monitoring and repair

Location within extremely narrow lanes restricts maintenance access

9. Conservation Priorities and Structural Needs

« Periodic structural assessment and strengthening

« Protection of the well mouth and immediate surroundings

« Community awareness on sustainable water use

« Recognition of the well as an urban heritage water structure

« Integration into local water conservation and heritage programmes



Devsthan Kuan

Type of water body: Well

Coordinates: Lat- 26.293746 ° Long.- 73.03301 °
Ward no: 45

Landmark: Near Neni Bai Ka mandir (Temple)

Devsthan Kuan

1. Introduction and Geographic Context

The Devsthan Department Well is located at approximately 26.2937° N, 73.0330° E,
within the historic settlement zone of Jodhpur. The well forms part of an old temple
complex, positioned on an elevated stone platform (chabutra), surrounded by remnants of
earlier constructions and mature trees. Its placement within a sacred precinct reflects the
traditional urban planning practice of integrating water sources with religious spaces.

At present, the site falls under the administrative jurisdiction of the Devsthan Department,
indicating its continued recognition as a religious and heritage-linked asset within the city.

2. Historical Background and Community Memory

The well derives its identity from the adjoining temple, with its name closely associated
with the presiding deity, reflecting strong links to local belief systems and devotional
practices. Based on construction material, masonry style, and oral narratives shared
during field engagement, the well is estimated to have originated in the medieval period
or earlier, with subsequent repairs and modifications carried out over time.



Community members noted that the pairing of a temple and a water source was a
deliberate planning choice, ensuring water availability for both ritual and everyday needs.

Elder residents recalled how the well was once central to religious observances and daily
life:

“ #faR & |TY FHadT g1 uRuRT oft, rifen o urht & g srefdt wEft vt ot
(Having a well alongside the temple was a tradition; worship was considered
incomplete without water.)

Such recollections underline the well's role as both a sacred and functional structure
embedded in the historic fabric of the city.

3. Structural Features and Water Architecture

The well is constructed using locally available sandstone, with thick masonry walls that
reflect desert-adapted building techniques. It is set on a raised stone platform, enhancing
both accessibility and protection from surface runoff contamination. The proximity of the
well to the temple structure highlights the ritual importance of water in religious
architecture.

The simplicity of ornamentation, combined with robust stonework, points to a functional
yet durable design, intended to support long-term use under arid climatic conditions.

3.1 Technical Specifications

Type Traditional well

Construction Material Local sandstone

Structural Form Circular well with stone masonry

Setting Elevated chabutra within a temple complex

Water Source Groundwater supported by rainwater percolation

Architectural Context Integrated with religious architecture




4. Hydrology and Water Behaviour

The well historically functioned as a groundwater access point, sustained through natural
recharge from rainfall and percolation. Its depth, thick stone lining, and shaded
surroundings would have contributed to reduced evaporation and improved water
retention.

In the arid context of Jodhpur, such temple-associated wells played a critical role as
reliable water sources, particularly during periods of water scarcity.

5. Past Uses and Social Functions

In earlier times, the well supported a range of uses linked to both religious and
community life. It provided water for ritual bathing, offerings, and temple activities, while
also serving nearby residents for drinking water and domestic purposes.

Community members recalled how the well was an integral part of collective routines:

“ gag goll 9 Uget ggl | ur=t forar strar o, ok &t oft sroft sesea & forg et &) ~

(Before morning gsiT, water was drawn from here, and people also came for their
daily needs.)

The well thus functioned as a shared resource, reinforcing social interaction and mutual
dependence within the neighbourhood.

6. Cultural and Community Significance

The Devsthan Department Well holds enduring cultural value as part of a living religious
landscape. The open temple courtyard, presence of trees such as neem or babool, and
the integration of water architecture create a space conducive to collective worship and

cultural exchange.

Residents highlighted the continuity of traditions associated with the site:

« 7g farh it AT &, a8 SR URURT SR AT T g 81 7

(This is not just a well; it is part of our tradition and faith.)

Such sentiments reflect the well’s role in sustaining intangible heritage, including rituals,
festivals, and oral traditions passed down across generations.



7. Present Condition and Emerging Concerns

Currently, the well remains partially in use for religious purposes but shows signs of
neglect. Accumulation of waste and silt, along with reduced public engagement, has
affected its visibility and functionality. Increased dependence on modern water supply
systems has further diminished everyday reliance on the well.

Despite this, the structural integrity of the stone masonry remains largely intact, indicating
strong potential for restoration.

8. Challenges and Conservation Issues

Accumulation of garbage and silt within and around the well
Declining awareness of traditional water systems

Reduced routine maintenance and institutional oversight
Over-reliance on modern piped water supply

Limited documentation of the well’s historical significance

9. Conservation Priorities and Structural Needs

- Protective repair of stone masonry and platform

« Cleaning and desilting of the well shaft

« Installation of informational signage highlighting historical and cultural value
« Re-linking the well to rainwater harvesting and recharge systems

« Community-led monitoring and periodic maintenance

« Coordination between Devsthan Department and local residents



Dhobi Kund

Type of water body: Pond

Coordinates: Lat- 26.309823° Long.-73.017548°
Ward no: 19

Landmark: Near Mehrangarh Fort

Dhobi kund
1. Introduction and Geographic Context

Dhobi Kund is located along the Mehrangarh Fort Road area in Jodhpur, Rajasthan,
within a dry to semi-arid desert landscape. The water structure is set amidst rocky slopes
and sparse vegetation and is constructed primarily of stone. The site includes a small
built enclosure or chamber adjacent to the water body, indicating planned human use. Its
location near the fort highlights its historical association with elite and service-based
activities linked to the royal precinct.

2. Historical Background and Community Memory

According to local residents, Dhobi Kund was originally constructed for a specific
functional purpose. It was used exclusively for washing clothes belonging to the royal
family, ensuring that other water sources meant for drinking or ritual use were not
contaminated. The presence of nearby chambers is remembered as evidence that
washerfolk, particularly dhobis, used the space for resting while carrying out their work.
Over time, the site came to be known as Dhobi Ghat, reflecting this association.



Community members narrated this history during participatory discussions:

“ gg ghe ST URAR & U2 Ui+ & forg a=mar mar ur, arfes ardhr sterl &1 ot @R |
Eﬁl ”

(This kund was built to wash the clothes of the royal family so that the water of
other reservoirs would not get polluted.)

With time, its use expanded, and affluent families also began using the site. However,
with the advent of washing machines and easy access to water within homes, the original

function gradually declined.

3. Structural Features and Water Architecture

Dhobi Kund is a stone-built water structure adapted to the rocky terrain of the
Mehrangarh area. The kund is designed to collect and store rainwater flowing down the
surrounding slopes. Stone embankments and walls help retain water and prevent
erosion, while the adjoining small structure suggests planned human activity associated
with washing and resting.

S
Type Kund/ Traditional rainwater storage tank

Primary Material Locally available stone

Setting Rocky slope near Mehrangarh Fort

Associated Structures Small but chamber or resting space

Water Source Rainwater runoff and surface flow

4. Hydrology and Water Behaviour

The kund functions as a rainwater harvesting structure, capturing runoff from surrounding
rocky slopes during the monsoon. Its stone-lined construction helps reduce soil erosion
and enhances water retention. The relatively compact surface area and depth contribute
to reduced evaporation, making it suitable for water storage in an arid climate.
Historically, the stored water supported both human use and groundwater recharge.

5. Past Uses and Social Functions

Historically, Dhobi Kund served as a specialised water source for washing clothes,
particularly for royal and later elite households. This functional separation of water use
reflects a nuanced understanding of water hygiene and management.



AThe site also supported informal social interaction among washerfolk, who spent
extended hours at the kund.

A local resident recalled its everyday use:

“ ggat et agl hus gid o, 3R U & AST SR Wi e & &1 ”

(Earlier, washerfolk washed clothes here and also rested in the nearby room.)

In later years, the kund’s role diminished, and its use shifted towards informal bathing,
swimming, and occasional Ganesh idol immersion.

6. Cultural and Community Significance

Dhobi Kund represents an important aspect of Rajasthan’s traditional water culture,
where different water bodies were assigned specific uses to protect overall water quality.
The structure also reflects the social organisation of labour and service communities
within the historic city.

Community members expressed that the kund is a reminder of older systems of discipline
and respect for water:

“ ggel g2 <hTH & fTT 31T ST gl4T AT, 3R Ut i shex oft| ~
(Earlier, there were separate water bodies for different purposes, and water was
respected.)

The site thus holds cultural value as a symbol of sustainable water ethics and social
organisation.

7. Present Condition and Emerging Concerns

Today, Dhobi Kund is largely neglected. Its original function has ceased, and the site is
used sporadically for informal swimming, bathing, and religious immersion activities. Lack
of regular maintenance has led to physical degradation, and the absence of clear

management increases safety and sanitation concerns.

8. Challenges and Conservation Issues

Gradual neglect due to loss of original functional relevance
Absence of routine cleaning and maintenance

Risk of pollution from informal bathing and idol immersion
Structural wear due to lack of conservation attention

Limited public awareness of its historical and water heritage value



9. Conservation Priorities and Structural Needs

« Documentation and recognition of Dhobi Kund as a heritage water structure
- Structural assessment and basic repairs using traditional materials

« Cleaning and desilting to restore water-holding capacity

« Installation of safety measures to prevent accidents

« Community awareness initiatives highlighting its historical function

- Integration into local water heritage and conservation programmes



Fateh Sagar Talaab

Types of Water body: Talab (Reservoir)

Coordinates: Latitude: 26.296745° N, Longitude: 73.027788° E
Ward No.: 42

Landmark: Nera Nagori Gate

Fateh Sagar Talaab

1. Introduction and Geographic Context

The reservoir is situated near the palace of Fateh Kanwar, the Paswan (royal consort) of
Maharaja Vijay Singh. Its location within a dense heritage precinct once contributed to a
cooler microclimate and supported both human and ecological life in the surrounding
neighbourhood.

2. Historical Background and Community Memory
Fateh Sagar Talaab was constructed to ensure water availability for the residential

precinct of Fateh Kanwar after the establishment of her palace. Over time, the talab
evolved into a vital religious and cultural centre for the surrounding communities.



Historical accounts and community memory suggest that the talaab was regarded as
sacred and strictly protected. Dumping waste into the water body was socially prohibited,
and the site was regularly cleaned and worshipped.

A local elder recalled:

“ gget 39 dATATd H haRT STAAT 711 T, 39feig urht faregper &1 <gar a1l ”
(Earlier, throwing waste into this pond was prohibited, and the water remained
very clean.)

The presence of Ramanuj sect and Kabir Panth temples near the talab further
strengthened its spiritual and social relevance.

3. Structural Features and Water Architecture

Fateh Sagar Talaab follows the traditional Jodhpuri talaab design, characterised by a
square form, stone-lined embankments, and deep water-holding capacity. The reservoir
was designed to store rainwater and exchange water with nearby water bodies such as

Gulab Sagar, forming part of an integrated urban water system.

One of the most distinctive features of the talaab is the presence of 108 beris (stepped
water access points) within the structure, lending strong religious symbolism to the site.

3.1 Technical Specifications

Shape Square

Length x Width Approximately 130 x 70 metres

Depth Approximately 17 meters

Estimated Maximum Depth

: : 45-60 meters
(historical accounts)

Construction Material Stone masonry (local sandstone)

Associated Features 108 beris, stone ghats, embankment walls

Connected with Gulab Sagar and nearby water
systems

Hydrological Link




Satellite imagery of the lake in February 2026

4. Hydrology and Water Behaviour

Fateh Sagar Talaab was historically part of a rainwater harvesting and filtration-based
system, receiving monsoon runoff and maintaining water quality through natural
sedimentation and percolation. Water exchange with Gulab Sagar helped regulate
water levels and prevent stagnation.

In recent decades, the hydrological system has been severely disrupted due to the
inflow of untreated wastewater and sewage from nearby drains, leading to
contamination, eutrophication, and loss of ecological balance.

5. Past Uses and Social Functions
Historically, the talaab supported a wide range of uses:

« Water for religious offerings and idol worship

 Drinking water for nearby residents

« Water for livestock

« Domestic household needs

« Irrigation of gardens and small agricultural patches

« Community members remember the talab as a lively social and ritual space.



A resident shared:

“ gl W < garst A T Repreft s ot ”

(Here, the deity’s procession used to be carried out by boat.)

The talaab also functioned as a gathering space during festivals and religious
observances.

6. Cultural and Community Significance

Fateh Sagar Talaab held immense
cultural importance and was a major
site for religious events, including:

» Deepdaan on Kartik Purnima

« Dev Jhoolni Ekadashi

« Diwali celebrations

« Regular worship by the Brahmin
community

A community narrative highlights its
sacred status:

“ ehtfeien gfotar ur fuer glar o1, iR qRT darera AR @ W= S1rar o) ”

(On Kartik Purnima, lamps were floated, and the entire pond glowed with light.)

The talaab once supported rich aquatic life, including fish and turtles, reinforcing its
ecological and spiritual value.

7. Present Condition and Emerging Concerns

At present, Fateh Sagar Talaab is in a severely degraded condition. Large volumes of
sewage and drain water continuously enter the reservoir, rendering the water unfit for
any use. Aquatic life has nearly disappeared, and foul odour and mosquito breeding

have become major concerns.

Although limited religious activities continue, the historic vibrancy and sanctity of the
site have significantly declined.

8. Challenges and Conservation Issues

Heavy accumulation of plastic and solid waste
Collapse of aquatic biodiversity

Foul smell and mosquito infestation

Structural damage to ghats and embankments



Absence of regular cleaning and maintenance

Decline in religious and cultural engagement

Lack of community-led monitoring mechanisms
Continuous inflow of untreated sewage and drain water

9. Conservation Priorities and Structural Needs

« Comprehensive cleaning and desilting of the reservoir

- Immediate diversion of sewage and drain inflows

« Restoration and repair of ghats and embankment walls

« Revival of traditional water inflow and filtration systems

« Regular water quality monitoring

« Reintroduction of controlled religious and cultural activities

« Community-based conservation and awareness programmes

« Integration of the talab into city-level heritage and water conservation planning



Gandero Ki Dhani Bawdi

Types of Water body: Stepwell

Coordinates: Latitude: 26.362491° N, Longitude: 72.962383° E
Ward No.: 2

Landmark: Near Gov. Girls senior Secondary School, Mandor

Gandero Ki Dhani Bawdi

1. Introduction and Geographic Context

Gandero Ki Dhani Baori is a historic stepwell located in the Mandor region of Jodhpur,
Rajasthan, falling under Ward No. 2. The baori forms part of the older rural landscape
surrounding Mandor and reflects traditional water management practices developed to
sustain settlements in arid conditions. For decades, it served as a critical source of water
for domestic, religious, and community needs.

The surrounding area includes dispersed residential clusters, open land, native
vegetation, and a small shrine of Baba Ramdev Ji, reinforcing the baori’'s social and
religious significance.

2. Historical Background and Community Memory
The baori is locally believed to be approximately 150 years old and was constructed
through collective community effort at a time when no alternative drinking water sources

existed in the area. Oral histories suggest that a stone inscription once existed at the site,
though it is no longer visible.



The name “Gandero Ki Dhani Baori” is associated either with the Gandero community or
the settlement known as Gandero Ki Dhani, indicating strong ties between the water
structure and local identity. Historically, the baori retained water for nearly five months,
making it a dependable seasonal source.

Community member / local resident shared:

“ gg aragl o1 U=t G it o forg Rtk glar T, ok gt gest wRIgwHE | un| 7
(The water of this baori was sufficient for the entire settlement and was considered
the most reliable source.)

3. Structural Features and Water Architecture

Gandero Ki Dhani Baori represents traditional Marwari stepwell architecture, adapted to
local geology and rainfall patterns. Stones excavated during digging were reused for
constructing the steps and retaining walls, demonstrating efficient material use.

A distinctive damru-shaped stone trough near the baori was historically used for drawing
water with buckets and later with mechanical pumps. The stepped access allowed people

to reach water at varying levels depending on seasonal availability.

3.1 Technical Specifications

Type of Water Structure Baori (stepwell)

Plan Form Approximately L-shaped

Length / Width 3-5 meters

Depth Approximately 12—-14 m

Construction Material Locally available stone

Estimated Age 150 years

Water Retention Period (historical) Up to 5 months

Stone steps, damru-shaped water trough,
nearby Ramdev Ji shrine

Associated Features




4. Hydrology and Water Behaviour

The baori functioned as a rain-fed groundwater structure, collecting surface runoff and
recharging subsurface aquifers. During the monsoon, water levels would rise steadily,
gradually declining through the dry season.

Over time, natural inflow channels have been blocked, and the catchment area has been
disturbed, resulting in complete drying of the structure today. No active water extraction
system exists at present.

5. Past Uses and Social Functions

Historically, Gandero Ki Dhani Baori supported a wide range of everyday and ritual
activities. It supplied drinking water to nearby households, water for livestock, and was an
important stop for travellers.

It also functioned as a social space where women gathered for water-related rituals and
daily interaction, making it central to community life.

Community member / local resident shared:

“ ggaf & g1t AT At Seva g} o, afeeh AT v Sfia= am) ”

(Fetching water from here was not just a necessity; it was part of everyday life.)
6. Cultural and Community Significance

The baori holds deep ritual and cultural value, particularly for life-cycle events. Women
traditionally visited the baori after childbirth for purification rituals, as per local customs.
Before weddings, housewarming ceremonies, and other auspicious occasions, bathing or
water worship at the baori was considered ¥ (auspicious).

Shraddh and death-related rituals were also performed here, and the presence of Baba
Ramdev Ji’s shrine further enhanced its sacred character.

Community member / local resident shared:

“ g & ST+H o 1§ dal goil gielt 2ft, 3R 39 ar=it &Y ufd=r 7T SITar o)
(After the birth of a child, rituals were performed here, and the water was
considered sacred.)



7. Present Condition and Emerging Concerns

At present, Gandero Ki Dhani Baori is in a severely deteriorated condition. The structure
is unsafe to access, with collapsed sections, eroded stonework, and accumulated waste
inside the baori. Water inflow has completely stopped, and the baori remains dry.

Encroachment, lack of maintenance, and absence of institutional responsibility have
accelerated its decline.

8. Challenges and Conservation Issues

« Structural instability and risk of collapse

« Complete blockage of rainwater inflow channels

« Accumulation of garbage and debris

 Loss of original catchment area

« Encroachment and neglect

« Declining community engagement due to non-functionality

9. Conservation Priorities and Structural Needs

- Immediate structural assessment and stone repair

« Complete desilting and internal cleaning

« Restoration of traditional rainwater inflow channels

« Removal of encroachments and securing the site with a boundary

« Installation of signage highlighting historical and cultural significance
« Declaring the baori as a local heritage water structure

« Community-led monitoring and awareness initiatives

« Regular maintenance supported by municipal and heritage agencies



Ganga Bawdi

Type of water body: Bawdi (Stepwell)
Coordinates: Lat- 26.294395° Long.-73.020788°
Ward no: 32

Landmark: Near Katla Bazaar

Ganga Bawdi

1. Introduction and Geographic Context

Ganga Baori is located within the premises of Achaleshwar Mahadev Temple, near
Ghantaghar Katla Bazaar in Ward 32 of Jodhpur. Situated in one of the city’s oldest and
most densely built areas, the baori forms an integral part of the religious and commercial
landscape of the historic core. Despite intense urbanisation, it continues to function as an
active water source and remains physically and socially connected to the temple complex
and surrounding neighbourhood.

2. Historical Background and Community Memory

Ganga Baori was constructed several decades ago with the primary purpose of providing
a dependable water source for the Achaleshwar Mahadev Temple and the surrounding
settlement. Before the introduction of piped water systems, the baori fulfilled everyday
needs including drinking water, ritual use, and temple maintenance.




A significant moment in the collective memory of the community is associated with events
from approximately seventy years ago, following the arrival of Dada Darbar Satguru Shri
Nepali Dada Ji at the temple. According to local belief, the quality of water in the baori
changed during this period and became sweet, after having been saline earlier. This
change is remembered as a defining moment in the history of the baori.

Community members recalled this transition in their own words:

“ Ugel 39 d1as! Al T @RT AT, Afh Aurelt g1e1 Sft & 3= & a1 ag Hist gt | ”
(Earlier the water of this baori was saline, but after Nepali Dada Ji arrived, it
became sweet.)

Another elder explained how this change shaped community trust in the bawdi:

“ 99 @ &1 39 Ut ol afas ofik iR gt A=+ &) 7

(Since then, people began to consider this water sacred and suitable for drinking.)

These narratives highlight how spiritual belief, lived experience, and environmental
change together shaped the identity and continued use of Ganga Baori.

3. Structural Features and Water Architecture

Ganga Baori is a traditional stepwell constructed using locally available stone and lime
mortar. The structure consists of a four-storey stepped system that allows access to water
at different levels depending on seasonal variation. With a depth of approximately sixty
feet, the baori is capable of retaining water for extended periods, reflecting a sound
understanding of local hydrogeology and water storage needs.



3.1 Technical Specifications

Shape Rectangular

Dimensions Approximately 21.3 m x 7.6 m.

Depth Approximately 18 m

Structural Type Four-storey stepped baori (pol system)

Primary Material Local stone with lime mortar

Water Source Groundwater recharge supported by rainfall

4. Hydrology and Water Behaviour

The baori draws water primarily from groundwater recharge supported by rainfall and
subsurface flows. Its depth enables access to relatively stable aquifers, which historically
ensured year-round availability. The change in water quality remembered by the
community is understood either as a spiritual occurrence or as a result of shifts in
underground water movement. At present, the water is widely regarded as clean and
sweet, reinforcing its continued use.

5. Cultural, Religious, and Social Significance

Located within the Achaleshwar Mahadev Temple complex, Ganga Baori holds strong
religious significance. The water is used daily for jalabhishek, ritual offerings, and temple
maintenance. It is also consumed by devotees and nearby residents, making the baori an

essential component of both spiritual practice and daily life.

6. Ecology and Immediate Environment

Despite its location within a dense urban area, the baori creates a cooler microclimate
due to its depth, stone construction, and the presence of water. Limited bird activity and
small aquatic organisms indicate a modest but existing ecological function, though
biodiversity potential remains constrained by surrounding development.




7. Present Condition and Emerging Concerns

Ganga Baori remains functional but shows signs of wear, including dirt accumulation
within the stepped structure. Maintenance is currently undertaken by the Temple
Management Committee, largely through traditional practices. With increasing use and
urban pressure, systematic cleaning and structural inspection have become increasingly
important.

8. Community Knowledge and Lived Experience

Community knowledge continues to guide the everyday use of Ganga Baori. Residents
prefer the baori water for drinking due to its taste and perceived purity, and elders recall a
time when it served as the primary water source for the entire locality. This shared

knowledge reinforces the baori’s status as a living heritage structure.

9. Conservation Needs and Restoration Priorities

Long-term sustainability of Ganga Bawdi requires regular cleaning, water quality
monitoring, and structural maintenance. Coordination between temple authorities and
municipal agencies is essential to ensure that conservation measures respect the sacred
character of the site while safeguarding its physical integrity.




Ganglaav Talaab

Types of Water body- Pond

Coordinates: Latitude 26.293283° N, Longitude 73.011474° E

Ward No.:21

Landmark: Fatehpole Road, adjoining Kolari Mohalla, Sodagaran Mohalla

Ganglaav Talaab

1. Introduction and Geographic Context

Ganglaav Talaab is a historic urban water body located along Fatehpole Road, adjoining
Kolari Mohalla, Sodagaran Mohalla, and the Ganglaav locality in Jodhpur, Rajasthan.
The reservoir has long served as a critical water source for surrounding residential
neighbourhoods and represents an important component of Jodhpur’'s traditional
rainwater harvesting system.

Local accounts suggest that Ganglaav Talaab is approximately 250-300 years old,
constructed during the period of the Rao Maharajas of Marwar. Historically, it functioned
as a community-level water reservoir supporting drinking, bathing, livestock, and other
daily needs. Despite its past prominence, the talab is currently in a severely degraded
condition due to neglect, unchecked urbanisation, and pollution.



2. Historical Background and Community Memory

Ganglaav Talab is remembered by local residents as one of the major historic ponds of
old Jodhpur. Oral histories indicate that the talab was developed as a rain-fed water
storage system, carefully integrated with surrounding catchments and natural slopes. For
several generations, residents of Sodagaran Mohalla, Kolari Mohalla, and adjacent areas
depended on this pond for their everyday water requirements.

Elders recall that the pond remained active throughout the year and supported a wide
range of domestic and livelihood activities.

A long-time resident shared:

“ Ugel 39 daTeTTd @ R Higew! bl i TodT YT— U1, 9g[, eI g adl srersia un| »
(This pond met all the needs of the neighbourhood—for drinking, bathing, and
everything else.)

The collective memory of Ganglaav Talab reflects its role not only as a water source but
also as a shared community asset that sustained everyday life.

3. Structural Features and Water Architecture

Ganglaav Talab was originally designed as a large open reservoir, with strong stone
ghats constructed along its periphery. These ghats included multiple stepped access
points, allowing people to reach the water safely at different levels depending on
seasonal fluctuations.

Local estimates suggest that the pond covered a substantial area, indicating its

importance as a major storage structure within the city. The surrounding built fabric
developed gradually around the talab, integrating residential areas with the water body.



3.1 Technical Specifications

Type Talab (pond/reservoir)

Approximate Dimensions 300 x 400 metres

Construction Stone-lined edges and ghats

Access Features 6—7 stepped ghats

Rainwater runoff from surrounding settlements

Water Source
and open areas

Dense urban neighbourhood with historic
residential clusters

Setting

4. Hydrology and Water Behaviour

Ganglaav Talaab functioned as a rainwater harvesting reservoir, collecting monsoon
runoff from its catchment area. Historically, the open water surface allowed for gradual
percolation, contributing to groundwater recharge and maintaining water availability well
beyond the monsoon season.

At present, the hydrological functioning of the talaab is severely disrupted. The entire
surface is covered with water hyacinth, preventing sunlight penetration, reducing oxygen
levels, and obstructing natural water movement. Inflow of wastewater from nearby drains
has further degraded water quality and storage capacity.

5. Past Uses and Social Functions
In earlier times, Ganglaav Talaab served as the social and functional heart of the
neighbourhood. Women washed clothes at the ghats, people bathed daily, livestock were

brought for drinking water, and even bullock carts were cleaned along the edges of the
pond. During the monsoon, the filled talab offered a scenic and lively environment.

A resident recalled:

“ g YT, AT, 9RI3il &l ar-it fore=—aa agf gtar uml

(Washing clothes, bathing, giving water to animals—everything happened here.)

The talaab thus played a vital role in shaping everyday routines and social interactions
within the locality.



6. Cultural and Community Significance

Ganglaav Talaab continues to hold strong emotional and cultural value, especially for
long-term residents. Many people associate the pond with childhood memories, seasonal
festivals, and a sense of collective belonging. Even in its degraded state, the talab
remains a symbol of the area’s shared heritage.

A local elder expressed this attachment:

“ 3TaT WY 519 39 aTTE &l @A g, R 99 g1 3T ST gl 7
(Even today, when we look at this pond, memories of earlier times come back.)

The loss of the talab’s health is therefore experienced not only as an environmental issue
but also as a cultural and social loss.

7. Present Condition and Emerging Concerns

Currently, Ganglaav Talaab is in a highly neglected condition. The pond is completely
covered with water hyacinth, and the stone embankments, ghats, and steps have
suffered extensive damage. Solid waste, plastic, animal waste, and domestic garbage are
visible along the edges.

Local residents reported that no cleaning activity has taken place for the last 6-8 months,
allowing the condition to worsen. Unregulated inflow from nearby drains has further
polluted the water and reduced its holding capacity.

8. Challenges and Conservation Issues

« Complete coverage of the water surface by water hyacinth

« Structural damage to stone walls, ghats, and steps

« Continuous inflow of polluted water from nearby drains

« Accumulation of plastic, solid waste, and animal waste

« Decline in water storage and recharge capacity

« Absence of regular maintenance and monitoring

« Encroachment pressure from surrounding urban development



9. Conservation Priorities and Structural Needs

« Immediate removal of water hyacinth using manual and mechanical methods

« Regular monitoring to prevent regrowth of aquatic weeds

« Repair and restoration of damaged ghats, steps, and boundary walls

« Complete diversion of wastewater and drain inflows

« Desilting and cleaning of the pond bed to restore depth

« Reactivation of rainwater inflow channels

« Formation of a local lake protection committee involving residents

« Community awareness campaigns discouraging waste dumping

« Revival of the talaab as a functional rainwater harvesting structure and urban
ecological asset



Golnaadi Bawdi

Types of Water body: Stepwell

Coordinates: Latitude: 26.301604° N, Longitude: 73.023432° E
Ward No.: 49

Landmark: Ummed Chowk—Golnaadi area

Golnaadi Bawdi

1. Introduction and Geographic Context

Golnaadi Stepwell is located in Ward No. 49, Ummed Chowk—-Golnaadi area of Jodhpur
city, Rajasthan, within the historic fabric of the old city. It is a traditional bawdi (stepwell)
constructed primarily for rainwater harvesting and groundwater access in an arid
environment. The structure lies within a densely inhabited neighbourhood, surrounded by
residential buildings, narrow lanes, and an open ground that earlier functioned as a naadi
(pond).

Historically, the stepwell formed an integral part of a larger water system consisting of a
circular naadi and underground channels. Even today, despite surface-level changes, the
bawdi remains water-filled throughout the year, indicating its continued hydrological
relevance.

2. Historical Background and Community Memory

Based on community narratives and local testimonies, Golnaadi Stepwell is estimated to
be around 400-500 years old. Originally, the site had a circular naadi that collected
ainwater from all four directions. The stepwell was constructed within this naadi, and the



area came to be known as “Golnaadi” because of its circular water body.

Over time, the nadi was filled and converted into an open ground, but the bawdi
continued to function independently. Elderly residents recalled that the water was once
clean, sweet, and fit for drinking, and the structure served as a primary source of water
for the surrounding settlement.

One local resident shared:

« 3ot ot ug Tradt guR fAw arel &1 S &1 uget 39T AN Ui gar ar—ui_, @,
geT 3R argfadh Sftea &t FTevdl & forg| orar 39T SEIHT agd v gt T gl ”
(Even today this stepwell is a source of memories for us. Earlier it was used daily,
but now its use has reduced significantly.)

These memories highlight the gradual decline in water quality and the changing
relationship between the community and the stepwell.

3. Structural Features and
Water Architecture

Golnaadi Stepwell is a
rectangular  stone  structure
constructed using locally

available Ghotu stone. It follows
traditional stepwell architecture,
with stepped access leading
deep into the structure to reach
the water level. The design
reflects an understanding of
groundwater  behaviour and
long-term water storage.

The interior walls of the bawdi feature carvings and motifs of animals and birds, indicating
the aesthetic and cultural considerations embedded in its construction. Pillar-like
structural elements support the stepped pathways, ensuring stability at greater depths.



3.1 Technical Specifications

Type Stepwell (Bawdi)

Construction Material Ghotu stone

Shape Rectangular

Approximate Length 30 meters

Approximate Width 3-4 meters

Depth Approx. 30 meter

Multiple stepped entries supported by structural
pillars

Access

4. Hydrology and Water Behaviour

The stepwell is fed by a combination of rainwater infiltration and underground water
channels. While the open ground above the structure temporarily holds rainwater during
the monsoon and dries within a few days, the bawdi itself retains water throughout the
year.

In recent years, rising water levels have been observed, leading to seepage into
underground portions of nearby houses. This suggests changes in subsurface flow
patterns and highlights the need for careful hydrological assessment as part of
conservation planning.

5. Past Uses and Social Functions

Historically, Golnaadi Stepwell was a major source of drinking water, domestic use,
livestock watering, and religious bathing. It played a central role in everyday life,
especially during dry seasons when other sources were scarce.

Residents recalled its importance:

“ gg grast Ak urht o1 sIRAT A& Y, afer gaR ARt & Shaw ik armfSies Sftas &
feear ot »

(This stepwell was not just a source of water; it was part of our everyday and social
life.)



The stepwell also functioned as a social space where people gathered, interacted, and
shared daily routines, reinforcing community bonds.

6. Cultural and Community Significance

Golnaadi Stepwell holds strong cultural and emotional significance for the local
community. It is remembered as a shared heritage space linked to collective memory,
seasonal rhythms, and traditional water wisdom.

A community member expressed:

« 31t ot ag Tad) gaR AT arel ok farmaa fY R 21 ugst g9t A= Uiy gar ar

—d_, @ft, gon ik anyfges shiasr hit el & foig| s s swwTe diffa gt mar gl ”

(Even today this stepwell is a symbol of memories and heritage for us, even though
its use has now become limited.)

Despite restricted access due to safety measures, the site continues to attract local
residents, students, and researchers interested in traditional water systems.

7. Present Condition and Emerging Concerns

At present, the stepwell continues to hold water year-round, but its condition has
deteriorated. Silt accumulation, plastic waste, and other debris are visible in the water.
Following a past incident of suicide, iron grills and gates have been installed, limiting
access and everyday use.

The stone walls show signs of damage, and soil erosion is visible along the edges. The
water is no longer suitable for drinking and is now used only in a limited manner for
animals or non-potable domestic purposes.

8. Challenges and Conservation Issues
Key challenges identified through field observation and community testimony include:

Accumulation of silt and solid waste

Damage to stone walls and structural elements

Blocked or degraded inflow channels from the catchment area
Decline in community use and stewardship

Lack of regular cleaning, maintenance, and institutional responsibility



A local resident noted:

“ TATTEY i Tg TSt agd QR 81 gge Tt bt Tl AT SR sRiEE o, fwd iR, @t
3R argfaas Sfiat &t sroeed gt giedt off| st g a9 gar forg farrea ik @fa i
Rert 8, dfr 38 791 & fog 9w iR g des F=A gt T @l 7
(This Golnadi stepwell is very old. Earlier the water here was clean, but today
cleaning and repair have become essential to save it.)

9. Conservation Priorities and Structural Needs

« Desilting of the bawdi through manual and mechanical methods

« Restoration and cleaning of catchment and inflow channels

« Structural repair of damaged stone walls using traditional masonry techniques

« Improvement of safety grills and access systems

« Formation of a local water conservation committee for community participation

« Installation of information boards detailing historical significance, rules, and safety
guidelines



Govardhan Talaab

Types of Water body: Pond

Coordinates: Latitude: 26.296853° N, Longitude: 73.006392° E
Ward No.: 19

Landmark: Near Chandpole area

Govardhan Talab

1. Introduction and Geographic Context

Govardhan Talaab is a traditional water body located in Ward No. 19, Chandpol area of
Jodhpur, Rajasthan, in close proximity to a historic Shiva temple. The talaab has
historically served the surrounding residential settlements and functioned as a vital
community water source. Its location within the dense fabric of the old city highlights its
Importance in sustaining everyday life in a water-scarce, arid environment.

The talaab also contributes to the local microclimate by moderating temperatures and
providing ecological relief in an otherwise hot and dry urban setting.

2. Historical Background and Community Memory

Govardhan Talaab derives its name from long-standing religious and cultural traditions
practiced by the local community. Historically, on the occasion of Dhanteras, women
collected soil from this talab to create symbolic forms of Goddess Lakshmi and performed
Govardhan Puja outside their homes. Over time, these ritual practices led to the water
body being popularly known as Gordhan Taalab.



Elders from the Chandpol area recall that the talaab was among the primary sources of
drinking water for the locality and was known for its cleanliness and reliability, especially
during the post-monsoon period.

A community member shared:

“ yget diquter & N1 gt arerrar &1 urt i <& g aga ufas sfz |1 A Strar i)
(Earlier, residents of Chandpol depended on this pond for drinking water, and it
was considered pure and clean)

3. Structural Features and Water Architecture

Govardhan Talaab reflects traditional stone-based water architecture adapted to local
climatic and geological conditions. The talaab was originally constructed with stone-lined
edges and steps (ghats) that allowed easy access to water. These steps also functioned
as social spaces where people gathered for daily activities.

The reservoir was designed to store rainwater efficiently, with natural slopes guiding
runoff into the talab. The surrounding stone embankments helped protect the structure
and maintain its storage capacity.

3.1 Technical Specifications

Type of Water Structure Talaab (Traditional Reservoir)

Approximate Dimensions Length = 61 m, Width * 46 m, Depth = 15 m.

Construction Material Local stone masonry

Estimated Age Several centuries old

Associated Features Stone steps (ghats), embankment walls

Nearby Landmark Historic Shiva Temple




Satellite imagery of the lake in February 2026

4. Hydrology and Water Behaviour

Govardhan Talaab primarily functioned as a rainwater harvesting structure, collecting
runoff from nearby catchments during the monsoon. The depth of the reservoir allowed
water to be retained for extended periods, ensuring availability even during dry months.

In earlier times, the talaab contributed to groundwater recharge and supported nearby
wells. However, blocked inlets, accumulation of silt, and lack of regular maintenance have
disrupted its natural hydrological functioning.

5. Past Uses and Social Functions

Historically, Govardhan Talaab supported multiple domestic and social needs, including:

Drinking water

Bathing and washing

Household uses

Religious rituals and ceremonial practices

The talaab served as a daily gathering space, particularly for women, reinforcing social
bonds within the community.



Community members shared:
“ g drerd fOth arh a1 Qe AT U, afces gaRY A1 i Sieft @ f@war an
(This pond was not just a source of water; it was an integral part of our everyday
life.)

6. Cultural and Community Significance

Govardhan Talaab holds deep religious and cultural significance within the old city of
Jodhpur. Ritual bathing, worship, and ceremonies associated with Dhanteras and
Govardhan Puja were traditionally performed here, and its proximity to a Shiva temple
reinforced its status as a sacred space. For long-term residents, the talab symbolises
collective memory, faith, and the continuity of local traditions.

The soil of Govardhan Talaab was historically regarded as sacred and associated with
Goddess Lakshmi. Women from the inner-city areas of Chandpol would collect this sall
on Dhanteras, take it home, and worship it as a symbol of prosperity. However, the
deterioration of the talab due to debris and neglect gradually weakened this ritual
connection. Today, the practice has shifted, and soil for Dhanteras rituals is instead
collected from Hanumangarh, reflecting how environmental degradation has led to the
displacement of long-standing cultural practices linked to this historic water body.

7. Present Condition and Emerging Concerns



At present, Govardhan Talaab is in a state of neglect. Field observations and community
feedback indicate:

« Structural damage to stone embankments and steps

« Accumulation of garbage and plastic waste

« Heavy silt deposition reducing water-holding capacity

« Growth of algae and stagnant water conditions

« Encroachment along the edges

« Inadequate inflow due to blocked drainage channels

« Water quality has visibly deteriorated, and the talab no longer functions as a reliable
water source.

8. Challenges and Conservation Issues

» Broken stone walls and eroded ghats

« Thick silt layer reducing storage capacity by an estimated 30—-40%
« Solid waste dumping and plastic pollution

« Encroachment and misuse of peripheral areas

- Blocked rainwater inlets

« Absence of regular cleaning and monitoring

« Declining religious and community engagement due to deterioration

9. Conservation Priorities and Structural Needs

To restore Govardhan Talaab as a functional and cultural water body, the following
actions are prioritised:

« Comprehensive desilting to restore original depth

« Repair and strengthening of stone embankments and ghats

« Clearing and rehabilitation of rainwater inflow channels

« Prevention of wastewater and solid waste entry

« Demarcation and protection of the buffer zone to prevent encroachment

» Plantation and creation of a green belt around the talab

« Installation of signage highlighting heritage value and penalties for dumping

« Formation of a local community monitoring committee, involving women and youth
« Awareness programmes linking water conservation with cultural traditions



Govinda (Gorindha) Bawdi

Types of Water body: Stepwell

Coordinates: Latitude 26.291873, Longitude 73.022212
Ward No.: 32

Landmark: Rawaton Ka Bas

Govinda (Gorindha) Bawdi
1. Introduction and Geographic Context

Govinda (locally known as Goradhay) Bawdi is located in Rawaton Ka Bas, Jodhpur city
(Ward No. 32), in the historic Tripolia Bazaar area. It is a traditional stepwell (bawdi) that
forms part of Jodhpur’s historic urban water system. The bawdi is over a century old and
has historically played an important role in local water management, cultural life, and
social activities of the surrounding settlement.

Situated within a dense commercial-residential zone, the bawdi reflects the close
integration of water infrastructure with marketplaces, havelis, and everyday urban life in
historic Jodhpur.

2. Historical Background and Community Memory

Govinda (Goradhay) Bawdi is believed to have been constructed around 100 years ago
during the princely period, primarily to meet the bathing and daily water requirements of
kings and royal households. At that time, the Tripolia Bazaar area functioned as a major
centre of trade, residence, and royal-linked institutions, creating the need for a reliable
and well-managed water source.



The nearby Pokaran Haveli stands as evidence of the area’s royal and mercantile
importance. Over time, the bawdi also became accessible to local traders and residents,
strengthening its role as a shared community water source.

Shared by an elder resident:

“ Uget gg dTas] ASIT-HERISISI & e 3Tet oft, ik g # 3mA & & Sfia &1 9grr
oft| 39 urit @t aga ATk SR ufdsr AT SHTar o)

(Earlier this stepwell was used by kings and later by common people. Its water was
considered very clean.)

3. Structural Features and Water Architecture

Govinda Bawdi follows traditional Rajasthani water architecture. It is a rectangular
stepwell constructed with stone masonry. The structure includes two pols (stepped
chambers) that allowed users to descend gradually to the water level. Thick stone walls
provided stability and helped regulate temperature and evaporation.

Historically, the bawdi was connected to nearby stepwells and groundwater sources,
forming part of an interconnected subsurface water network that helped maintain water
levels throughout the year.

3.1 Technical Specifications

Shape Rectangular

Approximate Dimensions 12 x 18 metres

Depth Approximately 21 m.

Construction Material: Stone masonry




4. Hydrology and Water Behaviour

Govinda Bawdi is connected to an underground water storage and recharge system.
Rainwater and subsurface flows from surrounding areas would slowly percolate into the
bawdi, keeping it replenished. Natural filtration through soil and stone layers ensured
relatively clean water.

At present, groundwater pollution, waste dumping, and structural damage have adversely
affected both water quality and storage capacity. The water from the bawdi is now
mechanically extracted and supplied to a factory in the Kudi Bhagtasani area.

5. Past Uses and Social Functions

Historically, the bawdi served multiple purposes. It was used for royal bathing, domestic
water needs of traders and residents, religious rituals, and watering of animals and birds.
The presence of fish and turtles in the water indicated good water quality and ecological
balance.

Shared by a local resident:

“ gg ITaSt hael gl T T Tl oft, afees afdfer srge™l ok amfSies &Mt & A oft
AT gidt Y| ag TR hi fSieatt o fgwar ot »

(The water of this stepwell was used for religious rituals and social activities. It was
part of the life of the local Market.)

6. Cultural and Community Significance

Govinda Bawdi was deeply embedded in the cultural life of the Tripolia Bazaar area.
People gathered here during festivals, religious occasions, and important community
discussions. Its association with royal bathing gave it a distinct historical and cultural
prestige.

Despite its present condition, the bawdi continues to evoke strong memories and
emotional connections among long-term residents.

Shared by a Woman Resident:

“« 31T Yt ag Iradt gAR AT a1l Y ST1E 8, Wt g 3Rt U 31 ugd ST 8l @1l ¢
(Even today this stepwell is a place of memories for us, even though its use is no
longer the same.)



7. Present Condition and Emerging Concerns

Currently, Govinda Bawdi is in a deteriorated condition. Solid waste and garbage are
frequently dumped into the water. Cracks have developed in the stone walls, indicating
serious structural stress. A motor installed by the Municipal Corporation is operated
locally to extract water.

Biodiversity such as fish and turtles has nearly disappeared. Although periodic
cleanliness drives have been undertaken by environmental volunteers, these efforts
remain limited in scale.

8. Challenges and Conservation Issues
Major challenges include:

« Structural damage and cracks in stone walls

« Dumping of garbage and polluted water inflow

« Encroachment and blockage of natural water pathways
« Poor condition of steps and pols

« Declining groundwater quality

« Limited municipal monitoring and maintenance

Shared by an elder resident:

“ IR TSl & IRT A GRAT 3R THE gt df T HeRT ST dg & &t ”
(If safety measures and cleanliness are ensured around the stepwell, people will
stop dumping waste.)

9. Conservation Priorities and Structural Needs

« Repair and strengthening of damaged stone walls

« Installation of iron grills around the bawdi

» Restoration of steps and both pols

« Water purification and solid waste management measures

« Removal of encroachments and reopening of natural water routes
« Installation of information boards and local beautification

« Community engagement in conservation drives

« Revival of biodiversity through improved water quality



Gulab Sagar

Types of Water body: Pond

Coordinates: Latitude: 26.297279° N, Longitude: 73.024911° E
Ward No.:38

Landmark: Sardar Market and Sardar Market area (Girdikot)

Gulab Sagar

1. Introduction and Geographic Context

Gulab Sagar is a prominent historic water body located in the heart of Jodhpur city,
Rajasthan, and falls under Ward No. 38. Situated near the Sardar Market and Sardar
Market area (Girdikot) built during the reign of Maharaja Vijay Singh, this talab has been
an integral part of Jodhpur’s traditional urban water management system.

The surrounding area today includes dense residential settlements, educational
institutions, and heritage structures. The presence of Gulab Sagar historically contributed
to a relatively cooler microclimate and supported urban life in the walled city area.

2. Historical Background and Community Memory

Gulab Sagar was constructed during the rule of the Jodhpur kings to meet the growing
water needs of the expanding city. Historical narratives link its construction to Maharaja
Vijay Singh, near the Paswan Palace, which enhanced both the functional and aesthetic
value of the area.



Elders recall that Gulab Sagar was once known for its clean, deep water and was a
dependable source for both daily and ceremonial needs. It formed a vital part of the
interconnected water system of old Jodhpur.

A local elder shared:

“Uget [T JRR T 9Tt 31T A1 glar At fak @k famm fohelt 2% & Saent sdae o 2| ”
(Earlier, the water of Gulab Sagar was so clean that it could be used without
hesitation.)

The talab was not merely a water source but a landmark embedded in the collective
memory of the old city.

3. Structural Features and Water Architecture

Gulab Sagar represents a fine example of traditional Rajasthani water architecture. The
reservoir is rectangular in shape and constructed using locally available red sandstone.
Strong stone embankments and ghats were built to facilitate access and long-term water
retention.

The proximity of Paswan Palace added architectural harmony, making Gulab Sagar both
a utilitarian and visual element in the city’s landscape.

3.1 Technical Specifications

Type Talab (Reservair)

Length Approximately 150 meters

Width: Approximately 90 meters

Depth Around 20 meters

Shape Rectangular

Construction Material Red sandstone

Associated Structures Stone ghats, embankment walls, palace complex




Satellite imagery of the lake in February 2026

4. Hydrology and Water Behaviour

Historically, Gulab Sagar received water through rainfall runoff from surrounding
catchments, nearby hills, and traditional channels. This ensured sustained water
availability well beyond the monsoon season.

In the present scenario, water is also supplied through the Balsamand canal, while
untreated wastewater and sewage from urban drains have severely altered its
hydrological balance. Pollution has significantly reduced water quality and ecological
health.

5. Past Uses and Social Functions

In earlier times, Gulab Sagar supported a wide range of daily and livelihood-related
activities. Its water was used for drinking, household purposes, irrigation of gardens,
agriculture, and watering animals and birds. The talab also served as a social space

where people gathered, interacted, and carried out routine activities.

A resident recalled:

“ gg darerrd fath ur=it =1 |ia g U, ag 2AeR o Sha= o fawar a1l ”
(This pond was not just a water source; it was a part of the city’s everyday
life.)

Thus, Gulab Sagar functioned as both a resource and a social commons.



6. Cultural and Community Significance

Gulab Sagar has long been associated
with religious and cultural activities.
Festivals such as Ganesh Chaturthi
immersion, Devjhoolni Gyaras, and other
local rituals were regularly organised here.
Community members participated in
collective  worship, lamp  offerings
(deepdaan), and processions.

A community member shared:

“ Troter faests SR Aagre-it IRy & A [eTa AR QR 2AER I g a9 STAT AT| 7
(On occasions like Ganesh immersion and Devjhoolni Gyaras, Gulab Sagar
became the centre of the entire city.)

Apart from rituals, the talab also supported biodiversity, with fish, turtles, ducks, and
aqguatic plants forming part of its ecosystem.

7. Present Condition and Emerging Concerns

At present, Gulab Sagar is facing severe environmental stress. Although a large budget
was once sanctioned for its beautification and cleaning, the outcomes remain inadequate.
The inflow of sewage and polluted drains has rendered the water unfit for domestic or
ritual use.

While some aquatic life still exists, its population has declined sharply. Foul odour,
mosquito breeding, and deteriorating water quality have become major concerns for
nearby residents.

8. Challenges and Conservation Issues

« Inflow of untreated sewage and dirty drains

» Severe water pollution and foul smell

« Decline in aquatic biodiversity

« Encroachment and pressure from dense urban activities
« Irregular cleaning and maintenance

« Incomplete implementation of beautification projects
 Blocked traditional water inflow channels



9. Conservation Priorities and Structural Needs

- Immediate diversion and complete stoppage of sewage inflow

« Scientific water treatment and purification

« Restoration of traditional inflow channels

« Regular desilting and removal of pollutants

« Repair and conservation of ghats and embankment walls

« Community-led cleanliness and monitoring initiatives

« Awareness programmes highlighting Gulab Sagar’s heritage value
« Integration of heritage conservation with urban planning



Jahalarao Bawdi

Types of Water body: Stepwell

Coordinates: Latitude: 26.352052° N, Longitude: 73.035218° E
Ward No.: 59

Landmark: within the Mandore Garden complex

Jahalarao Bawdi

1. Introduction and Geographic Context

Jahalarao Bawdi is a historic stepwell-like water structure located within the Mandore
Garden complex in Jodhpur, Rajasthan. The Mandore region once served as the principal
seat of the Rathore rulers, leading to the development of several sophisticated water
structures to meet royal, religious, and community needs.

Jahalarao Bawdi functioned as an important rainwater harvesting and storage structure

and remains closely associated with Mandore’s gardens, temples, cenotaphs, and heritage
monuments.



2. Historical Background and Community Memory

Historical accounts suggest that Jahalarao Bawdi was constructed during the
seventeenth to eighteenth century as part of the Mandore revenue and royal garden
landscape. The structure was designed to meet the water requirements of royal gardens,
nearby settlements, and visitors to Mandore’s temples and memorials.

Local memory associates the bawdi with Mandore’s ceremonial and spiritual life, where
water was used for religious rituals, daily needs, and to support the lush garden
environment that once characterised the area. The structure reflects the broader tradition
of water conservation prevalent across the Sursagar—Mandore region.

3. Structural Features and Water Architecture

Jahalarao Bawdi is a stepwell-style jahalarao with a multi-tiered, stepped design, where
the central portion forms the deepest water-holding zone. The stepped ghats allow
access to water at varying levels depending on seasonal fluctuation.

The structure is built primarily of sandstone and features traditional stone carving,
protective boundary walls, and platforms that change with the water level. Inlet channels
were designed to guide rainwater efficiently into the jhalara from surrounding slopes and
garden areas.

3.1 Technical Specifications

Type of Water Structure Jhalara / Stepwell-like structure

Length Approximately 60—90 metres

Width Approximately 30-50 metres

Depth Approximately 6-9 metres (increases during monsoon)

Stepped, multi-level structure with deepest central

basin
Construction Material Sandstone masonry
Water Source Rainwater-fed




4. Hydrology and Water Behaviour

Jahalarao Bawdi functions primarily as a rain-fed water structure, collecting runoff from
the Mandore hills and garden catchment. During the monsoon season, the structure fills
rapidly due to its sloped catchment and inlet channels.

In summer months, the water level drops significantly, reflecting seasonal dependence
and gradual silt accumulation that has reduced storage capacity over time.

4.1 Ecological Profile and Natural Life

Historically, the presence of water supported vegetation within Mandore Garden and
contributed to a cooler microclimate in the surrounding area. The jhalara likely supported
aquatic organisms, birds, and insects, forming a small but significant ecological niche
within the arid landscape.

Over time, siltation, reduced water retention, and declining maintenance have weakened
these ecological functions. While trees and garden vegetation still benefit from the water,
biodiversity has reduced, and the structure now plays a limited ecological role compared
to its past.

5. Past Uses and Social Functions

In earlier periods, Jahalarao Bawdi served multiple functions. Its water was used for
drinking and domestic needs, religious rituals such as tarpan and bathing, and for
livestock. The jahalarao also provided cool drinking water to travellers and visitors to

Mandore’s monuments.

It formed an integral part of royal garden maintenance and temple activities, reflecting its
role as both a utilitarian and ceremonial water structure.

6. Cultural and Community Significance

Jahalarao Bawdi stands as an important symbol of Jodhpur’s traditional water culture
and heritage engineering. It has long been associated with religious rites, ancestral
rituals, and social gatherings linked to Mandore’s temples and memorials.




The structure contributes to Mandore Garden’s identity as a historic landscape where
water, architecture, religion, and ecology were closely interwoven. Even today, visitors
view the jhalara as a visible reminder of the region’s water wisdom.

7. Present Condition and Emerging Concerns

At present, Jahalarao Bawdi is no longer used for domestic or ritual water needs. Its
water is primarily utilised for irrigating nearby trees and plants.

Structural wear, reduced inflow, and lack of regular maintenance have affected its
condition. Visitor movement and tourism pressure have also introduced waste and
physical stress on the structure.

7.1 Ecological Degradation

Silt accumulation and disrupted inflow channels have reduced water retention capacity.
Declining water levels during summer months have limited the structure’s ability to
support aquatic life and maintain microclimatic benefits. Climate variability has further
affected rainfall patterns and recharge behaviour.

8. Challenges and Conservation Issues

- Silt accumulation reducing storage capacity

- Partial damage to retaining walls and stepped ghats
 Blocked or disrupted rainwater inlet channels
 Declining water quality

« Extremely low water levels during summer

« Waste disposal by visitors

« Absence of adequate lighting and safety barriers

9. Conservation Priorities and Structural Needs

« Scientific desilting to restore water-holding capacity

« Structural repair of ghats, walls, and platforms

» Cleaning and revival of catchment and inlet channels

« Installation of safety railings and warning signage

« Introduction of solar or LED-based lighting

« Environment-friendly visitor management practices

« Integrated conservation planning with Mandore Garden authorities



Jalra Bera (Nath )i ka Asan)

Types of Water body: Step pond

Coordinates: Lat: 26.3112152, Long: 73.0327195
Ward No.: 53

Landmark: Near Mahamandir Area

Jalra Bera (Nath Ji ka Asan)

1. Introduction and Geographic Context

Jalra Bera, locally known as Nath Ji ka Asan, is a historic step pond (jhalara) located in
the Mahamandir area of Jodhpur, Rajasthan. The site forms part of Jodhpur’s traditional
water management landscape and is closely associated with religious institutions of the
Nath sect. Beyond its function as a water source, Jalra Bera represents an important
intersection of water architecture, spiritual practice, and community life in the old city.

The step pond is embedded within a dense historic settlement and temple zone,
influencing the local microclimate and serving as a visual and cultural landmark within the
Mahamandir precinct.

2. Historical Background and Community Memory

Jalra Bera has long been associated with the Nath sect due to its proximity to the
Jalandhar Nath Ji temple and the Mahamandir religious complex. The name Nath Ji ka
Asan reflects its role as a resting, ritual, and water-use space for Nath yogis and saints
who inhabited and travelled through this area.




Historically, the water of Jalra Bera was regarded as exceptionally clean and sacred. It
was used by Brahmin households for cooking, by nearby residents for drinking purposes,
and for irrigating surrounding gardens and green spaces. Community memory
consistently recalls the stepwell as a dependable and respected source of water.

A local resident shared:

“Z FITEIR hT UTHI ST T HET ST U7 b s1gqon Y w65 7 oft g<ft a1 sxdwme glar am”
(The water of this stepwell was considered so pure that it was used even in
Brahmin households for cooking.)

These memories underline the social trust placed in the water quality and the centrality of
Jalra Bera in everyday life.

3. Structural Features and Water Architecture

Jalra Bera is an example of traditional Marwari stone architecture, designed to allow
gradual access to water across seasonal fluctuations. The structure consists of deep
descending stairways, arched corridors, and thick stone retaining walls that provide both
structural stability and thermal comfort.

The architectural form ensures reduced evaporation, shaded water surfaces, and
controlled access points, making it well suited to the arid climate of Marwar. The
stepwell's scale and depth indicate its role as a major storage structure rather than a
small neighbourhood well.

3.1 Technical Specifications

Type Jhalara (Stepwell)

Approximate Depth Around 90 metres

Number of Steps Approximately 500

Construction Material Local sandstone

Stepped access, arched galleries, stone-lined

Architectural Elements
walls

A e ELEL R RET TERS lTa =i Jalandhar Nath Ji Temple




4. Hydrology and Water Behaviour

Jalra Bera functioned as a rain-fed structure, collecting runoff from surrounding
catchments and built-up areas. The depth of the jhalara allowed it to retain water for long
durations, even during dry periods. Historically, it contributed to local groundwater
recharge and ensured year-round water availability.

In recent times, natural inflow and outflow mechanisms have been disrupted, leading to
stagnant water conditions and declining quality.

4.1 Ecological Profile and Natural Life

Earlier, the stepwell supported a modest aquatic ecosystem, including small fish and
amphibians, while its shaded environment attracted birds and provided cooling benefits to
the surrounding area. Vegetation around the structure helped stabilise the microclimate.
At present, algal growth, waste accumulation, and reduced circulation have diminished
biodiversity. Loss of clean water has directly impacted the ecological services once
provided by the jhalara.

5. Past Uses and Social Functions

Historically, Jalra Bera served multiple functions:

Drinking water source for nearby households
Cooking water for religious and Brahmin households
Irrigation of adjacent gardens

Water access for travelling saints and ascetics

A resting and social interaction space

Community member / local resident shared:

« 7rg ot FArh ar=it A hit ST A UM, TIY 3R FhT T Feha oft A1
(This was not just a place to collect water; saints and local people also rested
here.)

6. Cultural and Community Significance

The stepwell holds strong cultural and spiritual significance due to its association with the
Nath tradition. It functioned as a sacred water source linked to religious discipline, ritual
purity, and daily worship practices.




For local residents, Jalra Bera symbolises continuity of faith, traditional knowledge, and
collective memory. Its potential as a heritage and cultural tourism site further enhances its
contemporary relevance.

7. Present Condition and Emerging Concerns

Currently, Jalra Bera faces serious neglect. Water stagnation, algal growth, and waste
accumulation have rendered the water non-potable. The absence of regular maintenance
has also raised safety concerns, especially as children sometimes enter the stepwell for
swimming.

Ecologically, reduced water quality has led to the loss of aquatic life and increased health
risks.

8. Challenges and Conservation Issues

« Stagnant and polluted water

- Blocked traditional flow and drainage paths
« Algal growth and waste deposition

« Safety risks due to unrestricted access

« Absence of a long-term management plan

« Decline in ecological health and biodiversity

9. Conservation Priorities and Structural Needs

« Scientific cleaning and desilting of the stepwell

« Restoration of traditional water inflow and circulation paths

« Safety measures to restrict unsafe access

« Installation of heritage information signage

« Community-based monitoring involving Nath sect members and local residents
« Formal recognition as a protected heritage water structure




Janana Ghat

Types of Water body: step-accessed water body
Coordinates: Latitude: 26.3465° N, Longitude: 73.0460° E
Ward No.: 80

Landmark: within the Mandore Garden complex

Janana Ghat

1. Introduction and Geographic Context

Janana Ghat, also known as Nagnha Ganga Kund, is a historic water structure located
within the Mandore Garden complex near the Janana Mahal in Mandore, Jodhpur,
Rajasthan. The site lies close to major historical monuments and the Mandore
Government Museum, forming part of the former capital landscape of Marwar.

The ghat and kund are situated at the foothills of the Mandore hills, where natural springs
and hill seepage historically created a cool and shaded microclimate. This water body
represents a unique convergence of royal leisure, gendered spatial planning, and
traditional water management practices.




The name “Janana” reflects its exclusive association with women of the royal household.
The adjoining water body, Nagna Ganga Kund, is believed to have been fed by natural hill
seepage, ensuring cool and continuous water flow throughout the year.

local resident shared:

“« gg °re Al & fAT a3 Ty 9T, 9@t o1 ur gALn SST IgdrT ATl 7
(This ghat was built for the queens, and the water here always remained cool.)

These narratives highlight the site’s dual role as both a functional water structure and a
space of royal comfort and privacy.

3. Structural Features and Water Architecture

Janana Ghat displays refined stone architecture typical of royal water spaces in Marwar.
Constructed using locally available red Jodhpur sandstone, the ghat features stepped
access to the water, carved stone embankments, and shaded architectural elements.

Distinctive features include intricately carved jharokhas, arched openings, and stone
lattice (jali) screens, designed to maintain privacy while allowing ventilation and visual
connection with the surrounding landscape. The layout reflects careful consideration of
gendered use, climate adaptation, and aesthetic refinement.

3.1 Technical Specifications

Associated Water Body Nagna Ganga Kund

Construction Material Local red sandstone

Water Source Natural spring and hill seepage

Setting Hill foothill zone within Mandore Garden

Estimated Period 18th century




4. Hydrology and Water Behaviour

Janana Ghat is sustained primarily by natural hill seepage and groundwater flow from the
Mandore hills. Water percolating through rock layers collects in the Nagna Ganga Kund,
maintaining relatively stable water levels throughout the year.

4.1 Ecological Profile and Natural Life

Historically, the presence of perennial water supported mosses, small aquatic organisms,
insects, and bird life, particularly during warmer months. The shaded, moist environment
contributed to local cooling and created a micro-habitat within the otherwise arid
landscape.

In recent years, sediment accumulation and reduced natural flow have affected
ecological vitality, though the site still retains seasonal ecological value due to its spring-
fed nature.

5. Past Uses and Social Functions
Traditionally, Janana Ghat served as a private bathing and leisure space for royal women
during summer months. It also functioned as a retreat where water, architecture, and

landscape combined to provide comfort and seclusion.

Beyond royal use, the site symbolised the sophistication of Marwar’s water architecture,
integrating hydrology with social and cultural norms of the period.

A community member shared:

“« g s1Tg farth ur+it & forg =18, afess g ok oM™ & forg oft oAt »

(This place was not only for water, but also for peace and comfort.)
6. Cultural and Community Significance
Janana Ghat and Nagna Ganga Kund are regarded as culturally significant due to their

association with royal history, sacred water, and ritual beliefs. The kund is considered
auspicious, and festivals such as Nag Panchami are locally associated with its water.

Today, the site holds strong heritage and tourism value, symbolising Mandore’s historic
role as the former capital of Marwar and reflecting the intimate relationship between
water, architecture, and royal life.




7. Present Condition and Emerging Concerns

Currently, Janana Ghat functions primarily as a heritage and tourism site within Mandore
Garden. While the structure remains visually intact, several concerns have emerged.
Ecological and Management Concerns

Accumulation of plastic waste and litter due to tourism
Sedimentation in natural water channels

Gradual erosion of carved stone surfaces

Reduced natural water flow in dry periods

These factors affect both the ecological health and long-term preservation of the site.

8. Challenges and Conservation Issues

Tourism-related pollution and waste

Silt accumulation affecting spring flow

« Weathering and erosion of stone carvings
Limited interpretation of water heritage for visitors
Absence of regular ecological monitoring

9. Conservation Priorities and Structural Needs

« Regular cleaning of the kund and drainage channels

« Desilting to restore natural water circulation

« Installation of strict waste-management signage

« Conservation treatment of carved stone surfaces

« Visitor awareness programmes highlighting water heritage

« Integration of the site into broader Mandore water heritage conservation planning




Jawato Ki Bawdi

Types of Water body: stepwell

Coordinates: Latitude 26.308298, Longitude 73.005659
Ward No.: 5

Landmark: Near Sursagar

Jawato Ki Bawdi

1. Introduction and Geographic Context

Jawato Ki Bawdi is located in Maliyon Ki Basti, Sursagar area of Jodhpur city (Ward No.
5), to the north-west of Mehrangarh Fort. It is a large traditional stepwell (bawdi)
constructed in sandstone (Ghatou stone) and represents an important example of
historical water management systems in the region. The bawdi lies within a semi-rural
settlement pattern, surrounded by agricultural land, livestock activity, temples, and dense
habitation.

Designed to function as a perennial community water source, the bawdi continues to hold
water and remains hydrologically active even today.




2. Historical Background and Community Memory

Jawato Ki Bawdi was constructed.in Vikram Samvat 1909 during the reign of Maharaja
Takht Singh of Jodhpur. Historical accounts suggest that local rulers and jagirdars also
contributed to its construction as an act of public welfare. The bawdi was built to provide
year-round water for drinking, livestock, agriculture, and daily domestic use.

Historically, such bawdis were not merely water structures but central spaces for social,
cultural, and economic life.

A community member shared:

“ gg Jra3St gfeal | gAR g o1 fawar @ 1 s9eht urit ot i g ofik gt vt s<ft i
fehr <@ »
(This stepwell has been part of our settlement for generations. Its water never dried
up, and the entire community depended on it.)

3. Structural Features and Water Architecture

Jawato Ki Bawdi is a deep, rectangular,
multi-level stepwell constructed using traditional
sandstone masonry. The structure consists of
five descending pols (levels), each with clusters
of steps that gradually lead down to a deep well
at the lowest level. This design allows access to
water at varying depths depending on seasonal
water levels.

The bawdi includes wide steps, strong retaining
walls, supporting pillars, corridors, and
water-flow channels that together ensure
durability and efficient water storage. In 1997,
the bawdi underwent restoration under the
initiative of Harlal Ji Gehlot.

3.1 Technical Specifications

Type Stepwell (Bawdi)

Shape Rectangular

Approximate Dimensions 21 x 10.7 m.




Depth More than 45 m.

Construction Material Sandstone (Ghatou stone)

4. Hydrology and Water Behaviour

The bawdi is connected to underground water channels and natural aquifers, enabling it to
retain water throughout the year. It plays a significant role in maintaining local groundwater
levels and supporting surrounding vegetation and biodiversity.

Community observations indicate that the water is sweet and perennial, reflecting effective
traditional design and strong subsurface connectivity.

5. Past Uses and Social Functions

Historically, Jawato Ki Bawdi served multiple purposes, including drinking water supply,
irrigation of gardens and fields, livestock watering, religious and social rituals, and support
to cottage industries. It functioned as a shared community asset supporting both
livelihoods and daily life.

local resident shared:

“ 39 TSt hT T HfRR, et 3R uqait & I 1At UT| TG haet ST S UT, Afch QR Wi
& fSieft a1 smur AT ”
(The water from this stepwell was used for the temple, farming, and livestock. It was
not just water, but the foundation of village life.)

6. Cultural and Community Significance

Jawato Ki Bawdi is a symbol of local water culture, collective labour traditions, and
environmental knowledge. It has historically been associated with festivals such as Teegj
and Diwali, community gatherings, and religious activities. The lighting of lamps during

Diwali and daily worship at nearby temples reinforce its cultural relevance.

Woman resident shared:

“ 3ret Y g Irad gER AT arEl ofik wRuRteit Y R 81 @lert wR agl fear srerr gard
pfa fit g g1 ”

(Even today this stepwell is a symbol of memories and traditions for us. Lighting
lamps here during festivals is part of our identity & culture.)




7. Present Condition and Emerging Concerns

At present, the bawdi is used for agriculture, livestock, garden maintenance, and
non-potable domestic purposes. However, visible structural deterioration has emerged,
including cracks in walls, steps, and pillars. Accumulation of silt and waste is also affecting
water quality and accessibility.

The absence of safety measures has increased the risk of accidents, including incidents of
self-harm, highlighting the need for immediate attention.

8. Challenges and Conservation Issues

Major challenges include:
« Lack of tourism and heritage management
« Declining awareness among younger generations
« Structural damage to walls, steps, and pillars
« Siltation and waste accumulation
« Inadequate safety measures

Community members shared:

“ FhTS 3R AT 7 g1 | I1adl ol THAT gl T &1 R 99 WR a1 fam s ot ag
fhr & Sfifaa gt Tanedt 81~
(Due to lack of cleaning and care, the stepwell is getting damaged. If attention is
given in time, it can be revived.)

9. Conservation Priorities and Structural Needs

« Regular cleaning and desilting of the bawdi

« Repair of damaged walls, steps, and pillars using traditional techniques
« Installation of safety railings, grills, and warning signage

« Formation of a local monitoring and maintenance committee

« Awareness programmes for youth on traditional water heritage




Kag Rishi ka Kuan

Types of Water body: well

Coordinates: Latitude: 26.3102694° N, Longitude: 73.0337020° E
Ward No.: 53

Landmark: Kaga Road near Nagauri Gate

Kag Rishi ka Kuan

1. Introduction and Geographic Context

Kag Rishi ka Kuan is a historically significant and sacred well located on Kaga Road near
Nagauri Gate in Jodhpur, Rajasthan, close to the Charbhuja Ji Temple. The well is deeply
embedded in the religious landscape of the old city and is regarded as an important
symbol of spiritual belief, traditional water wisdom, and community heritage in the Marwar
region.

The proximity of the well to major religious structures enhances its cultural value and has
ensured its continued relevance despite urban transformation.

2. Historical Background and Community Memory

According to local oral histories and traditional belief systems, Kag Rishi ka Kuan dates
back to the period of Rao Jodha, the founder of Jodhpur. Some local scholars and
residents believe that the present structure was further developed during the reign of
Maharaja Jaswant Singh around the seventeenth century.




Community narratives recount that Chutari Ji Gehlot brought soil and seeds of fruits such
as pomegranate and guava from Kabul and developed a garden around the well. At that
time, the area was lush and green, and water from the well was lifted using a traditional
rahat system for irrigation. Although the garden has disappeared, the well continues to
survive as a living water source.

A local resident shared:

“ Ugel gl anT UT, 3HR 59 HT & T T YT SAThT §T- 4T IgT AT| ”
(Earlier there was a garden here, and the water from this well kept the entire area
green.)

3. Structural Features and Water Architecture
Kag Rishi ka Kuan is a traditional open well, constructed using local stone and designed

for durability and ease of access. Historically, water was drawn manually using ropes and
pulleys, and later through a rahat mechanism.

The well is located adjacent to religious structures, reflecting an integrated planning
approach where water sources and sacred spaces coexisted and supported each other.
The presence of animal water troughs (khelis) near the well indicates its inclusive design,
ensuring access for both humans and animals.




3.1 Technical Specifications

Type Well (Kuan)

Approximate Depth 6 metres

Construction Material Local stone masonry

Water Extraction Traditionally rope and rahat; currently motorised

Associated Structures Charbhuja Ji Temple, nearby shrines

4. Hydrology and Water Behaviour

The well is connected to shallow groundwater aquifers and has historically provided sweet,
cool, and potable water throughout the year. Residents believe that the water quality
remains stable and does not deteriorate easily, even when stored.

The well has supported irrigation, domestic use, and ritual supply, indicating a balanced
interaction between extraction and recharge.

4.1 Ecological Profile and Natural Life

In earlier times, the surrounding area supported gardens, shade trees, and small fauna,
sustained by water from the well. The availability of fresh water contributed to local cooling,
vegetation growth, and habitat creation in an otherwise arid environment.

Over time, urbanisation and reduction in green cover have diminished these ecological
functions. While the well continues to hold water, its role as an ecological support system
has weakened due to reduced open space and changing land use.

5. Past Uses and Social Functions

Historically, Kag Rishi ka Kuan served multiple social functions. It supplied drinking water
to nearby households, supported irrigation of gardens, and fulfilled the water needs of
religious institutions. Water from the well was also used for livestock, reflecting its role as

a shared community resource.

A local resident shared:

“ g9 ¢ &1 it FiF & T ot srrar T ok @<t & forg oft)

(The water from this well was used both for drinking and for cultivation.)




6. Cultural and Community Significance

Kag Rishi ka Kuan holds deep religious importance linked to the legend of Kag Rishi, who
is associated with the mythological figure Kakbhushundi, an immortal sage mentioned in
the Ramcharitmanas. According to belief, Kag Rishi performed penance at this site and
created the well by controlling a natural spring.

The water of the well is regarded as sacred and comparable to Ganga jal. Even today,
water from this well is used for offerings at the nearby Shyam Ji temple, and it is believed
that the royal household of Jodhpur continues the tradition of drawing water from this well
for weekly worship.

Community member / local resident shared:

“ g Y hl T TSI SIET A= |1 <A1t 81 7

(The water of this well is considered as sacred as Ganga water.)
7. Present Condition and Emerging Concerns

In recent years, changes in social behaviour and urban pressures have affected the
condition of the well. Instances of people dumping waste or objects linked to superstition
into the well have raised concerns about water quality.

As a preventive measure, an iron grill has been installed over the well, limiting direct
access. While this has helped protect the structure, it has also reduced its everyday
community use.

7.1 Ecological Degradation

The loss of surrounding greenery and reduced interaction with natural systems have
weakened the well’s ecological role. The decline of vegetation and habitat has affected
local biodiversity, and the well now functions primarily as a ritual water source rather than

an ecological asset.

8. Challenges and Conservation Issues

Restricted access due to safety concerns

Risk of pollution from ritual and superstitious practices
Decline in ecological functions and green cover
Reduced community engagement beyond religious use
Absence of formal heritage recognition




9. Conservation Priorities and Structural Needs

« Regular cleaning and monitoring of water quality

« Clear guidelines to prevent dumping of waste and ritual materials

« Installation of interpretive signage explaining historical and religious significance
« Community awareness programmes on heritage water conservation

« Integration of the well into local heritage and cultural circuits

« Revival of surrounding green spaces to restore ecological balance




Kaliberi (Kalu Ram Ji Maharaj ki Bawdi)

Types of Water body: Stepwell

Coordinates: Latitude 26.345797, Longitude 72.98686
Ward No.: 4

Landmark: Kaliberi

Kaliberi (Kalu Ram Ji Maharaj ki Bawdi)

1. Introduction and Geographic Context

Kaliberi, popularly known as Kalu Ram Ji Maharaj ki Bawdi, is a historic public stepwell
located in the Kaliberi area of Jodhpur, Rajasthan. The bawdi was constructed by Kalu
Ram Ji Maharaj of the Sursagar region and functioned for decades as a primary source
of drinking water for surrounding settlements.

Beyond its utilitarian role, the stepwell has been closely connected to the religious, social,
and ecological life of the area.

2. Historical Background and Community Memory
Kaliberi Bawdi was historically developed as a community water structure catering to

public needs. Local residents recall that until nearly four decades ago, its water was
considered potable and was regularly used by households in the area.

Around 50 years ago, the bawdi underwent cleaning and repair work. According to
community memory, stones obtained from nearby local quarrying were used during




restoration, ensuring that the original architectural style and material integrity were
maintained.

A local resident shared:

“ g9 araSl ol gt 17 3R WR & 1l o g gdaTet ghar o, ofik gt aft g<ft w= felk
off| ”
(The water of this stepwell was used for drinking, and the entire neighbourhood
depended on it.)

3. Structural Features and Water Architecture

Kaliberi Bawdi represents traditional Marwar stepwell architecture characterised by depth,
durability, and functional design. The structure consists of long descending steps leading
to a deep-water chamber, allowing access even when water levels fluctuated seasonally.

The stone masonry reflects local construction practices, using regionally sourced stone
and simple yet robust engineering. The openness of the bawdi ensured natural light and
ventilation but also made it vulnerable in the absence of protective barriers.

3.1 Technical Specifications

Type Bawdi (Stepwell)

Total Length Approximately 44 m.

Width Approximately 4.5 m.

Depth Approximately 36 m.

Length of Steps Approximately 18 m.

Construction Material Locally sourced stone

Estimated Period of Use Active public use until ~40 years ago




4. Hydrology and Water Behaviour

Kaliberi Bawdi is connected to underground aquifers and functioned as a perennial water
source due to its depth. The stone-lined structure reduced seepage losses and helped
maintain water levels across seasons.

Historically, the bawdi supported groundwater recharge and contributed to local water
security, particularly during dry periods.

4.1 Ecological Profile and Natural Life

In the past, the bawdi supported a diverse micro-ecosystem. Aquatic life such as fish,
frogs, turtles, and small water organisms were commonly observed, indicating clean and
oxygenated water. Vegetation around the bawdi helped regulate temperature and
supported local biodiversity.

Earlier, the surrounding area was covered with dense vegetation and forests, creating a
cooler microclimate. Wildlife such as deer and even large carnivores were known to
inhabit nearby landscapes.

With urbanisation and mining activities, ecological balance has been severely disrupted.
Today, only limited bird species such as sparrows and ducks are occasionally seen,
reflecting a significant loss of biodiversity.

5. Past Uses and Social Functions

Historically, Kaliberi Bawdi served multiple social and domestic purposes. It provided
drinking water, supported household needs, and functioned as a communal gathering
space. The stepwell also played a role in supporting nearby institutions such as schools
and open grounds by regulating the local microclimate.

Community member / local resident shared:

“ gg ST Atk urit A= Y ST A oft, o agt Ao ok dad &
(This was not just a place to fetch water; people would gather and spend time
here.)

6. Cultural and Community Significance

Kaliberi Bawdi holds religious significance, with residents performing prayers and rituals
near the structure. Over time, the bawdi became a sacred site within the everyday cultural
life of the community.




However, religious practices have also contributed to pollution, as offerings such as
coconuts, earthen pots, clothes, and ritual materials are often immersed directly into the
water.

7. Present Condition and Emerging Concerns

At present, Kaliberi Bawdi is in a severely neglected condition. Large quantities of
garbage, ritual waste, and debris have accumulated inside the structure.

The absence of safety measures has resulted in multiple fatal accidents. Local residents
report that 8-10 people have lost their lives due to drowning over the years, highlighting
the urgent need for protective infrastructure.

7.1 Ecological Degradation

The loss of surrounding vegetation, unchecked urban expansion, and mining activities
have drastically altered the ecological character of the area. Increased temperatures,
reduced groundwater recharge, and disappearance of aquatic life are visible
consequences of neglect and environmental stress.

8. Challenges and Conservation Issues

« Extreme depth and lack of protective railings

« Accumulation of garbage and ritual waste

« Water pollution from immersion practices

« Loss of biodiversity and ecological functions
 Urbanisation and mining pressure

« Absence of regular maintenance and monitoring

9. Conservation Priorities and Structural Needs

« Immediate cleaning and removal of waste from the bawdi

- Installation of strong railings and safety barriers

- Placement of warning signage and information boards

« Creation of a designated area for ritual offerings

« Periodic monitoring of water quality and structure

« Community awareness programmes on heritage protection
« Recognition of the bawdi as a heritage water structure




Kaluram ji ki Bawdi

Type of water body: Stepwell

Coordinates: Lat 26.315088° Long 73.003681°
Ward no: 4

Landmark: Near Baba Ramdev Temple, Sur Sagar

Kaluram ji ki Bawdi

1. Introduction and Geographic Context

Kalu Ram Ji ki Baori is located in the Sursagar area of Jodhpur, a neighbourhood known
for its clustered settlements, temples, and traditional stone structures. This baori
represents a significant part of the region’s water heritage and demonstrates how
communities historically adapted to the harsh, semi-arid climate of Rajasthan. Positioned
close to residential clusters and religious sites, the baori served as both a dependable
water source and a communal space for social gatherings.

The structure is named after Sant Kalu Ram Ji Maharaj, a revered saint from the Mali
community. Oral histories shared by residents during participatory mapping indicate that
the saint guided the construction of the baori, and the community continues to honour his
legacy by maintaining rituals and activities around the site.




2. Historical Evolution and Community
Memory

Estimated to be around 150 years old, Kalu
Ram Ji ki Baori reflects the late nineteenth-
century traditional water architecture of
Jodhpur. Community narratives indicate that
the baori was constructed under the spiritual
guidance of Sant Kalu Ram Ji Maharaj,
whose name remains attached to the
structure. He is remembered as a respected
figure who contributed to the social welfare
of the area, especially during periods of
water scarcity.

During field visits and group discussions, residents recounted how the baori once served
as a central source of drinking water, livestock water, and household needs. Women
described walking down the steep staircase to collect water in clay pots, a routine that
connected them with neighbours and reinforced community bonds. Several locals
recalled the baori as a multi-use space where people rested, performed rituals, and held
small gatherings during festivals.

An elderly member shared that, on special lunar days such as Amavasya, traditional
rituals were performed at the baori. They said,

“ T & A ggl ST-goit 3R SRt gielt oft| 39 9wa arareror & ves fasiy enifar ik
ST MR ST ot ”

(On the day of Amavasya, water worship and evening prayers were held here.)

Another resident explained how the baori served as a communal rest point,

“ Ig STTg Ugal ol & Ae-da Y oft A, 7 ag G haa 51 ot dia =181, afen
AT Sfta=t &1 &g gl ”

(Earlier, this place was also for people to sit together and meet.)

These memories illustrate how the baori shaped social life and spiritual practices, making
it much more than a physical structure. It functioned as a community resource that
supported daily routines, sacred rituals, and social cohesion.

3. Structural and Spatial Characteristics

Kalu Ram Ji ki Baori displays the characteristic elements of traditional Jodhpur water
architecture. Constructed entirely from Jodhpur red stone and Sursagar stone, the baori
features detailed carvings and finely cut stonework that reflect the craftsmanship of the
period. The central design follows the stepwell architectural style, with a flight of stairs
descending to the water. Arched niches, chambers, and small resting spaces along the
walls indicate that the baori was designed not only for water access but also for
community use, daily rest, and devotional activities.




3.1 Technical Specifications

Depth Approximately 60 meters

Material Jodhpur red stone and Sursagar stone

Stepwell structure with arched gateways, side chambers, and
carved niches

Design

Function Water collection, ritual use, resting space for travellers

Small arched windows, niches for lamps, and the presence of a Peepal tree nearby
highlight the religious associations of the structure. The baori’'s impressive depth and
stone masonry indicate a high-water storage capacity, which would have been particularly
valuable during dry seasons.

4. Cultural Practices and Ritual Significance

Historically, the baori served as an active site for religious activities. Residents described
how water worship, aarti, and offerings were made here during special occasions. The
Mali( Gardener) community continues to feel a sense of spiritual connection with the
baori, considering it part of their heritage.

One resident explained,

“ Ig gAR eI T AT gIHT VI 8, FHfg gAR fog g ufa= @1

(This place was created by our revered Guru ji, which is why it is sacred for us.)

The bawdi remains a symbol of community identity, devotion, and traditional ecological
knowledge.

5. Present Condition and Visible Transformations

The current state of Kalu Ram Ji ki Baori reflects significant deterioration. The water is
stagnant and not suitable for drinking. Many stones are worn out, and several sections
show structural damage. Waste accumulation and lack of regular maintenance have
further contributed to its decline. Residents shared their disappointment about the baori's
condition. One community member noted,

“ Ugl ug oot AT et oft, o e urft iR PR @ R S 21 7

(Earlier it used to be completely clean, now it is filled with dirty water and garbage.)

A few years ago, a cleaning effort was undertaken, but without continuous upkeep, the
baori has again deteriorated. Encroachments around the site also limit access and affect
water flow.




6. Community Knowledge and Lived Experiences
During participatory discussions, residents expressed a strong emotional attachment to
the baori and described how it once shaped their daily routines. Community members
from the Mali Samaj shared insights about their traditional responsibility for maintaining
the site. They explained that the Sursagar Mali Sansthan currently oversees the baori,
although limited resources make regular care difficult.

A community representative shared,

“gzq 313t oft agl f T@-3g FRA &, W 3R SUET Hee e ST | ag ok dgar & "ehdl
%IH

(We still try to look after this place, but it would be better if we received more
support.)

These lived experiences highlight the importance of including the community in any
rejuvenation efforts. Their knowledge, memories, and relationship with the structure
provide valuable guidance for restoration.

7. Key Challenges and Emerging Threats
The baori faces multiple challenges that threaten both its physical structure and cultural
value. These include:

« Structural cracks and stone erosion

« Stagnant and polluted water

» Waste accumulation

« Encroachments around the boundary

« Lack of sustained maintenance

« Limited community and institutional support

These issues collectively endanger the baori’s long-term survival and its role as a cultural
landmark.

8. Conservation Priorities and Structural Needs
Immediate conservation measures are required to restore the structural stability and
ecological function of the baori. Recommended actions include:

« Stone restoration and structural repair

» Deep cleaning and desilting

« Waste removal and regular maintenance

« Installation of signage and historical information boards
« Community engagement for monitoring and care

« Development of the site as a heritage and spiritual point

With proper restoration, the bawdi (stepwell) can regain its historical significance and
continue to serve the community.




Kaylana Lake

Type of water body: lake

Coordinates: Lat- 26.300117° Long.-72.971274°
Ward no: 3

Landmark: Near Pal Road

Kaylana lake

1. Introduction and Geographic Context

Kaylana Lake is located on the western edge of Jodhpur city, along the Jodhpur—
Jaisalmer highway. It is one of the largest artificial lakes in the Marwar region and serves
as a crucial water reservoir for Jodhpur’s urban and peri-urban population.

Set amidst rocky hills and sparse scrub forest, the lake forms part of Jodhpur’s
interconnected water system that historically relied on tanks, jhalaras, stepwells, and
lakes to sustain life in the arid Thar desert landscape. Today, Kaylana remains one of the
city’s primary drinking water sources, supplying piped water to lakhs of residents.




2. Historical Background and Construction

Kaylana Lake was constructed in 1872 by Pratap Singh, a prominent administrator in the
court of Maharaja Jaswant Singh Il. Historical accounts note that the area once consisted
of villages and royal gardens, which were cleared to build this massive reservoir in
response to recurring drought and water scarcity.

(Source: Rajasthan Tourism; Jodhpur District Gaze-tteer)

This lake is called ‘Kaylana’ because it is located in a village named Kaylana. The literal
meaning of Kaylana is ‘a forest where there is a water reservoir and where all kinds of
wildlife live.” To construct this lake, Maharaja Jaswant Singh II's brother and Prime
Minister, Maharaj Sir Pratap Singh, spent Rs. 65,000 from his personal funds. The lake
was named ‘Pratap Sagar,’ but even today it is popularly known as Kaylana Lake.

Originally designed as a rain-fed reservoir, the lake later became a central component of
Jodhpur’'s modern water supply network, especially after integration with Indira Gandhi
Canal feeder systems in the late 20th century.

Local oral history collected during field visits supports this story. One elderly resident
shared:

“ gg areTe S IHT F ST T UT, 3R uget ggf a3-as it gon o ¥ 39 W ug
had ST &1 |l a1 o, afceh gRareft sk wied a1 e ot ur, S8t @kt uapfa & i ds4,
ST AT 3R Sfia= &1 3 A o 7
(This pond was built during the British era, and earlier there used to be large
gardens around it. At that time, it was not just a source of water, but also a center
of greenery and beauty, where people would sit amidst nature, celebrate festivals,
and enjoy life.)

3. Structural Features and Hydrology

Kaylana is an artificial lake created by constructing earthen embankments across natural
drainage lines originating from the sandstone hills of western Jodhpur. The design allows
runoff water from surrounding hills to naturally flow into the reservoir.




Technical Specifications

Length Approximately 8 km

Maximum Depth Around (varies seasonally) 12—-15 meters

Water Speed Area Over 80 square kilometres including adjoining reservoirs

Catchment Rocky sandstone hills and natural drainage channels

Rainwater, IGNP feeder connections, and canal
supplementation

Current Source

Satellite Imagery of the lake in February 2026




During monsoon, the lake fills rapidly due to the steep natural gradients of the
surrounding hills.

4. Cultural and Social Significance

Beyond its hydrological function, Kaylana Lake has been a site of recreation, ritual, and
community gatherings for generations. Families from Jodhpur traditionally visited the lake
during festivals, especially during Teej and Gangaur, to enjoy the breeze and perform
water-related rituals.

Even today, it remains a popular location for:

« Sunset viewing
Boating (seasonal)
Picnics

Religious offerings
Birdwatching

An elderly resident shared:

“ g9 F99T § ggl OX1 RRF @ed o, iR U SR o 999 GaiRd I yr iR st sfi g ®
RIAATHA T, R Td g 1 & g agi = 1~
(We used to spend the whole day playing here during our childhood. It was the
most beautiful place in Jodhpur, and it still is. People come from far away to see it,
but now you have to pay money to visit here)

5. Ecology and Biodiversity

Kaylana Lake and its surrounding scrub forest support a variety of wildlife. According to
birdwatching groups and ecological surveys:

« Migratory Siberian birds visit during winter
» Resident birds include quails, peacocks, ducks, robins, bulbuls, and kingfishers
« Mammals include desert foxes, hares, monitor lizards, and occasional nilgai
« Aquatic species include carp, catfish, and freshwater turtles
(Source: Rajasthan Forest Department; Jodhpur Birding Circles)

Because of the lake’s ecological importance, parts of the region are recommended for
conservation and controlled tourism.




6. Present Condition and Emerging Issues

Urbanisation, tourism pressure, and climate change have altered the lake’s condition.
Major concerns include:

« Decline in natural water inflow due to construction
« Pollution from plastic waste and tourist activity

« Pressure on lake water for drinking supply

- Siltation from erosion of hill slopes

 Loss of biodiversity in some pockets

« Reduced monsoon recharge in recent years

One fisherman expressed concern:

Tl ST 81 ”

(Now the fish have reduced, and the water is no longer as clear as before.)
7. Community Knowledge and Lived Experience

Community narratives collected during field interactions reflect a deep emotional and
historical connection with the lake. Many families have memories of growing up around
Kaylana, swimming, fishing, and spending evenings under the open sky.

A resident shared:

“ ShraerT At ge s 781 8, 98 SuR M g g 1”
(Kaylana is not just a lake, it is the identity of Jodhpur.)

8. Conservation Needs and Restoration Priorities

To sustain Kaylana Lake as a long-term water source and heritage site, several actions
are essential:

« Strengthening catchment protection

« Controlling unregulated tourism

« Constructing silt traps and check dams

« Preventing encroachments

« Enhancing biodiversity habitat zones

« Promoting eco-tourism instead of mass tourism
« Regular water quality monitoring

« Community-led clean-up drives




Keval Lal Ji Kuwan

Types of Water body: Well

Coordinates: Latitude 26.292213, Longitude 73.019631
Ward No.: 31

Landmark: Moti Chowk in the Tripolia Bazaar

Keval Lal Ji Kuwan

1. Introduction and Geographic Context

Keval Lal Ji Well is located at Moti Chowk in the Tripolia Bazaar area of Jodhpur city
(Ward No. 31). It is a traditional circular well that has served as an important groundwater
source since the time of Jodhpur’s establishment. Situated within a dense historic
residential area, the well continues to support household water needs and remains
actively used by the surrounding community.

The well lies close to two historic havelis—Lal Singh Ji ki Haveli and Keshubai ki Haveli—
placing it within a culturally significant urban landscape shaped by early settlement
patterns of the city.

2. Historical Background and Community Memory

Community narratives indicate that Keval Lal Ji Well was constructed during the founding
period of Jodhpur by Keval Lal Ji. Historically, it played a critical role in supporting
agricultural activities and construction works in the area, including the building of nearby
havelis.

Elder residents recall that this well has been relied upon for generations and was
considered one of the dependable deep-water sources of the locality.




An elder resident shared:

“ g FHSHT AT oh T9 o THA A g HIS[E &1 gH+ U= 738t @ g1 ¢ foh s=ht urht | et
STl oft 3R Hep = F91Q 1Q &
(This well has existed since the city was established. We have heard from our
elders that its water was used for farming and construction.)

3. Structural Features and Water Architecture

Keval Lal Ji Well is a narrow, deep circular well designed to access deep aquifers. Its
compact diameter and significant depth reflect traditional engineering adapted to ensure
long-term water availability, even during dry periods. The structure belongs to the

category of early traditional wells constructed during the formative phase of the city.

The well was last cleaned approximately 20 years ago, indicating the need for renewed
attention to maintenance and structural assessment.

3.1 Technical Specifications

Type Well (Kuan)

Shape Circular

Diameter Approximately 1.8 m.

Depth more than 60 meters

4. Hydrology and Water Behaviour

The well is connected to a deep aquifer and does not depend directly on surface runoft.
Due to its depth of over 200 feet, it provides relatively stable water availability throughout
the year. Historically, the surrounding settlements depended heavily on this well for
reliable groundwater access.

Today, water is extracted using a motor, indicating adaptation of traditional infrastructure
to modern usage while retaining its core hydrological function.




5. Past Uses and Social Functions

In earlier times, water from Keval Lal Ji Well was primarily used for irrigating nearby
agricultural fields and for construction activities, particularly during the building of Lal
Singh Ji ki Haveli. Over time, as urbanisation increased, the function of the well shifted
toward domestic water supply.

Community members shared:

@8l
(Earlier, this well’s water was used for fields and haveli construction; today it
meets household needs.)

6. Cultural and Community Significance

The proximity of the well to historic havelis gives it strong heritage value. It is
remembered as part of the original water infrastructure that enabled settlement and
everyday life in this part of Jodhpur. The well represents continuity between the city’s
early history and its present-day urban life.

An elder woman shared:

“ 311 i gg Foit gwR forg arel &1 | g1 39 famT 39 Algest Y e off gt K &
Hehell| "
(Even today this well is a source of memories for us. This neighbourhood cannot
be imagined without it.)

7. Present Condition and Emerging Concerns
At present, the well remains active and supplies water to nearby households for drinking

and other domestic uses. However, increased population and prolonged dependence on
the well have raised concerns regarding pressure on the groundwater source.

The long gap since the last cleaning and lack of recent structural inspection also pose
potential risks to water quality and safety.




8. Challenges and Conservation Issues

Key challenges include:
« Increasing water extraction due to population growth
« Need for regular cleaning and desilting (last undertaken 20 years ago)
» Long-term stress on deep aquifers
« Conservation of the well alongside nearby historic havelis

An elder resident shared:

“ gg g3t et oft =t @1 8, AR Ul awTs SR ST THa W g agd S 81”

(The well is still functioning, but timely cleaning and care are very important.)

9. Conservation Priorities and Structural Needs

« Periodic cleaning and desilting of the well

« Monitoring of water levels and extraction rates

« Structural inspection of well walls and motor fittings

« Heritage-sensitive conservation of the surrounding area

» Documentation of historical significance through signage and local records




Kumariya Kuan

Type of water body: Well

Coordinates: 26.291307° N | 73.012739° E
Ward no: 22

Landmark: Khanda Falsa, Bhistiyon ka Bas

Kumariya kuan

1. Introduction and Geographic Context

Kumariya Kuan is located in Khanda Falsa, Bhistiyon ka Bas, within the historic core of
Jodhpur, Rajasthan.The well is situated in a densely populated, centuries-old
neighbourhood, characterised by narrow lanes and compact housing. Despite rapid
urbanisation, the structure remains largely intact and continues to stand as an important
reminder of the traditional water systems embedded within Jodhpur’s old settlements.
Historically, the well played a crucial role in meeting the daily water needs of local
communities.

2. Historical Background and Community Memory

Most traditional wells in Jodhpur were constructed between the 15th and 18th centuries,
a period when groundwater extraction and rain-fed recharge formed the backbone of
urban water supply. Kumariya Kuaa is closely associated with Bhistiyon ka Bas, indicating
the historical presence of the Bhishti community, whose primary occupation was
transporting water to households.

The very name of the locality reflects the dependence of water carriers on wells and
baoris for their livelihood. Community narratives suggest that this well served as a
primary source for drinking water, filling storage tanks, and meeting daily domestic
requirements.




A local resident recalled:

“ gg il fAfeaat & g AermR @1 R ar, g @ & it W aR-ar ugerd 91
(This well was a source of livelihood for the Bhishtis; they would draw water from
here and carry it to homes.)

The continued physical integrity of the stonework and manual craftsmanship further
supports the assessment that the well is several centuries old.

3. Structural Features and Water Architecture

Kumariya Kuan is a deep, square-shaped well, a form that provides structural stability
and durability. The well has been constructed using locally available red-brown Jodhpuri
sandstone, a material commonly used in traditional water structures of the region.

The stone masonry is executed using traditional dry-stone techniques, without plaster,
allowing the structure to withstand pressure and seasonal moisture changes. Signs of
water stains, algae, and dampness on the lower walls indicate long-term water use and
sustained groundwater presence in the past.

3.1 Technical Specifications

Type of Water Structure Traditional well (Kuan)

Shape Square

Construction Material Local Jodhpuri sandstone

Masonry Technique Hand-cut stone masonry, without plaster

Setting Dense historic residential area

Water Source Groundwater supported by rainwater percolation




4. Hydrology and Water Behaviour

Historically, Kumariya Kuan functioned as a groundwater extraction point, recharged
through rainfall infiltration and subsurface percolation. Its depth and thick stone lining
would have enabled relatively stable water availability even during dry seasons.

At present, the absence of active recharge systems and reduced usage have resulted in
stagnant conditions, though dampness at lower levels suggests that groundwater
presence still exists.

5. Past Uses and Social Functions

The well played a central role in everyday life in Khanda Falsa. It supplied water for
drinking, cooking, and washing, and served as the main source for water carriers who
distributed water across nearby neighbourhoods. Members of the Kumhar (potter)
community are also reported to have consumed water from this well.

Community members shared:

“ gget I ol &, O T IRT G-t gt T I 311 UT| ”

(Earlier, there were no taps; all household water came from this well.)

For decades, the well supported both livelihoods and domestic routines, reinforcing
collective dependence on shared water infrastructure.

6. Cultural and Community Significance

Kumariya Kuan holds strong cultural and ritual significance. Gangaur Puja is traditionally
performed here, and members of the Kinnar community visit the site as part of religious
journeys. The well is also remembered as a sacred and socially inclusive space.

A resident noted:

“ TTORTR & 9 gl goil gidt A, 3R SIeTT-3eiT JHIST & @ 31 A |”
(During Gangaur, worship was performed here, and people from different
communities would gather.)

For the Bhishti community, the well symbolised both spiritual value and economic
survival, embedding it deeply within collective memory.




7. Present Condition and Emerging Concerns

Today, the well is no longer in regular use. Rapid urbanisation has reduced its functional
relevance, and the absence of safety features such as railings poses a serious risk of
accidents. Accumulation of moisture, algae, and lack of routine maintenance threaten
long-term structural stability.

Despite these challenges, the original stone structure remains largely intact, offering
strong potential for conservation and revival.

8. Challenges and Conservation Issues

« Lack of safety barriers or protective parapet

« Structural risk due to moisture and algae accumulation
« Absence of regular cleaning and maintenance

« Declining awareness of historical and cultural value

« Reduced groundwater recharge due to urban paving

9. Conservation Priorities and Structural Needs

« Cleaning and stone conservation treatment of inner walls

- Installation of protective parapet or iron railing

« Inspection of water level and cleaning of the well base

« Integration with rainwater harvesting for recharge

« Installation of an information board detailing history and community linkages
« Inclusion in ward-level inventory of traditional water sources

« Community and school-based water heritage awareness programmes




Laad Ji ka Kuwan

Types of Water body: Well

Coordinates: Latitude 26.289592° N, Longitude 73.013698° E
Ward No.: 32

Landmark: Near Patrakar Colony

Laad ji ka Kuwan

1. Introduction and Geographic Context

Laad Ji ka Kuwan is a significant traditional well located in a densely populated area of
Jodhpur city, within Patrakar Colony, Khanda Falsa, under Ward No. 32. Constructed
approximately 150 years ago, the well continues to function as a reliable source of
drinking and domestic water for the surrounding community.

Despite rapid urbanisation, Lad Ji ka Kuan remains an active and trusted water source,
reflecting the resilience of traditional groundwater systems in the arid context of Marwar.

2. Historical Background and Community Memory

Lad Ji ka Kuan was constructed by Hardan Ji Purohit in memory of his ancestor, Lad Ji.
During this period, building water structures was considered an act of social service,
family honour, and long-term community contribution. Such wells were often dedicated to
ancestors and were treated as sacred assets for future generations.




Over the decades, the well has continuously supplied water to nearby settlements and
has earned deep trust within the local community.

A local resident recalled:

“ ag T g gt F =it &1

(This well is a legacy of our ancestors.)

Community memory strongly associates the well with reliability, purity, and continuity
across generations.

3. Structural Features and Water Architecture
Lad Ji ka Kuan is constructed using traditional Rajasthani stone masonry techniques. Its
circular form, depth, and durable stone lining reflect an advanced understanding of

groundwater access and long-term water retention.

The well is structurally strong and remains water-filled throughout the year. At present, a
motor pump has been installed to distribute water efficiently to nearby households.

3.1 Technical Specifications

Type Well (Kuan)

Shape Circular

Diameter Approximately 5 meters

Depth more than 9 m (locally reported up to about 46 m).

Construction Material Traditional stone masonry

Estimated Age Around 150 years

Associated Infrastructure Motor pump, distribution pipeline

Connected to nearby wells and shared groundwater

H logical Link
ydrological Lin aquifers




4. Hydrology and Water Behaviour

The well is primarily groundwater-fed and receives recharge through rainfall infiltration
and interconnected aquifers. Due to its considerable depth, the water level remains
relatively stable even during dry seasons.

Local accounts consistently highlight the high quality of water, describing it as sweet and
potable. The well has reportedly never dried up, indicating a strong and resilient
groundwater system.

5. Past Uses and Social Functions

Historically, Lad Ji ka Kuan served multiple social and economic functions. It supplied
drinking water, supported bathing and household activities, and played a role in
horticulture and small-scale cultivation, especially for the Mali community.

The well was an integral part of daily life within the walled city and nearby agricultural
patches.

A community member shared:

“ g9 U ol i+t diA, A8 3R anT -snfi=it & fog swwTe gar um| ”

(The water from this well was used for drinking, bathing, and for gardens.)

Thus, the well functioned not only as a water source but also as a foundation of everyday
social life.

6. Cultural and Community Significance

Lad Ji ka Kuan holds strong religious and cultural importance. Located near temples
associated with the Dariyav Ji sect and Ramdev Ji, the well’s water is considered sacred
and is used for ritual bathing and religious ceremonies.

Festivals such as Dev Jhoolni Ekadashi and Kartik Purnima are marked by special rituals
involving the well’'s water. A traditional belief known as Ganga Jal Badhai is also
associated with the site.

A local resident noted:

“ g UT-T <kt Ufast ATAT SI14T 8, SR T8 Yol a°T S-—a 11 h Sh1d STt gl ”

(This water is considered sacred and is used both for worship and ritual bathing.)

The well is deeply embedded in the cultural identity of the neighbourhood.




7. Present Condition and Emerging Concerns

At present, Lad Ji ka Kuan remains fully
functional and supplies water to approximately
100-150 households. Water distribution is
managed twice daily, in the morning and evening,
through a community-operated motor system.

Maintenance, cleaning, and pump management
are collectively handled by local residents,
reflecting strong community ownership. However,
increasing population pressure and dependence
on mechanical systems pose emerging
challenges.

8. Challenges and Conservation Issues

« Increasing water demand due to rising population

« Dependence on electric motor for water supply

« Risk of disruption during pump failure

« Need for regular cleaning and structural monitoring

« Potential threat from nearby construction or pollution

« Long-term groundwater recharge concerns in low-rainfall years

9. Conservation Priorities and Structural Needs

Regular structural inspection and preventive maintenance

Ensuring protection from contamination and construction-related damage
Periodic water quality testing and monitoring

Strengthening community-led management systems

- Documentation and recognition as a heritage water structure

Installation of an information board detailing history and significance




Laal Sagar

Types of Water body: Pond

Coordinates: Latitude: 26.333143° Longitude:73.055275°
Ward No.: 75

Landmark: Pabu Basti, Laal Sagar Marg

Laal Sagar

1. Introduction and Geographic Context

Lalsagar Talaab is a major historic water body located in Jodhpur, Rajasthan. It is a
traditional, human-made reservoir developed primarily for rainwater harvesting and long-
term urban water security. Historically, Lalsagar played a critical role in supplying water
for drinking, irrigation, and livestock to the surrounding settlements and parts of the city.
Even today, the talaab remains an important element of Jodhpur’s traditional water
system, contributing to environmental balance, cultural identity, and the ecological
character of the landscape.

2. Historical Background and Community Memory

Lalsagar Talaab is believed to have been constructed during the reign of Maharaja
Jaswant Singh | in the 17th century. Historical records and local accounts suggest that the
reservoir was developed to ensure a stable and regulated water supply for Jodhpur,

especially during periods of drought and irregular rainfall.




The talaab was once connected to surrounding areas through canal-like water channels,
enabling the distribution of water for multiple uses. For generations, residents recall
Lalsagar as a dependable and clean source of water that supported daily life and
agriculture.

As a community member shared:

“ Ugel dTel 9NR o1 gt i @ giar At ik 2rge il aga-ft sre=d s<fit @ @t gt off) ~
(Earlier, the water of Lalsagar was fit for drinking and fulfilled many of the city’s
needs.)

These memories underline the reservoir’'s importance as a pillar of Jodhpur’s historic
water infrastructure.

3. Structural Features and Water Architecture

Lalsagar Talaab reflects traditional Rajasthani water engineering adapted to arid
conditions. The reservoir is formed by a strong embankment constructed of stone and
compacted earth, creating a large storage basin capable of holding monsoon runoff.
Water inflow is regulated through channels designed to collect rainwater from
surrounding slopes and catchment areas. Pathways along the embankment allowed
access and maintenance, indicating careful planning and long-term use.

3.1 Technical Specifications

Type Talaab (traditional reservoir)

Length Approximately 900-1100 metres

Width Approximately 600-800 metres

Average Depth Around 25-40 feet (deeper during monsoon)

Shape Semi-rectangular, natural pond-like spread

Construction Materials Stone, earth, traditional masonry

Rainwater runoff from surrounding hills and urban

Water Source
catchments




Satellite imagery of the lake in February 2026

4. Hydrology and Water Behaviour

Lalsagar Talab is entirely rain-fed and depends on monsoon precipitation and surface
runoff from nearby hill slopes. The depth and expanse of the reservoir historically allowed it
to retain water well beyond the monsoon season, supporting year-round availability.

4.1 Ecological Profile and Natural Life

In the past, Lalsagar supported a rich local ecology. Residents recall the presence of birds,
aguatic organisms, and vegetation along the water’'s edge. The talab functioned as a
cooling element in the urban environment, moderating temperatures and aiding
groundwater recharge.

With increasing urbanisation, pollution, and reduced inflow quality, ecological diversity has
declined. However, during years of good rainfall, signs of ecological revival, including bird
activity, are still observed.




5. Past Uses and Social Functions

Historically, Lalsagar Talaab served multiple purposes. Its water was used for drinking,
irrigation, livestock rearing, gardening, and social and religious activities. The reservoir
was also a shared social space where people gathered during daily routines and
festivals.

6. Cultural and Community Significance

Lalsagar Talaab holds deep cultural and religious value for the local community. Rituals
such as Deepdaan during Diwali, lighting lamps on Amavasya, and Chhath Puja are still
performed here. These practices reflect the sacred association of water with purification,
prosperity, and collective faith.

The talaab is also regarded as a heritage landmark, symbolising the ingenuity of
traditional water systems and the cultural continuity of Jodhpur’s communities.

7. Present Condition and Emerging Concerns

At present, Lalsagar Talaab faces several ecological and management challenges.
Encroachment around its periphery, inflow of untreated wastewater, and lack of regular
maintenance have affected water quality and storage capacity.

Ecologically, pollution and urban pressure have reduced biodiversity and disturbed the
natural balance of the reservoir. Increased evaporation due to rising temperatures and
irregular monsoon patterns further threaten its sustainability.

8. Challenges and Conservation Issues

« Encroachment along the reservoir boundary

« Inflow of polluted drain water

« Declining water quality

 Lack of regular desilting and cleaning

» Degradation of aquatic and bird life

« Absence of systematic monitoring and protection

9. Conservation Priorities and Structural Needs

« Clear demarcation and protection of the reservoir boundary

« Prevention and treatment of wastewater inflow

« Regular desilting and maintenance of the basin

« Restoration of inflow channels and catchment protection

» Development of green buffers to support ecology and cooling

« Community participation and awareness programmes

« Recognition of Lalsagar Talab as a protected heritage water body




Lakhara Masjid ka Kuan

Types of Water body: Well

Coordinates: Latitude: 26.294853° N, Longitude: 73.019896° E
Ward No.: 35

Landmark: Inside Lakhara masjid

Lakhara Masjid ka Kuwan

1. Introduction and Geographic Context

Lakhara Masjid ka Kuan is a historic well located within the premises of Lakhara
Masjid, also known as Sahu Sah Ji ka Takiya Lakhara Masjid, in the old city area of
Jodhpur, Rajasthan. The well falls under Ward No. 35 and has been an integral part of
the mosque’s water infrastructure since the late 18th century.

Situated in a dense historic settlement, the well was developed primarily to meet the
religious and daily water needs of the mosque and its surrounding community. Today, it
functions mainly as a waqgf-managed religious water facility, serving ablution and
limited religious purposes.

2. Historical Background and Community Memory

The well is believed to have been constructed around 1786 CE, along with the
establishment of Lakhara Masjid, during a period when old Jodhpur was expanding
and organised water supply systems did not exist. At that time, religious institutions
played a key role in creating and maintaining reliable water sources for both
worshippers and nearby residents.

Community memory suggests that the well was intentionally constructed to ensure
uninterrupted availability of water for wuzu (ritual ablution), drinking, and mosque
upkeep.




A local account notes:

“ gget 19 grsuers ATl oft, AfSrg o1 ag Foif & 9ad swRisHe urt @ g un)
(Earlier, when there were no pipelines, this mosque well was the most reliable
source of water.)

Over time, as municipal water systems developed, the well's role shifted from a
community domestic source to a protected religious facility.

3. Structural Features and Water Architecture

Lakhara Masjid ka Kuan reflects traditional Jodhpuri well construction practices. Built
with locally available stone, the well has a narrow circular opening and considerable
depth, ensuring access to stable groundwater layers.

The well is structurally secure and located within the mosque premises, which has
helped protect it from encroachment and misuse. Water is currently extracted using a
motor pump.

3.1 Technical Specifications

Type Well (Kuan)

Shape Circular

Diameter Approximately 5 meters

Depth Approximately 80 meters

Construction Material Local Jodhpuri stone

Estimated Period of Construction Late 18th century (around 1786 CE)

Associated Infrastructure Motor pump, protected parapet

Ownership/Status Wagf-managed religious water facility




4. Hydrology and Water Behaviour

The well is groundwater-fed and remains water-filled throughout the year. Rainfall
infiltration contributes to aquifer recharge, enabling sustained availability even during dry
months.

Due to its depth, the well accesses deeper groundwater layers, which has historically
ensured relatively clean and reliable water. Limited pumping and restricted usage have
also helped maintain its hydrological stability.

5. Past Uses and Social Functions
Historically, the well served multiple functions beyond religious use. It provided drinking
water to nearby residents, travellers, and worshippers, and supported daily domestic

needs in the surrounding neighbourhood.

A community member recalled:

“ g9 Q¢ &1 it Fi7 3R ARt & ol & forg ot sxdwTe ghar am

(Water from this well was used for drinking and everyday activities as well.)

With the arrival of modern water supply systems, domestic dependence on the well
gradually declined.

6. Cultural and Community Significance

The well holds strong religious significance for the mosque and the Lakhara community.
It continues to be used primarily for wudu, mosque cleaning, and providing water to
travellers and visitors.

Its status as a waqf-protected water source reflects its continued cultural relevance and
community respect. The well symbolises traditional Islamic water ethics, where access to

water is considered a form of service and charity.

A local sentiment expressed:

(A mosque well is not just about water; it is part of worship.)




7. Present Condition and Emerging Concerns

At present, the well is structurally safe and functional, though its use is limited to religious
purposes. Regular basic maintenance is carried out within the mosque premises.

However, the presence of a large peepal tree near the well has begun affecting
surrounding walls, raising concerns about long-term structural damage. As the well lies
within mosque property, access and decision-making remain limited to a specific
community group.

8. Challenges and Conservation Issues

« Structural stress due to nearby peepal tree roots

 Risk of wall damage over time

» Restricted access limiting broader community involvement
« Dependence on motorised pumping

« Need for groundwater recharge support

« Lack of formal documentation or heritage recognition

9. Conservation Priorities and Structural Needs

« Structural assessment of walls affected by tree roots

« Scientifically guided management of nearby vegetation

« Regular cleaning and disinfection of the well

« Strengthening of parapet and protective elements

« Creation of recharge pits or soak areas to support groundwater
« Documentation of the well’s historical and cultural significance
« Installation of an information board within the mosque premises




Mahila Bagh School Bawdi (Formerly Nazir Ji Ki Bawdi)

Types of Water body: Stepwell

Coordinates:

Ward No.: 41

Landmark: Near Government Senior Secondary School, Mahilabag

Mabhila Bagh School Bawdi

1. Introduction and Geographic Context

Mahila Bagh School Baori is a historic stepwell located in Ward No. 41 of Jodhpur city,
Rajasthan. This water structure forms an important part of the city’s traditional water
heritage and reflects the sophisticated water management systems developed in the arid
Marwar region. The baori is presently known by its association with Mahila Bagh School;
however, historically it was referred to as “Nazir Ji Ki Baori.”

The site is embedded within a dense urban setting and was historically part of a
landscaped royal precinct known as Mahila Bagh, used by royal women for bathing and
leisure. Beyond its utilitarian role, the baori stands as a testimony to royal patronage,
cultural practices, and regulated water use.




2. Historical Background and Community Memory
Historically, this baori was known as Nazir Ji Ki Baori,
named after a person holding the title of Nazir during
the princely period. The term Nazir referred to officials
responsible for guarding women’s quarters in royal
households, often belonging to the eunuch (Kinnar)
community and holding positions of respect. Over
time, the baori came to be known as Mahila Bagh
School Baori because the surrounding area
functioned as a space where royal women bathed,
rested, and prepared themselves.

Community memory recalls that the
baori was governed by strict norms to
maintain water purity. Soap was not
allowed inside the baori, and clothes
were washed only outside, reflecting
strong social regulation around water
hygiene.

A community member shared:

“ Ugel 59 I1aSt § AT T STAHT HAT AT, Hifeh 39 Ul hl aga afasr AT STrar A
(Earlier, the use of soap inside this baori was prohibited, and the water was
considered highly sacred.)

The presence of nearby religious structures, including a Satyanarayan temple and an
earlier Ganesh temple, further anchored the baori in the spiritual landscape of the area.

3. Structural Features and Water Architecture

Mahila Bagh School Baori exhibits refined stepwell architecture characteristic of royal-era
construction. The baori consists of seven descending levels, allowing access to water at
different depths across seasons. The interior walls are adorned with intricate paintings
and decorative motifs, including floral patterns, geometric forms, elephants, horses,
wheels, and ornamental jaali designs, indicating both aesthetic sensibility and symbolic
expression.

For safety reasons, the baori, once fully open, is now enclosed with protective railings.
Despite this, much of its original architectural integrity remains visible, making it an
important example of artistic water architecture in Jodhpur.




3.1 Technical Specifications

Type of Water Structure Baori (stepwell)

Ward Number 41

Length Approximately 38 m.

Width Approximately 15 m.

Depth Approximately 6 m.

Construction Material Stone masonry

Number of Levels Seven stepped levels

Water Source Groundwater and interconnected local reservoirs

Original Purpose Water supply for Mahila Bagh and surrounding areas

4. Hydrology and Water Behaviour

The baori is primarily connected to groundwater sources, supplemented by surface runoff
and interlinked reservoirs. A notable hydrological characteristic is that algae or moss does
not form in the water, a feature frequently highlighted by local residents and believed to
indicate good water quality.

Aquatic life such as fish and turtles continues to survive in the baori, suggesting that
despite urban pressures, the water body still retains ecological functionality. Birds,
particularly kites, are often seen around the baori, attracted by the aquatic life.

5. Past Uses and Social Functions

Historically, Mahila Bagh School Baori served multiple domestic and social purposes. Its
water was used for bathing, drinking, washing clothes, and daily household needs. Royal
women used the baori as a private bathing and leisure space, while local residents
accessed it under strict norms.

The baori also functioned as a socially regulated space, where collective discipline
ensured cleanliness and sustainability.




A community member / local resident shared:

“ gg gras Ak urt o1 Tia a8 oft, afees agt fFaw ik water & ot ure= giar am
(This baori was not just a water source; it was also governed by strict rules and
discipline.)

6. Cultural and Community Significance

Beyond its physical structure, the baori holds strong cultural and healing significance.
Local belief systems associate its water with Ayurvedic properties, particularly in treating
skin conditions such as boils and infections.

Community member / local resident shared:

“ g9 I1aSt & gl T Gt 3R w2 Sten gt ST &, ok ot ft AT s R Ry Ed €1 7
(The water of this baori was believed to cure boils and skin infections, and people
still have faith in it.)

The baori's association with temples and royal women further reinforces its sacred
character, making it a symbol of purity, care, and continuity of traditional knowledge.

7. Present Condition and Emerging Concerns

Currently, the baori is maintained through periodic cleaning by municipal workers, who
drain and clean it at intervals. Local residents continue to show respect for the site, and
dumping of garbage inside the baori is largely avoided.

However, encroachment poses a serious threat. Approximately ten feet of land adjacent
to the baori has reportedly been occupied and built upon, raising concerns about long-
term protection. Residents also report increasing heat levels in the area, which they
associate with broader climatic changes and urbanisation.

8. Challenges and Conservation Issues

« Risk of further encroachment on baori land

« Urban pressure and loss of open surroundings

« Rising temperatures and climate stress

» Restricted access limiting community engagement
« Need for systematic heritage protection status




9. Conservation Priorities and Structural Needs

« Legal demarcation and protection of baori boundaries

« Removal and prevention of further encroachments

« Regular scientific monitoring of water quality

« Conservation of murals and interior artwork

« Installation of interpretive signage highlighting history and cultural value

« Integration of the baori into local heritage and water conservation programmes

« Community awareness initiatives focusing on intangible heritage and water ethics




Mama Naadi

Types of Water body: Naadi

Coordinates: Lat :26.3397980, Long: 73.0761371
Ward No.: 74

Landmark: near the Lalsagar—Soorpura

Mama Naadi

1. Introduction and Geographic Context

Mama Naadi is a traditional water body located near the Lalsagar—Soorpura Dam region
of Jodhpur, Rajasthan. The nadi lies adjacent to Mamaji Dham, a locally revered
religious site maintained primarily by the Mali community. Historically, Mama Naadi
functioned as a crucial water source for nearby rural and semi-urban settlements,
supporting both human and ecological needs.

The water body forms part of Jodhpur’s traditional rainwater harvesting landscape,
developed to sustain life in an arid environment. Today, however, increasing urban

pressure and neglect have placed this water source under severe stress.

2. Historical Background and Community Memory

Mama Naadi has long been embedded in the social, religious, and ecological history of
the surrounding settlements. Elders recall that the nadi once supplied clean, potable
water and served as a dependable source during dry months. The presence of Mamaji
Dham further strengthened its sacred status, ensuring community respect and informal
protection.




A local resident shared:

“ ggel AT ATS! &l UT=t fi7 ATes 8T AT 3iR Jach ahid 31T ATI”
(Earlier, the water of Mama Naadi was fit for drinking and supported the daily
needs of the people.)

Over time, declining maintenance and unregulated waste disposal weakened this
traditional relationship between the community and the water body.

3. Structural Features and Water Architecture

Mama Naadi is a shallow, open rain-fed water body with gently sloping edges designed
to collect surface runoff. The embankments (pal) historically regulated water spread and
storage. A safety wall or divider once protected the nadi, preventing accidental access

and erosion.

The structure reflects vernacular water wisdom, prioritising simplicity, accessibility, and
ecological integration rather than monumental construction.

3.1 Technical Specifications

Type Naadi (traditional village pond)

Water Source Rainwater runoff

Mamaji Dham (religious site), embankments, safety wall
(partially damaged)

Associated Structures

Catchment Surrounding habitations, natural slopes, and open land

Estimated pre-modern / traditional era (exact date

Construction Period
unknown)

4. Hydrology and Water Behaviour

Mama Naadi functions as a seasonal rainwater harvesting structure, filling during the
monsoon and gradually receding through the dry months. Historically, it contributed to
groundwater recharge and helped regulate local microclimatic conditions.

Uncontrolled inflow of waste and reduced catchment permeability have disrupted its
hydrological balance, leading to stagnation and declining water quality.




4.1 Ecological Profile and Natural Life

In the past, Mama Naadi supported a range of ecological functions. Seasonal water
availability attracted birds, supported aquatic organisms, and sustained surrounding
vegetation. Native plant species along the edges helped stabilise soil and reduce
evaporation.

Community members recall the presence of birds and cleaner water conditions earlier.
Today, pollution and waste accumulation have significantly reduced biodiversity,
degraded habitat quality, and limited the nadi’'s ecological services such as cooling,
recharge, and habitat provision.

5. Past Uses and Social Functions

Historically, Mama Naadi served multiple everyday purposes:

Drinking water for nearby settlements

Water for livestock

Bathing and domestic use

Religious and ritual activities linked to Mamaji Dham

Community member / local resident shared:

“ g9 TS UR N1 i 1, 98 SR unfifer st & fag o o 7
(People used to come to this naadi for fetching water, bathing, and religious
activities.)

The naadi functioned as a shared community space, reinforcing social interaction and
collective responsibility.

6. Cultural and Community Significance
Mama Naadi holds deep cultural value due to its association with Mamaji Dham and local

religious practices. The site is considered sacred by the Mali community and other
residents, who regard the water body as part of their spiritual landscape.

Religious gatherings, offerings, and informal rituals strengthened community bonds and
encouraged respect for the water source. The gradual degradation of the naadi has also
weakened these cultural connections.




7. Present Condition and Emerging Concerns

At present, Mama Naadi is in a vulnerable condition. Domestic waste, plastic debris, and
uncontrolled dumping have severely affected water quality. Structural elements such as
the safety wall and embankments are damaged, increasing risks of erosion and
contamination.

Ecologically, the naadi has lost much of its biodiversity, with stagnant water conditions
limiting aquatic and bird life.

8. Challenges and Conservation Issues

« Accumulation of plastic and domestic waste

« Declining water quality; water no longer potable

« Damaged safety wall and embankments

« Unregulated waste inflow from nearby settlements
 Loss of biodiversity and ecological functions

« Lack of sustained community awareness and monitoring

9. Conservation Priorities and Structural Needs

« Complete cleaning and desilting of the nadi

« Repair and strengthening of embankments and safety walls

« Installation of waste collection systems and signage

« Restoration of natural inflow channels

- Native tree plantation to support biodiversity and cooling

« Community-led monitoring involving the Mali society and local youth

« Awareness programmes linking water conservation with religious and cultural values




Mata Ji Ki Naadi

Types of Water body: Nadi (Rain-fed pond)
Coordinates: Latitude 26.305362, Longitude 73.003382
Ward No.: 5

Landmark: Near Sursagar

Mata Ji Ki Naadii

1. Introduction and Geographic Context

Mata Ji Ki Nadi is located in the Sursagar area of Jodhpur city (Ward No. 5). It is a
traditional rain-fed nadi (pond) historically used for drinking water and daily needs by the
local community. Situated close to the Chamunda Mata temple, the nadi holds strong
religious and cultural importance. The water body is estimated to be nearly 500 years old
and forms part of the traditional water landscape of the Marwar region.

The nadi lies within a semi-rural settlement pattern influenced by nearby hill slopes, from
which it historically received rainwater runoff. Its maintenance has traditionally been
supported by community institutions, particularly the Meghwal Vikas Samiti.

2. Historical Background and Community Memory

Mata Ji Ki Nadi was developed several decades ago through collective community effort
to capture rainwater flowing down from surrounding hills. In the water-scarce landscape
of Marwar, it became a vital source for people, livestock, and travellers passing through
the Sursagar area.

Community members recalled that about 20-25 years ago, the nadi underwent major
cleaning and deepening, after which it functioned effectively for many years.




Elder resident shared:

“ g &Y Uget ATl deh gt A<t ofY| sRATe & a1 g@t o1 Ut QR 3lTeh & R SfTaT ATl 7
(Earlier this nadi provided water for many years. After the rains, its water served
the entire area.)

3. Structural Features and Water Architecture

Mata Ji Ki Nadi is a rain-dependent water body developed along a natural slope. It has an
irregular triangular form, shaped to maximise collection of surface runoff. Earthen and
stone embankments were constructed to retain water, while defined inlet channels
allowed rainwater from the hill side to flow into the nadi.

A spillway-like outlet structure enabled excess water to drain safely during heavy rainfall,
preventing damage to embankments.

3.1 Technical Specifications

Type Nadi (Rain-fed pond)

Shape Irregular triangular

Approximate Dimensions 22.9 x 13.7 m.

Depth More than 40 feet

4. Hydrology and Water Behaviour

The nadi functioned entirely on rainwater runoff from surrounding hill slopes. During the
monsoon, it would fill with clean and cool rainwater and retain water for extended periods.
Tree cover around the nadi provided shade, reducing evaporation and helping maintain
water quality.

At present, blocked inflow channels, heavy siltation, and damaged embankments have
disrupted this hydrological system, resulting in the nadi remaining dry even during rainfall
events.




5. Past Uses and Social Functions

Historically, the water from Mata Ji Ki Nadi was used for drinking, livestock, and daily
domestic activities. During summer months, it served as a crucial support for families,
labourers, and pastoral communities. The nadi was also a space for social interaction and
collective gatherings.

Local resident shared:

“#fez & utd g1 M gerg | g8 A& urfier oik arfSies T st & forg aga wewagof ot~
(Because of its proximity to the temple, this nadi was very important for both
religious and social activities.)

6. Cultural and Community Significance

The nadi holds deep cultural significance due to its association with Chamunda Mata.
Religious events such as Navratri, village deity rituals, and community ceremonies were
traditionally organised in and around this space. Naming the water body after Mata Ji

strengthened collective respect and responsibility towards its protection.

local resident shared:

« 3yrot ft gg AT gUR fOg arel Y S1g 2, v« @) 39H o urht A 2@
(Even today this nadi is a place of memories for us, even though it no longer holds
water.)
7. Present Condition and Emerging Concerns
Currently, Mata Ji Ki Nadi is completely dry. Thick layers of silt have reduced its storage
capacity, and natural water channels from the hills are blocked. Long-term neglect and

lack of regular maintenance have weakened the embankments.

Dense vegetation provides shade but, in some places, root systems have begun to
damage the earthen bunds, increasing the risk of erosion.

8. Challenges and Conservation Issues

Major challenges include:

« Long-term absence of desilting (over 20-25 years)
 Blocked natural inflow channels

« Heavy silt and waste accumulation

« Embankment erosion and structural weakening

- lIrregular rainfall patterns

 Risk of encroachment and loss of original boundary




Community members shared:

3R WIS 3R UTHT & Ix1 hl fh | Tier sig, &t ag A1l Slar shifad g gt 81
(“If cleaning is done and water channels are reopened, this nadi can become active
again.”)

9. Conservation Priorities and Structural Needs

« Deep desilting of the naadi

« Restoration of rainwater inflow channels from hill slopes

« Repair and strengthening of embankments using stone pitching

« Controlled clearing of excessive vegetation

« Installation of information boards highlighting religious and historical significance

« Formation of a permanent community-based maintenance committee with municipal
support




Mata ka Kund (Sonaron ka Kund)

Type of water body: Pond

Coordinates: Lat 26.301816° Long 73.007935°
Ward no: 19

Landmark: Near Chandpole Gate

Mata ka Kund

1. Introduction & Geographic Context

Mata ka Kund locally referred to as Sonaron ka Kund is an ancient water reservoir
situated just outside Chandpol Gate in the historic precincts at Ward 19 of Jodhpur
(North). Nestled between Chamunda Mata Temple, Ushtradini Mata Temple, and the
dense lanes of the old settlement, the kund lies within a natural sandstone depression that
historically channelled rainwater into its basin. Surrounded by traditional neighbourhoods
and hill slopes, the site continues to serve as a visual and cultural marker of the area’s
long-standing relationship with water.

2. Historical Evolution & Community Memory

Estimated to be 400 to 500 years old, Mata ka Kund traces its origins to the late medieval
period, most likely between the 16th and 17th centuries. During this time, traditional
rainwater harvesting systems were essential for sustaining life in the semi-arid landscapes
of Marwar. Community elders believe that the kund (pond) may have been carved during
he expansion of residential settlements around Chandpol Gate, which served as an
important entry point into the historic walled city.




Its placement in a natural
sandstone depression was a
deliberate design choice that
allowed rainwater from the
surrounding slopes to collect
naturally in the basin. This
reflects the deep indigenous

knowledge of water
management that existed in
the region.

Through participatory mapping, transect walks, and community discussions, residents
shared that the Sonar, or goldsmith, community once lived around this area. Their homes
and workplaces were located close to the kund, and they took responsibility for its upkeep.
According to these memories, the Sonar community organised periodic cleaning, removed
silt and waste, and repaired broken stone steps. People explained that the kund was not
just a water source but a central feature of social life, community identity, and seasonal
rituals.

Elders recall how the kund served as the main source of drinking water before piped
supply became available. Women and children visited the kund daily with clay and metal
pots, often gathering in small groups to collect water. They described the atmosphere
around the kund, the sound of people descending the steps, and the way neighbours
helped each other during summers. Many spoke about the reliability of the water body.

One elder said,

“ g9 F9Y9 9 3T § 98 e ¥t gt g, a1l & wua # g At 7 R strar un) 7
(Since our childhood, this kund has never dried. After heavy rainfall, it filled up
within a few days.)

Another community member shared her memory of using the kund during difficult
summers,
“ ifefgt A off sqd ar=ft Tgar 9T, g9 T A U R e &
(Even in the summer months there was water in it. We came every day with our
pots.)

People also described how travellers and traders entering the city through Chandpol Gate
stopped at the kund to drink water or rest. This made it an important public space that
supported mobility and trade routes in earlier times.

Middle aged residents shared that the kund once acted as a common meeting place,
especially in the evenings.




One man said,

“ M oh U YT T 93, ITd hd A T SHIE g9 Haeh! Sitsdt ot ”

(In the evening people sat here and talked. This place connected all of us.)

All these memories show that Mata ka Kund was not only a structure built for water
collection, but a living space that shaped community life. The stories reflect the role of the
kund in everyday routines, seasonal needs, religious practices, and social relationships.
These lived experiences are an important part of the water body’s identity, and they
highlight the strong emotional connection that still exists between the community and the
kund.

3. Structural and Spatial Characteristics

Mata ka Kund is carved directly into the natural sandstone terrain, forming a square-
shaped basin with steep, descending steps on one side. Its interior walls are lined with
traditional hand-carved sandstone blocks, a construction style consistent with Rajasthan’s
historic stepwells and kunds. Over time, many of these steps have become partially
buried due to siltation and waste accumulation. Despite this, the overall structure remains
intact, reflecting the craftsmanship and hydrological knowledge embedded in its original
design.

3.1 Physical Description

Feature Details

Shape Square/rectangular, rock-cut

Size approx. Length 100 m; Width 50 m ft; Depth 80 m.

Materials Local sandstone; thick cut-stone blocks at edges

LGS (e One-sided staircase, stone retaining walls, natural rocky surroundings

The kund’'s strategic placement
within a sloping rock depression
enabled efficient rainwater
harvesting, allowing runoff from the
surrounding terrain to naturally enter
the basin.

Satellite imagery of the lake in February 2026




4. Cultural Practices & Ritual Significance

The kund continues to hold deep cultural and spiritual value. For generations, it has
served as a space for Navratri abhishek, deepdan, and seasonal religious offerings.
Temple priests and residents recall its water being considered pure and suitable for ritual
use. A local priest shared:

“ JeRifA o AT A aren Sft &1 sifNdes g2t g & =it @ ghar uT| 39 ST & ufds | ST
T
(During Navratri, the Goddess was bathed with this very water. The water was
considered sacred.)

Despite physical deterioration, families still visit the site during festivals, keeping its
cultural significance alive through intergenerational practices.

5. Present Condition and Visible Transformations

Today, the kund retains water throughout the year but exhibits visible signs of decline.
Thick layers of algae cover parts of the surface, and plastic, cloth, and ritual waste have
accumulated along the steps. Soil erosion from the hills has buried sections of the
stairway, reducing accessibility. The growth of Peepal and Neem roots has begun to
compromise the structural stability of the sandstone.

Residents expressed their concern about this deterioration:

« Fifeat uget an Rard At off... s ga AH iR FR AR maT g1 ”
(Earlier the steps were clearly visible... now everything is covered with soil and
garbage.)

While the kund’s original engineering remains strong, immediate interventions are
necessary to prevent further loss.

6. Ecological Profile and Natural Life

Despite its compromised condition, the kund continues to sustain a modest ecological
micro-system. Water-dependent species, birds, and vegetation coexist within and around
the basin, demonstrating the ecological value of traditional water structures in semi-arid
urban landscapes
Observed ecological elements:

« Aquatic life: small fish, water beetles, monsoon frogs

- Bird species: pigeons, mynas, crows, occasional migratory visitors
Vegetation:
Beneficial: local grasses and hardy shrubs
Harmful: Prosopis juliflora, Peepal saplings, Neem roots affecting the stone structure




7. Community Knowledge & Lived Experiences

The insights gathered through transect walks, focus group discussions, and informal
conversations reveal a strong emotional and historical connection between the
community and Mata ka Kund. Residents spoke with familiarity and pride about the
behaviour of the water body across seasons, the traditions associated with it, and the
changes they have witnessed over the years. Their memories reflect a deep and intimate
understanding of the kund’s natural cycles, its social importance, and the challenges it
faces today.

During discussions, many residents explained that the kund has always been naturally
fed by the surrounding rocky slopes. They expressed confidence in the water body’s
resilience, often referring to its dependable supply in the past. One resident said,

“ gt e ghm? ugrst &1 = did sad sar g1

(How can it dry? The water from the hills flows directly into it.)

Parents and elders also shared concerns about safety, especially for children who play
near the water. They described incidents where children tried to enter the water or slipped
on the mud-covered steps. One mother reflected on this issue,

“ g ggl @eld g, 3R dfi-aft = oft &1 o €1 gwfor daw an e g+ anfg, arfes
a9 gfaa @1 ”
(Children play here, and sometimes they try to swim... there should be a wall or a
railing.)

Despite these concerns, there was a clear sense of hope and commitment towards
reviving the kund. People expressed their willingness to participate in cleaning and
restoration efforts. Their aspiration for improving the space was summed up by a
community member who said,

“ FIH-THTS g, Os-utd @mg o], at g8 oTg R @ @aaRd o< Oadt 21 ”

(If it is cleaned and plants are added, this place can become beautiful again.)

8. Key Challenges and Emerging Threats
The major threats identified through community-led mapping include:
« Waste accumulation and ritual debris
« Soil erosion burying stairways
« Structural weakening due to rooted vegetation
« Encroachments blocking natural water flow
« Lack of regular maintenance or monitoring
» Safety hazards due to absence of fencing or boundary markers

Collectively, these issues pose a risk to the structural integrity, ecological function, and
cultural significance of the kund.




9. Conservation Priorities and Structural Needs
Restoring Mata ka Kund requires a combination of technical expertise and community
stewardship. Priority conservation actions include:

« Desilting and removal of debris

« Scientific masonry repair and stone stabilisation

« Removal of Peepal and Neem roots with expert guidance
« Establishment of boundary fencing to improve safety

« Restoration of blocked rainwater channels

« Installation of heritage information boards and signage




Mayala Bagh ka Jhalra (Mahilbag ka Jhalra)

Types of Water body: Jhalra

Coordinates: Latitude 26.296658° N, Longitude 73.025270° E
Ward No.:40

Landmark: old Mayala Bagh School, Near Gulab Sagar

Mayala Bagh ka Jhalra
1. Introduction and Geographic Context

Mayala Bagh ka Jhalra is a historic stepped water structure located in the Gulab Sagar
area of Jodhpur, Rajasthan, close to the old Mayala Bagh School precinct. The jhalra
represents a refined example of traditional urban water harvesting systems developed in
the arid Marwar region, where water conservation was integrated with architecture,
aesthetics, and public life.

Situated within a dense historic neighbourhood, the Jhalra once formed part of a larger
garden—water complex and contributed to the city’s traditional water network connected to
Gulab Sagar and Fateh Sagar. Its presence moderated the local microclimate and
provided a communal space for water access and cultural interaction.




2. Historical Background and Community Memory

Mayala Bagh ka Jhalra was constructed during Sanwat 18331 CE in the reign of
Maharaja Vijay Singh of Marwar, commissioned by Paswan Gulabrao, a court official.
Historical interpretation suggests that the term “Mayala” in Marwari refers to an inner or
enclosed space, indicating that the jhalra may originally have been associated with a
semi-private garden or palace-related complex.

In Marwari, the word “mayla” means inside or within. Since this stepwell was built inside
the Jhalra garden, it came to be called Mayla Jhalra. Over time, people began referring to
it as Mayla Baag ka Jhalra, and nowadays it is commonly known as Mabhil Baag ka
Jhalra. Locals often say that its water is still not properly cleaned. Recently, an Ireland
resident named Caron Rawnsley carried out a cleaning of this stepwell together with
community members.

Oral histories collected during field interactions indicate that the Jhalra was a vital source
of water for nearby settlements and functioned as a calm retreat within the urban core.

A local resident recalled:

“ Uget g FERT AT & 3iex Teh AT ST gidt oft, STaf &l urh 4=a ok ds1—ai & fag
3Tt & 7
(Earlier, this jhalra was a peaceful place within the city where people came both to
collect water and to sit.)

Community memory highlights the jhalra’s role as both a functional water source and a
social space embedded in everyday life.

3. Structural Features and Water Architecture

Mayala Bagh ka Jhalra displays classical
Rajput water architecture, combining
hydraulic efficiency with ornamental
design. The structure follows a stepped
water system, allowing access to water at
varying levels throughout the year.

The jhalra is constructed primarily of red
sandstone and limestone, featuring
symmetrical stepped terraces, carved
pillars, and pavilion-like elements. The
architectural detailing reflects careful
planning, where water storage,
accessibility, and visual harmony were
equally prioritised.




3.1 Technical Specifications

Type Jhalra (stepped reservoir)

Approximate Dimensions 30.8 m x 25.9 m.

Number of Steps Approximately 300

Estimated Age Around 250 years

Construction Material Red sandstone and lime stone

Stepped terraces, carved pillars, chhatris,

Architectural Elements )
symmetrical layout

Hydrological Context Part of the Gulab Sagar—Fateh Sagar water network

4. Hydrology and Water Behaviour

The jhalra was designed to harvest and store rainwater runoff from surrounding built and
open areas. The stepped design ensured that water could be accessed even during low-
water periods, while the stone-lined structure minimised seepage losses and reduced
evaporation.

Historically, the stored water contributed to local water security and likely supported
groundwater recharge in the surrounding area. With urbanisation, the disruption of natural
inflow channels reduced the hydrological efficiency of the structure, though its core
storage design remains intact.

5. Past Uses and Social Functions

Traditionally, Mayala Bagh ka Jhalra served multiple purposes beyond water storage.
Residents used the steps for collecting water, resting, and social interaction. The shaded
areas and architectural pavilions made it a comfortable gathering space, particularly
during summer months.

A community member shared:

“ ifetat | o agt dod &, iR art oft a1 3gar um

(During summers, people would sit here, and the water also remained cool.)




The Jhalra thus functioned as a shared urban common, supporting both daily needs and
informal social life.

6. Cultural and Community Significance

One of the most distinctive cultural associations of Mayala Bagh ka Jhalra is the ‘Lotion
ka Mela’, traditionally held during the Chaitra month (March—April). During this event,
women carried decorated earthen pots filled with water and performed ritual offerings,
symbolising respect for water as a life-giving resource.

A local woman explained:

“ A5 AT F Gl ATl T AT 1T T, 3R STt Saar Y goir giet oft).”
(During the month of Chaitra, the ‘Fair of Pots’ was held here, where water was
worshipped.)

This continuing tradition reflects the deep cultural value attached to the jhalra and its role
in sustaining water-related rituals and collective memory.

7. Present Condition and Emerging Concerns

In recent decades, Mayala Bagh ka Jhalra experienced neglect due to urban pressure
and reduced functional use. However, in 2024, a major conservation initiative was
undertaken by Jodhpur Municipal Corporation, in collaboration with Skodiah & Partners
Foundation and The Jodhpur Logos.

The restoration addressed structural deterioration, accumulated debris, and blocked
water pathways, significantly improving the condition of the site and restoring its visibility
within the urban landscape.

8. Challenges and Conservation Issues

» Historical neglect prior to restoration

« Disruption of traditional water inflow channels

« Urban pressure from surrounding residential development

« Risk of future misuse without regular monitoring

« Need for sustained community involvement to prevent degradation

9. Conservation Priorities and Structural Needs

« Regular cleaning and maintenance of steps and water basin

« Continued monitoring of structural stability

« Protection of inflow channels to enable rainwater harvesting

« Community awareness programmes on water heritage

« Installation of interpretive signage and heritage information panels

« Promotion of water-sensitive cultural tourism without over-commercialisation




Mehsana Well (Shamshan Well)

Type of water body: Well

Coordinates: Latitude 26.353557° N, Longitude 73.034634°
Ward no: 59

Landmark: Mandor Garden

Mehsana Well

1. Introduction and Geographic Context

Mehsana Well, locally known as the “Shamshan Well,” is a historic groundwater-based
water structure located within the Mandore Garden complex, near the
Muktidham/Shamshan Bhoomi in Mandore, Jodhpur, Rajasthan. The well forms an
integral part of the traditional water infrastructure of the Surasagar—Mandore region,
which has historically relied on wells, baoris, and ponds to sustain life in an arid desert
environment.

Beyond its functional role as a water source, Mehsana Well holds strong religious,
social, and cultural significance, particularly due to its association with cremation rituals
and purification practices. The surrounding area includes cremation grounds, garden
spaces, religious structures, and nearby habitations. The presence of the well
historically contributed to maintaining moisture and relative coolness in the immediate
microclimate.




2. Historical Background and Community Memory

Mehsana Well is believed to date back to the 18th—19th century, during the period of the
Marwar princely state. Mandore, being the ancient capital of Marwar, was a significant
political and cultural centre where numerous water structures were developed to serve
royal, religious, and community needs.

Local oral histories suggest that the well was constructed specifically to support ritual
requirements associated with cremation grounds, while also serving nearby settlements
and travellers. The well's water was considered suitable for purification rituals following
last rites, as well as for bathing and daily use.

A local elder recalled:

“ gget AG-HERR o d1g LYfgeheor & forg gt ¢ o ar=it forar smar am) »

(Earlier, after cremation rituals, water from this well was used for purification.)

The name Mehsana Well is believed to be derived from the local community or clan
historically associated with its upkeep and use. Over generations, the well became
embedded in Mandore’s cultural memory as a sacred and reliable water source.

3. Structural Features and Water Architecture

Mehsana Well reflects traditional Marwari stone masonry and groundwater
management practices. The circular well has been constructed using locally available
red sandstone, with thick stone-lined walls ensuring durability and long-term stability.
The structure includes a protective parapet along the top edge and stepped access at
certain points, enabling safe water retrieval. In its present form, water is accessed
through a pipeline and electric motor, indicating adaptation to contemporary usage
patterns while retaining the original structure.

3.1 Technical Specifications

Type of Water Structure Well

Shape Circular

Length | Diameter Approximately 20-25 meters

Width Approximately 8-11 meters

Depth Approximately 13—-15 meters




Estimated Age 18th—19th century

Construction Material Local red sandstone

Parapet wall, stepped access, pipeline, electric
motor, adjacent cremation infrastructure

Associated Features

4. Hydrology and Water Behaviour

Mehsana Well is connected to underground aquifers, functioning as a traditional
groundwater source. During the monsoon season, the water level rises significantly, often
reaching up to 20-25 feet, while in summer months the level declines but the well rarely
dries up completely.

The well is believed to have a hydrological relationship with nearby traditional water
bodies, including Surasagar and Kalamandi Nadi, forming part of a larger groundwater
system in the Mandore region. However, declining rainfall, increased extraction, and
reduced recharge have impacted its long-term water behaviour.

5. Past Uses and Social Functions

Historically, Mehsana Well served multiple social and functional purposes. Its water was
used for purification after cremation, ritual bathing, tarpan, and pind-daan, as well as for
daily household needs of nearby residents. Travellers and relatives attending cremation
ceremonies also depended on this well for water.

A community member shared:

“ gg FAth QAT T FH3HT AT AT, FTH-UTT oh @1 off g<ft o= sl 2

(This was not just a cremation well; nearby residents also depended on it.)

The well thus functioned as both a sacred and communal water source, deeply
embedded in everyday life.

6. Cultural and Community Significance

Mehsana Well holds profound religious and cultural importance. It is closely associated
with Hindu funeral practices, including shuddhikaran (purification), tarpan, shraddh, and
ritual bathing. Many families continue to regard the well as a sacred site connected to
ancestral traditions.




A local resident noted:

“ 59 FY 1 ar=it afds 71 siren 8, gHiferg et oft sent SuahT gar g1

(The water of this well is considered sacred, which is why it is still used today.)

The well represents continuity of Marwari cremation customs, reinforcing collective
memory, faith, and cultural identity within the Mandore community.

7. Present Condition and Emerging Concerns

At present, Mehsana Well is no longer used for drinking or domestic purposes. Its use is
largely limited to cremation-related rituals, environmental activities, and occasional
plantation watering. The Municipal Corporation undertakes periodic cleaning, but
maintenance remains irregular.

The well faces challenges related to waste dumping, silt accumulation, and structural
wear. Increased human and animal activity in the cremation area has further affected
cleanliness and safety.

8. Challenges and Conservation Issues

« Accumulation of plastic and solid waste

 Declining groundwater levels

« Silt deposition at the bottom of the well

 Localised damage to stone masonry

« Excessive monkey activity in the area

« Mud accumulation during monsoon

« Absence of interpretive signage or heritage recognition

9. Conservation Priorities and Structural Needs

« Regular desilting and cleaning of the well

» Repair and strengthening of parapet and stone walls

« Prevention of waste dumping and pollution

- Improved lighting and safety arrangements

« Installation of an information board highlighting historical and cultural significance

« Promotion of eco-friendly ritual practices

« Community participation in monitoring and upkeep

« Recognition of the well as a heritage water structure within Mandore’s traditional
water landscape




Mendti Silawaton ki Masjid ka Kuwan

Types of Water body- Well

Coordinates: Latitude 26.291424° N, Longitude 73.021642° E
Ward No.: 34

Landmark: Tripolia Bazaar

Mendti Silawaton ki Masjid ka Kuan

1. Introduction and Geographic Context

The well located within the premises of Mendti Silawaton ki Masjid is an important
traditional groundwater source in the historic core of Jodhpur city. Situated in Tripolia
Bazaar, under Ward No. 34, this well has been serving the local community for
approximately 150 years.

Primarily developed to meet the water requirements of the mosque, the well continues to
play a vital role in providing water for wudu (ablution), drinking, and daily religious
practices. Its continued functionality reflects the resilience of traditional well systems in
dense urban settings.

2. Historical Background and Community Memory

The well is believed to have been constructed around the late 19th century, at a time
when ensuring access to clean and reliable water for religious institutions was considered
essential. Mosques traditionally maintained dedicated water sources to support ritual
purity, particularly for ablution before prayers.




Over generations, this well became deeply integrated into the daily religious and social
life of the mosque and surrounding neighbourhood. Local residents recall that the well
has consistently provided clean water without interruption.

A community member shared:
“ g Pl R A g1 AfSIg & g a=mar mar a, aifes Tt it ghzm 9w ot e a3

(This well was built specifically for the mosque so that worshippers would always
have access to clean water.)

The continuity of use has strengthened collective memory and community responsibility
towards its upkeep.

3. Structural Features and Water Architecture

The well follows traditional Rajasthani well-construction techniques, characterised by
compact dimensions and strong stone masonry suitable for dense urban areas. The
circular structure is lined with durable stone, ensuring long-term stability and protection of

the groundwater source.

The well has been safely covered to prevent accidents and contamination, and water
extraction is currently supported by a motor pump system.

3.1 Technical Specifications

Type Well (Kuan)

Shape Circular

Diameter Approximately 2 meters

Depth more than 15 m

Water Level approx. 5 meters

Construction Material Traditional stone masonry

Estimated Age Around 150 years

Associated Infrastructure Protective cover, electric motor pump




4. Hydrology and Water Behaviour

The well is fed by natural groundwater aquifers and remains water-filled throughout the
year. Rainfall plays a key role in groundwater recharge, contributing to the well's long-
term sustainability.

Community feedback consistently highlights the quality of water, which is described as
clean, sweet, and suitable for drinking and religious use. The stability of water levels
indicates a healthy aquifer system beneath the area.

5. Past Uses and Social Functions

Historically, the well supported multiple functions beyond religious needs. It supplied
water for ablution, cleaning of the mosque premises, drinking water for local residents,

and household use in the surrounding neighbourhood.

During religious periods such as Ramadan, the well played an especially important role in
maintaining cleanliness and ritual purity.

A local resident recalled:
“ T & SR 59 FY ol U1 g9 3R TFS & fog aga rT simar a)
(During Ramadan, water from this well was extensively used for ablution and
cleanliness.)
Thus, the well served as both a religious and social utility.
6. Cultural and Community Significance
The well holds strong cultural and religious value for the Silawat community and mosque
attendees. It symbolises traditional water stewardship and the importance of purity in

Islamic practice.

For worshippers, the well is not merely a utility but a sacred source linked to faith and
daily discipline. Its sustained care reflects community unity and shared responsibility.

A community member noted:

“ g9 gV vl U1 ufd=t A= ST ¢, s<fiferg gudh gdzn d@vre & st 81 7
(The water of this well is considered pure, which is why it is always carefully
maintained.)




7. Present Condition and Emerging Concerns

At present, the well remains fully functional, clean, and structurally safe. It continues to
supply water for daily ablution, drinking, and mosque-related activities through a
motorised system.

The well is properly covered, and no major structural damage is visible. Regular informal
monitoring by mosque caretakers and community members has helped maintain its
condition.

8. Challenges and Conservation Issues

« Potential decline in groundwater levels due to urban stress

« Dependence on electric motor for water extraction

 Risk of water contamination from unplanned construction nearby

« Need for continuous maintenance resources

« Long-term sustainability concerns under changing climate conditions

9. Conservation Priorities and Structural Needs

« Regular monitoring of water quality and water levels

« Preventive maintenance of stone lining and protective cover

« Ensuring protection from nearby construction and pollution sources

« Strengthening community-based management and documentation

« Installation of an information board highlighting historical and cultural significance




Nagadadi Lake

Types of Water body: lake

Coordinates: Latitude 26.355092° N, Longitude 73.03348° E
Ward No.: 59

Landmark: inside Mandor Garden

Nagadadi Lake

1. Introduction and Geographic Context

Nagadadi Lake is a natural water body located within the Nagadadi area of Jodhpur city,
Rajasthan. Historically, it has functioned as an important component of the city’s
traditional water management system, supporting local livelihoods, agriculture, and
ecological balance. The lake continues to hold environmental and cultural relevance
despite increasing urban pressures.

The lake primarily collects rainwater and runoff from surrounding catchments and has
historically contributed to groundwater recharge in adjacent areas.

2. Historical Background and Community Memory

Nagadadi Lake has long been part of Jodhpur’s network of small, community-managed
water bodies. Local oral histories and community memory suggest that the lake was
traditionally used for drinking water, irrigation, and daily household needs by surrounding
settlements. Over time, it also became associated with social and religious gatherings.




Community member shared:

“« 3 3fier 1 Uit uget fiR ok @ —ai=t & ey smar T ”

(Earlier, the water of this lake was used both for drinking and agriculture.)

The lake’s continued presence in local memory highlights its role as a shared resource
rather than merely a physical structure.

3. Structural Features and Water Architecture
Nagadadi Lake is primarily a natural depression adapted for water storage through

traditional practices rather than intensive built architecture. Its form follows the natural
terrain, allowing rainwater to accumulate efficiently.

Earthen embankments and stone-lined edges at select points help stabilise the lake
boundary and regulate overflow during heavy rainfall. Small channels connect the lake
to surrounding drainage paths, enabling seasonal inflow and outflow.




3.1 Technical Specifications

Type Natural lake / talaab

Estimated Area: Approximately 12—-15 hectares

Average Depth: (seasonal variation)3.05—4.57 meters

Primary Water Source Monsoon rainfall and local runoff

Natural basin with minor earthen and stone
reinforcement

Construction Nature

Satellite imagery of the lake in February 2026

4. Hydrology and Water Behaviour

Nagadadi Lake is predominantly monsoon-fed, with water levels fluctuating according
to rainfall patterns. During the monsoon season, the lake fills rapidly, while water levels
gradually decline in summer months.

The lake historically contributed to groundwater recharge in nearby areas and
supported connected small ponds and channels. Reduced rainfall and increased urban
runoff contamination have affected its hydrological stability in recent years.




5. Past Uses and Social Functions

Traditionally, Nagadadi Lake served multiple social and economic functions. It was used
for drinking water, household needs, irrigation, livestock watering, and small-scale
agriculture. The lake also functioned as a communal space where people gathered for
daily activities and seasonal interactions.

Community member shared:

“ g9 gt & S1TH-uTH @i e &, art sRa & iR Aottt &t [Kiatt ol | gedt 0, =
3T & Yeh gRE aTeft ST1g a1 TRfY @-agR & #hT SameT ofd gl 7
(Around this lake, people used to gather, fetch water, and daily life revolved here,
but now it has turned into a tourist spot. Outsiders visit more often.)

6. Cultural and Community Significance
Beyond its utilitarian role, Nagadadi Lake holds cultural and ritual significance for local
communities. Religious rituals, community gatherings, and traditional ceremonies have

historically taken place along its banks.

Community member / local resident shared:

“ itgRI 3R gui & 9a ghier &1 ar=it afas dr=T Strar an) »

(During festivals and rituals, the lake water was considered sacred.)
The lake remains an important marker of local identity and collective heritage.
7. Present Condition and Emerging Concerns
Currently, Nagadadi Lake faces multiple challenges related to urbanisation and neglect.
Encroachment along its edges, dumping of plastic and household waste, and declining

water levels have visibly affected the lake’s health.

While the lake still fills during the monsoon, its water-holding capacity and ecological
guality have diminished over time.

8. Challenges and Conservation Issues

« Encroachment and unregulated construction around the lake

« Pollution from plastic waste and domestic garbage

« Declining water levels due to reduced rainfall and urban runoff
 Loss of aquatic biodiversity

» Safety risks due to unregulated access

« Absence of regular monitoring and maintenance mechanisms




9. Conservation Priorities and Structural Needs

« Removal of encroachments and protection of the original lake boundary

« Regular cleaning and waste management measures

« Restoration of natural inflow channels and catchment protection

« Periodic desilting to improve water-holding capacity

- Installation of safety measures such as fencing and signage

« Community-led monitoring and awareness programmes

« Recognition of the lake as a heritage water body within urban planning frameworks




Naiyon Ki Naadi (Nahaney Ki Naadi)

Types of Water body: Naadi

Coordinates: Latitude 26.350078, Longitude 73.033025
Ward No.: 80

Landmark: Near Mandore Garden

Naiyon Ki Naadi
1. Introduction and Geographic Context

Naiyon Ki Naadi, historically known as Nahaney Ki Nadi (Bathing Pond), is a natural
water body located within a low-lying depression surrounded by hillocks and residential
settlements in Jodhpur, Rajasthan. The nadi is encircled by housing developments, with
some structures extending onto the hill slopes and upper ridges. Portions of the
surrounding hills still retain natural vegetation and original landforms.

A large and elevated wall-like structure has been constructed between the hill area and
the residential zone, physically dividing the landscape. This structure appears to have
altered the natural drainage patterns and hydrological flow into the nadi, impacting its
original ecological function.

2. Historical Background and Community Memory

Historically, this water body was known as Nahaney Ki Naadi and served as a designated
bathing space during the royal period. According to handwritten historical notes and oral
narratives, the site was used by daasis (female attendants) associated with the royal
court, who bathed here at specified times as part of courtly routines.




Over time, encroachment by members of the local barber (Nai) community led to a shift in
both land use and naming practices. As a result, the water body gradually came to be
known as Naiyon Ki Nadi, reflecting the changing social occupation of the site and the
erosion of its original identity.

A community member shared:

“ g STIE Ugel S1fadl & T & fag St SIret oft, 3R are & agt a=ft aq 7| ~
(This place was earlier known as a bathing site for royal attendants; later,
residential settlements came up here.)

3. Structural Features and Water Architecture

Naiyon Ki Naadi is a naturally formed depression rather than a formally constructed
reservoir. Its structure relies on the surrounding hill slopes, which historically directed
rainwater runoff into the nadi. The basin-like formation allowed rainwater to accumulate
and remain stagnant for extended periods.

The surrounding terrain originally acted as a natural catchment system. However,
construction activities, boundary walls, and encroachments have disrupted these natural
flows. The absence of stone ghats, steps, or engineered embankments distinguishes this
nadi from more formal talab or bawdi structures.

3.1 Technical Specifications

Type Natural nadi (rain-fed depression)

Nature Seasonal water body

Catchment Surrounding hills and natural slopes

Construction Material Not applicable (natural formation)

Current Land Use Surrounded by residential structures

Drainage Condition Altered due to walls and encroachments




6. Cultural and Community Significance

Culturally, the nadi represents a layered history of royal customs, caste-based
occupational settlement, and urban transformation. Its original association with royal
attendants reflects the highly structured social order of the past, while its later renaming
illustrates how community presence reshapes cultural memory.

The gradual loss of the nadi’s identity has also weakened its symbolic value within the
neighbourhood, turning a once-recognised historic water space into a neglected and
contested site.

7. Present Condition and Emerging Concerns

At present, Naiyon Ki Nadi is heavily polluted. During the monsoon, contaminated runoff
water carrying waste, excreta, and debris accumulates in the basin. The water remains
stagnant for long periods, creating conditions conducive to mosquitoes, pathogens, and
foul odour.

Residents report increased risks of infectious diseases. The decline of birds, amphibians,
and small wildlife once found in the area indicates a broader ecological imbalance. What
was earlier a cooling and life-supporting feature has now become a health hazard.

8. Challenges and Conservation Issues

« Severe water pollution due to waste inflow

« Open defecation and garbage dumping in catchment areas

« Encroachments reducing the natural storage capacity

» Blocked or altered drainage paths

« Loss of biodiversity and ecological function

« Conflicting community views regarding restoration versus closure

9. Conservation Priorities and Structural Needs
Local residents have expressed a preference for eliminating the health risk posed by the

nadi. Many suggest converting the site into a safe public space, such as a children’s
playground or community open area. Key priorities include:

« Addressing sanitation and waste disposal in the catchment

« Preventing further encroachments

- Scientific assessment of whether restoration or land-use conversion is more viable

« Ensuring community consultation in decision-making

« If retained as a water body, introducing proper drainage, cleaning, and safety
measures




Narangi Kuan

Types of Water body: Traditional open well
Coordinates: Latitude 26.3450, Longitude 73.0450
Ward No.: 80

Landmark: Near Mandore Garden

Narangi Kuan
1. Introduction and Geographic Context

Narangi Kuan is a traditional open well located in the Mandore area of Jodhpur,
Rajasthan, close to the historic Mandore Gardens and surrounding residential
settlements. Mandore, the former capital of Marwar, is known for its rich heritage
landscape comprising gardens, temples, cenotaphs, and historic water structures.
Narangi Kuan formed an integral part of this landscape and contributed to local water
security for residents and visitors alike.

The well is situated within a historically significant zone that once combined royal
gardens, orchards, and habitation, reflecting the close relationship between water,

ecology, and settlement planning in Mandore.

2. Historical Background and Community Memory

Local narratives suggest that Narangi Kuan dates back several centuries, to the period
when Mandore functioned as the capital of Marwar and continued to remain an important
settlement even after Jodhpur became the capital. During this time, wells were
constructed as public welfare measures to ensure reliable drinking water supply.




The name “Narangi Kuan” is believed to have originated either from the presence of
orange (narangi/santara) orchards in the surrounding area or from the perceived
sweetness and purity of its water. Elders recall that the area was once known for fruit-
bearing trees and green cover.

Shared by an elder resident:

“ 39 geITeh H Ugd AR 3R TR Wedl & anT gIMT e o, ¥ hRoT 39 F¢ 1 A AR
it geT| "

(Earlier this area had orange and other fruit orchards, which is why this well came
to be known as Narangi Kuan.)

3. Structural Features and Water Architecture

Narangi Kuan is a deep, circular well constructed using locally available Jodhpur stone
(chittar patthar). The stone masonry reflects traditional Marwari construction techniques,
designed to ensure durability and thermal stability. The well is surrounded by a raised
stone parapet (munderi) and a platform (chabutra), which historically facilitated safe
access and community use.

The robust construction indicates that the well was intended for long-term use and high
dependence by local communities.

3.1 Technical Specifications

Type of Water Structure Traditional open well

Shape Circular

Depth Approximately 24—-30 m. (estimated)

Construction Material Local stone masonry (Jodhpur stone)

Water Source Groundwater with hill seepage




4. Hydrology and Water Behaviour

The primary source of water for Narangi Kuan is groundwater, supported by natural
seepage from the Mandore hillocks. Historically, this ensured relatively stable water levels
and good water quality throughout the year.

In recent decades, urbanisation, reduced recharge, and pollution have adversely affected
the well. Due to declining water quality and lack of maintenance, the water is no longer
considered suitable for drinking. At present, the well has been covered with stone slabs
and is no longer in active use.

5. Past Uses and Social Functions

Earlier, Narangi Kuan served as a key source of drinking water for nearby households,
visitors to Mandore, and pilgrims. The well also supported daily domestic needs and
watering of animals. Its location near gardens and religious sites made it an important
stop for travellers and devotees.

Shared by a Woman Resident:

“ gget 39 PU &l Ut FiF 3R @R & hEl o forg s&d9Te gidar Ul g Wi o Sfiaq &1 surR
1| ”
(Earlier, water from this well was used for drinking and household work.)

6. Cultural and Community Significance
Narangi Kuan holds cultural value as part of Mandore’s historic water heritage. Mandore
remains an important religious and tourist destination, and traditional water structures like

this well contribute to the area’s identity and collective memory.

During festivals and special religious occasions, the surrounding area continues to attract
local residents and visitors, even though the well itself is no longer used.

Shared by an elder resident:

“ HER & FU 3R arafar g9 Snrg Y uga g1 A dhad STadld Tal o, afch angfgas Ssfiae,
SITRAT 3R URuRT & chg, A1 ”

(The wells and stepwells of Mandore are part of the identity of this place.)




7. Present Condition and Emerging Concerns

At present, Narangi Kuwan remains closed and covered. Plastic waste dumping, silt
accumulation, and encroachment in nearby areas have reduced its recharge capacity.
The absence of regular maintenance has further contributed to its deterioration.

While tourists frequently visit Mandore Gardens, the well itself remains largely unnoticed
and undocumented.

8. Challenges and Conservation Issues
Key challenges include:
« Accumulation of silt and solid waste inside the well
« Declining groundwater quality
« Encroachment and reduced recharge areas
« Lack of regular monitoring and maintenance

« Risk of long-term neglect despite heritage value

9. Conservation Priorities and Structural Needs

« Thorough cleaning and desilting of the well

 Strengthening of safety measures around the structure

« Protection of recharge zones and removal of encroachments

« Assessment of water quality and recharge potential

« Installation of an information board highlighting historical significance
« Integration of the well into Mandore’s heritage and tourism narrative
« Community awareness and involvement in protection efforts




Navlakha Bawdi

Types of Water body: stepwell
Coordinates: 23°49'48.0"N 73°43'48.0"E
Ward No.: 80

Landmark: near Ummed Udyan

Navlakha Bawdi
1. Introduction and Geographic Context

Navlakha Baori is a historic stepwell located near Ummed Udyan in Jodhpur, Rajasthan.
It is one of the significant examples of Rajput-era water architecture in the Marwar region.
The baori reflects the advanced understanding of water harvesting and storage systems
developed to sustain settlements in the arid desert landscape of western Rajasthan.

Situated close to a major green and recreational zone, Navlakha Baori forms part of
Jodhpur’s layered heritage landscape, combining water management, architecture, and

royal patronage.

2. Historical Background and Community Memory

Navlakha Baori was constructed around 1724 CE during the reign of Maharaja Abhay
Singh (1724-1749 CE). The stepwell derives its name from its estimated construction
cost of approximately nine lakh rupees, which was considered a substantial investment at
the time.




Historically, the baori functioned as a major public water source, providing drinking water
to nearby settlements. It was an integral part of the urban water supply system and
symbolised royal responsibility toward public welfare.

A community member shared:

“ JIET dATgS Sl U U | IgdT AT, 3R - & «ihT 3¢ w? Al wga @ g
STTg hadt UT-I o id gl oft, afess il &6 e, doa 3k g1 uH i s oft ot ~
(Earlier, the water of Navlakha Baori remained clean, and nearby residents
depended on it. This place was not only a water source but also a space where
people gathered and found respite.)

3. Structural Features and Water Architecture
Navlakha Baori is built in the traditional Rajput architectural style using locally available
red sandstone. The structure is characterised by deep stepped corridors leading down to

the water chamber, supported by stone pillars, arches, and platforms.

The symmetry, depth, and detailing of the baori demonstrate skilled craftsmanship and
deliberate planning to reduce evaporation and ensure long-term water storage.

3.1 Technical Specifications

Type Stepwell (Baori)

Period of Construction Circa 1724 CE

Patron Maharaja Abhay Singh

Construction Material Local red sandstone

Stepped corridors, stone pillars, arches, water

Structural Elements
chamber

Original Water Use Drinking and domestic purposes

Current Administrative Control Jodhpur Municipal Corporation




4. Hydrology and Water Behaviour

Navlakha Baori was designed as a rainwater-harvesting structure, collecting surface
runoff from its surrounding catchment. The depth of the baori helped maintain water
availability even during dry months. Stone-lined walls reduced seepage loss while
facilitating groundwater interaction.

At present, water retention is limited, and the stored water is no longer potable. However,
the remaining water is used for irrigating the gardens of Ummed Udyan.

4.1 Ecological Profile and Natural Life

- Past Ecology:
Historically, the baori supported aquatic organisms and seasonal bird activity, while
surrounding vegetation benefited from sustained moisture. The stepwell contributed to
local cooling and groundwater recharge.

- Present Ecology:
Today, ecological activity is limited. Algal growth, organic deposits, and stagnant water
conditions have reduced aquatic life. Bird presence has declined due to reduced water
guality and human disturbance.

- Ecological Services:
Despite degradation, the baori still contributes marginally to microclimate cooling and
groundwater interaction within the Ummed Udyan area.

5. Past Uses and Social Functions

In earlier times, Navlakha Baori served as a key public utility. Residents relied on it for
drinking water, household use, and daily activities. The baori also functioned as a
communal space where people gathered, rested, and interacted, especially during

summer months.

6. Cultural and Community Significance

Navlakha Baori holds cultural importance as a symbol of royal-era public infrastructure
and architectural excellence. While it no longer plays an active role in community rituals, it
remains a visual and historical landmark that reflects Jodhpur’'s water wisdom and
heritage planning.




7. Present Condition and Emerging Concerns

Structurally, the baori remains largely intact, with walls, steps, and water chambers still
standing. However, several concerns are visible:

Fallen or damaged pillars in certain sections

Algal growth, dirt accumulation, and moisture marks on walls
Limited water storage with poor water quality

Excessive vegetation growth exerting pressure on the structure

Ecological Concerns
 Loss of aquatic biodiversity
 Decline in bird activity

» Reduced ecological role due to stagnant and untreated water

8. Challenges and Conservation Issues

Absence of scientific conservation of pillars and arches
« Lack of water quality improvement measures

No interpretive signage or historical information boards
 Limited community engagement and awareness
Ecological degradation due to stagnation and neglect

9. Conservation Priorities and Structural Needs

« Scientific structural conservation of pillars, arches, and steps

« Regular desilting and controlled cleaning

« Water treatment and circulation to improve ecological conditions

- Installation of historical signage and heritage interpretation panels

« Coordinated conservation plan involving Municipal Corporation, JDA, and Tourism
Department
« Awareness programmes to reconnect citizens with Jodhpur’s water heritage




Nazar ji ki Bawdi

Type of water body: Stepwell

Coordinates: Lat-26.286655 Long.-73.016560
Ward no: 6

Landmark: Inside Jalori Gate

Nazar ji ki Bawdi

Introduction and Geographic Context

Nazar Ji ki Bawdi is located inside Jhalori Gate in Ward 6 of Jodhpur. It is one of the
region’s oldest surviving stepwells and remains an important example of traditional water
architecture. Situated in a densely populated neighbourhood with a temple and
surrounding residences, the bawdi continues to hold cultural, spiritual, and hydrological
importance for the community.

Even today, despite urban pressures, this stepwell stands as a reminder of Jodhpur’s
long-standing heritage of water management and community-driven conservation. The
structure is currently maintained by the Municipal Corporation.

Historical Evolution and Community Memory

Nazar Ji ki Bawdi was constructed during the reign of Maharaja Bhim Singh, around 1802
to 1803. According to local historical accounts, the stepwell was commissioned by a
person who held the title of “Nazar” during the princely state period.




The title “Nazar” was given to individuals responsible for the protection and management
of women’s quarters, particularly the residences of queens and royal women.

Traditionally, those who held the position of Nazar were members of the Kinnar
(transgender) community, who were accorded high respect and referred to honorifically
as “Nazar Ji". In the Mughal courts, such individuals were known as “Khwaajasar”. In
Marwar, they were also described as caretakers or supervisors of women’'s palaces,
entrusted with maintaining decorum, security, and confidential duties within the zenana
(women’s quarters).

Historical narratives further indicate that individuals holding this title often contributed a
part of their income to public welfare. This included the construction of water bodies,
temples, wells, stepwells, and other community assets. Nazar Ji ki Bawdi is believed to
have been built as part of such philanthropic efforts. The entire structure was crafted
using locally available red sandstone, reflecting the traditional architectural style of
Jodhpur.

During discussions, one elderly resident emphasised how essential the bawdi once was
for people’s daily survival. They shared,

“ Ig ITaST Ugel R §elTeh ohl Stta- Y| g1 R, g% &d SR g goI 399 St oAt ”

(This stepwell was once the lifeline of the entire area.)

Another resident explained that the stepwell never dried in earlier times because it was
connected to multiple other baoris through an underground network. They said,

“ gget Ug arast gud arafsat @ g3t g oft, sfiferg sad ot eft @ & grar am
(Earlier this stepwell was connected to other stepwells, which is why it never
lacked water.)

These community memories reveal the historic reliability of the water system and its role
in sustaining households long before modern water supply systems existed.

Structural and Spatial Characteristics

Nazar Ji ki Baori displays a classic stepwell architecture characterised by deep
chambers, stone pillars, and multiple entry points. The structure combines both functional
water storage and architectural grandeur, which is typical of medieval Marwar design.

The stepwell contains five internal pillars, commonly referred to as pol, that support the
roof and divide the internal walkway. At the centre lies a deep well known locally as the
Patal Kuan, which forms the core water storage space of the structure.

The presence of a Peepal tree and a Tamarind tree within the stepwell complex indicates
the historical integration of natural elements with built structures. Their roots also provide
habitat for small animals and birds.




3.1 Technical Specifications

Type Stepwell

Shape Rectangular

Size 21.3mx11.0 m.

Depth more than 50 m.

Internal Features Five pillars, central deep well (Patal Kuan), tree cover

Small animals such as squirrels, mice, birds, and fish are found within and around the
stepwell due to the open natural environment.

Cultural Practices and Ritual Significance

Nazar Ji ki Baori has long served as an important cultural and religious site. Its proximity
to the Hanuman Temple makes it part of a wider sacred landscape. Residents shared that
during festivals, especially Deepotsav, the entire stepwell area lights up with lamps.

A community elder explained,

“ Etarelt & Twg ggt €1 ST S &1 399 O aradt # Ueh oren @l AR the St @1 7

(During Diwali, lamps are lit here. The whole stepwell glows beautifully.)

The bawdi also served as a water source for rituals, ablutions, and temple cleaning in
earlier times, demonstrating its dual role as a sacred and utilitarian space.

Present Condition and Visible Transformations

The community shared that the last major cleaning of the stepwell took place nearly 25
years ago. Since then, debris, soil accumulation, and growing vegetation have weakened
the structure. The Peepal tree roots have also begun affecting the stone walls, raising
concerns about long-term stability.

Currently, a filtration pump is installed inside the baori that supplies water to nearby
areas. However, due to reduced community use and urban expansion, the baori’'s role in
daily life has declined.




One resident noted,

“ 3 N ATIST hT YT hH STAHTA R &, WR Tg 151 H goR A ver ufas =i g1 7

(Now people use the stepwell water less, but it still remains a sacred place for us.)

Encroachments and infrastructural development around the area have also reduced the
natural catchment that once helped in water recharge.

Hydrology and Water Behaviour

The water level in the baori depends primarily on the Patal Kuan, which is connected to
deep groundwater sources. Historically, the baori received water from multiple
interconnected stepwells, creating a strong recharge system.

Today, water from the baori is supplied for local use through a filter pump, indicating its
continued functionality. However, the natural recharge process has weakened due to
urban changes.

Community Knowledge and Lived Experiences

The participatory discussions brought forward deep insights from community members
who have lived around the baori for generations. Many expressed pride in its history and

concern for its preservation.

One resident shared their hope for revival,

“ IAR THY UR TS 3R TGHT gl ST1Y, df ag arast e & uget St g gandl 81 7
(If proper cleaning and care are done on time, this stepwell can become like it
used to be.)

Another added,

“ Jg ITTSY gAY URURT kT f2<T &, 59 J9mET o1t &1 7

(This stepwell is part of our tradition, it is important to protect it.)

These testimonies show a strong community desire for conservation and a willingness to
participate in rejuvenation efforts.

Key Challenges and Emerging Threats

The major issues identified by the community include:

« Lack of cleaning for the last 25 years
« Structural weakening due to Peepal tree roots
« Erosion of internal stone blocks and pillars




Reduced catchment area due to urban development
Limited monitoring and maintenance

Loss of traditional water flow connections

Safety concerns inside the structure

These challenges pose a threat to both the structural integrity and cultural longevity of the
baori.

Conservation Priorities and Structural Needs
Key conservation priorities for restoring Nazar Ji ki Baori include:

« Structural repair of walls, pillars and stone surfaces

« Safe removal or controlled trimming of Peepal and Tamarind roots
« Regular cleaning and desilting

« Establishing a monitoring mechanism

« Creating a protective boundary for safety

« Installing information boards for public awareness

« Restoring traditional recharge channels where possible




Ojho ka Talaab

Types of Water body: Talaab (pond)

Coordinates: Latitude: 26.305432° N, Longitude: 73.006910° E
Ward No.: 6

Landmark: Near Rajbagh area, Surasagar

Ojho ka Talaab
1. Introduction and Geographic Context

Ojho ka Talaab is a historic rainwater harvesting pond located in Rajbagh area,
Surasagar, Jodhpur, and currently falls under Ward No. 6. The pond is situated on a
natural slope and was traditionally designed to collect and store monsoon runoff.
Historically, it served as a major source of drinking water, domestic use, livestock
watering, and religious activities for the surrounding settlements.

The name Ojho ka Talaab is associated with the Ojha Brahmin community, to whom the
pond was granted as bakhshi (land endowment) during the Marwar princely period. The
presence of nearby temples further strengthens its cultural and religious significance.

2. Historical Background and Community Memory

Ojho ka Talaab is believed to have been developed during the reign of Rao Jodha in the
15th century, as part of the early water infrastructure of Jodhpur. Historical narratives
indicate that the pond was constructed under royal patronage and later granted to the
Ojha Brahmin community, who maintained a long-standing custodial relationship with the
water body.

The historical relevance of the pond is reinforced by the presence of Surya Narayan
Temple and Bheed Bhajneshwar Mahadev Temple located nearby. The Mahadev temple
is locally believed to be nearly 500 years old, embedding the pond within a sacred and
culturally protected landscape.




Community memory suggests that the pond remained in regular use until about 35 years
ago, after which dependence gradually declined due to alternative water sources.

A local resident shared:

“ 3 ATATH <Al YT 1M 35 9T Uget deh fAafaa Sughn & o) ”

(The water of this pond was in regular use until about 35 years ago.)
3. Structural Features and Water Architecture

Ojho ka Talab has been constructed on a deep, bowl-shaped natural depression, allowing
rainwater to accumulate naturally through gravity. The embankments are made of
compacted earth reinforced with stone, reflecting traditional Marwari water-construction
practices.

The pond’s considerable depth enabled it to retain water for long durations. Temples
located along the edges reflect the traditional practice of providing religious protection to
water sources. A natural overflow channel (spillway) once directed excess water toward
Kharbuja Bavdi, indicating that the pond was part of a larger interconnected water
management system.

3.1 Technical Specifications

Type Talab (pond)

Plan Form Square

Dimensions Approximately 21.3 m x 10.7 m.

Depth 9-10 meter

Construction Style Natural slope-based rainwater harvesting

Primary Materials Stone and compacted earth

Surya Narayan Temple, Bheed Bhajneshwar Mahadev

Associated Structures
Temple

Hydrological Link Overflow toward Kharbuja Bavdi (currently disrupted)




4. Hydrology and Water Behaviour

Ojho ka Talaab functioned as a
monsoon-fed water body with strong
groundwater recharge characteristics.
Seasonal rainfall determined the water
level, but due to its depth and shaded
environment, the pond retained water
for extended periods.
Satellite imagery of the lake in February 2026
Natural percolation through the pond
bed contributed to groundwater recharge in surrounding areas. Dense vegetation and
depth helped reduce evaporation, making it an efficient traditional water conservation
model.

A local resident shared:

“ T, gehsl, e 3R SiTe! SR oft ol @ urht did & 7

(Cows, goats, camels, and even wild animals used to drink water from here.)
6. Cultural and Community Significance

Ojho ka Talaab holds strong religious importance due to its association with nearby
temples. Special worship is performed during Mahashivratri, and religious events are
organised during the month of Shravan.

The pond and temples together formed a cultural nucleus of the area and were central to
the traditional identity of the local Brahmin community. The water body was respected not
only as a resource but also as a sacred entity.

7. Present Condition and Emerging Concerns
At present, Ojho ka Talaab is largely non-functional. Water levels have become extremely

low and seasonal. The pond has suffered from neglect, dumping of plastic waste and
liquor bottles, and disruption of its overflow channel.

Due to its depth, cleaning and conservation activities have become technically
challenging. The absence of regular maintenance has further accelerated degradation




. 8. Challenges and Conservation Issues

« Solid waste and liquor bottle dumping

« Accumulation of silt reducing storage capacity

 Blocked rainwater inflow and overflow channels

« Decline in groundwater recharge

« Loss of aquatic life such as fish and turtles

« Reduced bird presence and wildlife dependency

« Risk of encroachment along natural boundaries

« Lack of community awareness and institutional protection

9. Conservation Priorities and Structural Needs

« Scientific desilting up to the original depth

 Restoration of rainwater inflow channels

« Repair and reopening of overflow toward Kharbuja Bavdi

- Installation of fencing and waste-control measures

« Ecological management for aquatic life and birds

« Temple-area beautification and integration with pond conservation

« Community participation involving the Brahmin society and volunteers

« Municipal, Jalday Department, or CSR-supported conservation project

« Interpretation signage highlighting historical, ecological, and cultural value




Padamsar Talaab

Type of water body: Pond

Coordinates: Latitude 26.298711° N, Longitude 73.015233° E
Ward no: 39

Landmark: Near Mehrangarh Fort

Padamsar talaab
1. Introduction and Geographic Context

Padamsar Talaab is a historic water body located at the foot of Mehrangarh Fort in
Jodhpur, Rajasthan, and currently falls under Ward No. 39. The reservoir is an important
example of traditional water harvesting systems developed in the arid landscape of
Marwar. Beyond its functional role in water storage, Padamsar Talaab holds deep
historical, cultural, and architectural significance.

The surrounding area includes residential settlements and religious structures. Due to
the presence of the water body, the microclimate around the talab remains relatively

cooler, offering environmental relief in the otherwise harsh desert climate.

2. Historical Background and Community Memory

Padamsar Talaab is closely linked to the early history of Jodhpur and dates back
approximately 800 years. Its construction is attributed to Rani Padmini, the daughter of
Rana Sanga of Mewar and the queen of Rao Jodha, the founder of Jodhpur, who ruled
between 1438 and 1489 CE. Historical accounts suggest that the reservoir was
developed as part of the royal water infrastructure serving the fort and the royal
household.




Community narratives indicate that Padamsar Talab was historically used by royal
women for bathing, and its water was also utilised for drinking, washing clothes, and
other domestic purposes. Elders recall that the reservoir was once known for its clean
water and steady supply.

A local resident shared:

“ ggel 39 dreTd T Ui iR ok Agm—ai=l & s SirdT U1l

(Earlier, the water of this pond was used both for drinking and bathing.)

Padamsar Talaab, together with the nearby Ranisar Talaab, formed an integrated water
system that ensured water security for the fort and surrounding settlements.

3. Structural Features and Water Architecture

Padamsar Talaab exhibits robust water architecture rooted in Rajput engineering
traditions. The reservoir has been constructed using natural slopes and drainage
channels to maximise rainwater collection. It is separated from Ranisar Talaab by a thick
stone wall, highlighting deliberate planning and controlled water management.

Within the reservoir, five to six beris (small wells) are constructed, which historically
helped access water at different levels. Strong stone embankments and natural rock
formations create deep storage basins, enabling long-term water retention.

3.1 Technical Specifications

Type of Water Structure Talaab (reservoir)

Length Approximately 152.4 meters

Width Approximately 60.96 meters

Depth Approximately 15 m.

Estimated Age Around 800 years

Construction Material Local red sandstone

5-6 beris (small wells), stepped ghats, stone

Associated Features
embankments

Connected to Ranisar Talab through an integrated

H logical Link
ydrological Lin system




Satellite imagery of the lake in February 2026

The reservoir is also valued for its aesthetic and ecological importance. The calm
environment, presence of greenery along the edges, and panoramic views of sunrise and
sunset against Mehrangarh Fort make it a place of collective pride. It also serves as an
ecological habitat, attracting birds and supporting biodiversity in the Thar Desert
landscape.

7. Present Condition and Emerging Concerns

At present, Padamsar Talaab faces serious maintenance and pollution-related
challenges. Earlier, a caretaker was appointed to look after the site, but no such
arrangement exists today. According to residents, during the cleaning of Ranisar Talab,
polluted water was diverted into Padamsar Talaab, leading to contamination and
blockage of traditional inflow channels (siraas).

The lack of regular monitoring, combined with pollution and neglect, has affected both
water quality and the structural health of the reservoir.




8. Challenges and Conservation Issues

« Inflow of polluted water from nearby drains and Ranisar Talaab
« Blocked traditional water inflow channels (siraas)

« Absence of a caretaker or security personnel

« Declining water quality and ecological health

« Lack of regular cleaning and maintenance

« Increasing pressure from urban activities

9. Conservation Priorities and Structural Needs

« Immediate diversion and complete stoppage of wastewater inflow

« Cleaning and filtration of existing water

« Reopening and restoration of blocked siraas for rainwater entry

« Appointment of a permanent caretaker or security staff

« Regular desilting and maintenance

« Dense tree plantation along the periphery to improve microclimate

« Formation of a local monitoring committee involving residents and heritage-
conscious citizens

« Awareness initiatives highlighting the reservoir’s historical and cultural value




Pancholiyon Ki Naadi

Types of Water body: Naadi

Coordinates: Latitude 26.2823186 and Longitude 73.0008618.
Ward No.: 14

Landmark: Near Chopasni village

Purohit ji ka Kuan

1. Introduction and Geographic Context

Pancholiyon Ki Naadi was historically located on the route connecting Jodhpur city to
Chopasni village, within the western periphery of the city. The naadi was part of Jodhpur’s
traditional rainwater-harvesting landscape and served as an important source of drinking
water for travellers, livestock, and nearby settlements. Over time, rapid urban expansion
has transformed the surrounding area into a densely populated residential colony, leaving
the nadi almost entirely erased from the physical landscape.

2. Historical Background and Community Memory

Pancholiyon Ki Naadi derives its name from the Pancholi (Kayastha) community, which
played a significant administrative role in Marwar’s governance system. As part of their
tradition of public welfare works, members of the Pancholi community constructed this

large nadi to support water needs along a key travel corridor.




Community memory recalls that the nadi was once expansive and dependable, holding
water for long durations after the monsoon and serving both humans and animals.

Shared by an elder resident:

“ Ig I gt THTST A A & fAT TS oft, ofik uget gl gdem urht et ST anl
(This naadi was built by the Pancholi community for public use. Earlier, water was
always available here.)

3. Structural Features and Water Architecture

Pancholiyon Ki Naadi was a large, open rainwater-harvesting structure situated between
low hillocks. Its natural depression allowed runoff from surrounding slopes to accumulate
efficiently. The structure relied on earthen embankments and the natural terrain rather

than heavy masonry construction.

Today, the original structural form is no longer visible, with only a small depression
remaining.

3.1 Technical Specifications

Type Naadi (traditional rain-fed pond)

Original Size Large (exact dimensions not available)

Remaining Area Approximately 6 x 6 m. depression

Water Source Rainfall and surface runoff

Catchment Surrounding hills and open land (now urbanised)




4. Hydrology and Water Behaviour

Historically, the naadi collected rainwater from its natural catchment and retained water
for extended periods, supporting year-round ecological balance. With the loss of
catchment due to construction and surface sealing, the hydrological function of the nadi
has completely collapsed.

At present, the remaining pit does not function as a water body and instead accumulates
waste and runoff.

5. Past Uses and Social Functions
In earlier times, Pancholiyon Ki Naadi served as a primary drinking water source for
travellers moving between Jodhpur and Chopasni, as well as for livestock and nearby

residents. Its water availability supported grazing activities and daily domestic needs.

Shared by an older woman resident:

“ It | ST aret T 3R U] 99 Jgi 9 ar-l did o) 7

(Travellers and animals passing along the route would all drink water from here.)
6. Cultural and Community Significance
The naadi held strong cultural and environmental significance as part of a landscape that
once included vegetation, shrubs, and small forest patches. It supported birds, animals,

and seasonal greenery, contributing to a balanced ecosystem.

Though the physical structure has almost vanished, the area continues to be identified by
residents as ‘Pancholi Naadi’, reflecting its enduring presence in collective memory.

Shared by an elder resident:

« 37t 1Y feamd w1l Acht, oR It AW SR IUR A o oft [Siar &1

(Today the nadi is no longer visible, but its name and memories are still alive.)




7. Present Condition and Emerging Concerns

Currently, the site has been converted into a residential colony. Only a small pit filled with
garbage remains, often used as a dumping spot for surrounding households. Access to
the site is extremely limited, with the remaining depression located behind boundary
walls.

Conflicting claims over land ownership have further increased the risk of complete loss of
the remaining space.

8. Challenges and Conservation Issues

Complete loss of original structure and catchment
Encroachment and private land claims

Garbage dumping and unhygienic conditions

No physical access for restoration work

Absence of legal protection or recognition

9. Conservation Priorities and Structural Needs

While revival as a functional water body is no longer feasible, the following measures are
recommended:

« Protection of the remaining land parcel from encroachment

« Removal of garbage and levelling of the pit

« Development of a public park or green space

« Official transfer of the land to municipal or administrative control

« Installation of signage acknowledging the historical presence of Pancholiyon Ki Nadi
« Community participation in safeguarding the site’s memory




Punjala Naadi (Annasagar)

Types of Water body: Pond

Coordinates: Lat-26.330247. Long- 73.060386

Ward No.: Gali No 3, Magra Punjla

Landmark: Government Varishth Upadhyay Sanskrit School

Punjala Naadi

1. Introduction and Geographic Context

Annasagar Talaab, locally known as Punjala Naadi, is a traditional rainwater-harvesting
water body located in the Magra Punjla area of Jodhpur, Rajasthan. Situated within a
semi-arid, desert-edge landscape, the talab represents the indigenous water wisdom of
the Marwar region, where community-managed water structures formed the backbone of
survival in low-rainfall conditions. The site continues to hold importance as a hydrological,
ecological, and cultural landmark within a rapidly urbanising zone.

2. Historical Background and Community Memory
The Magra Punjla area has been inhabited since the period of the Marwar princely state.

During the reign of Rajput rulers, the construction of talaabs and nadis was undertaken as
acts of public welfare to support agriculture, livestock, and domestic needs.

The name Annasagar suggests an association with food security, livelihood, and
sustenance, indicating that the water body played a critical role during periods of scarcity
and drought. Oral histories recall that Annasagar Talaab rarely dried up completely, even
during years of poor rainfall, making it a dependable source of water for surrounding
settlements.




A community member shared:

“ AR hHt GH g gt gl UT, 3iehret & qrel 7 g9 ur=ht tgar unl 7
(Annasagar never dried up completely; even during drought years, it retained
water.)

3. Structural Features and Water Architecture

Annasagar Talaab reflects traditional water-harvesting architecture adapted to hilly
terrain. The structure includes:

A stone embankment (pal) to retain rainwater

Gently sloping catchment channels guiding runoff into the basin
Stone steps and access points along the edges

Provision for controlled overflow during heavy rainfall

The talab’s location at a natural low point ensured maximum collection of runoff from
surrounding rocky slopes, demonstrating a keen understanding of landscape hydrology.

3.1 Technical Specifications

Type Talaab / Naadi (Rain-fed water body)

Water Source Rainwater runoff from surrounding hills

Catchment Natural sloping terrain of Magra Punjla

Embankment Stone masonry pal

Access Stone steps and earthen edges

Overflow System Traditional outlet to prevent breach




4. Hydrology and Water Behaviour

Annasagar Talaab functions as a seasonal yet resilient rain-fed system. Rainwater flows
naturally from surrounding elevated areas into the basin, where it is stored for prolonged
periods due to the depth and compacted bed.

Historically, the talaab supported year-round water availability, replenished annually
during the monsoon. The stored water contributed to groundwater recharge in the
surrounding area and moderated local microclimatic conditions.

4.1 Ecological Profile and Natural Life

Past ecological conditions (based on community memory:

The talaab supported fish, frogs, turtles, and other aquatic life

Bird species such as peacocks, cranes, egrets, ducks, kites, and pigeons were commonly
observed.

Native trees like neem and peepal around the edges provided shade and nesting habitats

Ecological Services:

Groundwater recharge

Cooling of surrounding microclimate
Habitat for birds and aquatic species
Support for livestock and grazing ecology

Present Ecological Changes:

« Reduction in biodiversity due to urban pressure
« Decline in bird visits and aquatic life
« Disturbance of habitat from waste disposal and human activity

Community elders recall that the talab once functioned as a complete ecosystem,
maintaining ecological balance within the landscape.




5. Past Uses and Social Functions
Historically, Annasagar Talaab served multiple social functions:

« Primary source of water for domestic use

« Watering livestock

« Support for small-scale agriculture

« Site for community gatherings and decision-making
« Venue for religious rituals and immersions

The embankment and open spaces around the talab were also used for informal
community meetings and local panchayat discussions.

6. Cultural and Community Significance

Annasagar Talaab has long been associated with religious and ritual practices. According
to local tradition, Ganesh immersion after Ganesh Chaturthi was regularly performed in
the talaab. After immersion, idols were respectfully retrieved and placed at designated
platforms near the water body.

Several small shrines and devotional spaces exist around the talaab, making it a shared
religious and cultural node. During festivals, residents from nearby neighbourhoods
gathered here for worship, offerings, and communal activities.

A local resident shared:

“ roter fest & a1 gfcrat ot gl Rarrere: ufds e o= @t Srar i ”
(After Ganesh immersion, the idols were respectfully taken out and placed at a
sacred spot near the talaab.)

7. Present Condition and Emerging Concerns

At present, Annasagar Talaab faces increasing pressure due to urbanisation:
Encroachment by residential structures

Expansion of nearby markets and commercial activities

Reduced water retention capacity

« Lack of regular maintenance

Despite these challenges, fish and small aquatic organisms are still found, indicating that
the talab remains a living water body. However, safety concerns have emerged due to
depth and lack of protective barriers.




8. Challenges and Conservation Issues

« Urban encroachment and land-use change

» Waste dumping and pollution

« Disruption of natural inflow channels

« Decline in biodiversity

« Absence of formal protection status

 Safety risks due to lack of fencing and signage

9. Conservation Priorities and Structural Needs

« Regular desilting and cleaning of the basin

« Restoration of natural rainwater inflow channels

- Installation of protective railings and warning signage

« Prevention of further encroachment

« Recognition of Annasagar Talab as a heritage water body
« Community-led monitoring and stewardship

With appropriate conservation measures, Annasagar Talaab can continue to function as
an ecological, cultural, and hydrological asset for future generations.




Purohit ji ka Kuwan

Types of Water body- Traditional open well (currently closed)
Coordinates: Latitude: 26.3112152, Longitude: 73.0327195
Ward No.: 53

Landmark: Sardarpura, goal Building

Purohit ji ka Kuan
1. Introduction and Geographic Context

Purohit Ji Ka Kuan is a traditional open well located near Kag Rishi Ka Kua in Jodhpur
city, Rajasthan. Historically, it was an important water source used by local residents,
nearby temples, and travellers. Like many traditional water structures of Jodhpur, the well
was not only a source of water but also deeply connected with the city’s religious, social,
and cultural life.

Situated in one of the older settlement areas of the city, Purohit Ji Ka Kuan formed part of
Jodhpur’s early urban water supply system.

2. Historical Background and Community Memory

According to local traditions and community narratives, Purohit Ji Ka Kuan was
constructed by RanChhod Das Ji, the head of a respected Pushkarna Brahmin Purohit
family, during the reign of Maharaja Ajit Singh of Jodhpur. The well was built as an act of
public service, at a time when creating water sources for community use was considered
a highly meritorious deed.




The well represents a historical period when privately constructed water structures were
dedicated to public welfare and religious service.

Shared by an Elder Resident:

“ g 3T YR THY T §, ST @NT 30 44l T 34T S-Iareh GHToT oht Fuftd & 3d &1 7
(This well belongs to an earlier time, when people built wells with their own
resources and dedicated them to society.)

3. Structural Features and Water Architecture

Purohit Ji Ka Kuan was a traditional open well constructed using local materials and
techniques. The structure was designed for manual water extraction through rope and
bucket systems and later through simple mechanical means. Its open form allowed easy
access for community members and travellers.

Over time, a raised platform (chabutra) was constructed over the well opening to restrict
access.

3.1 Technical Specifications missing
4. Hydrology and Water Behaviour

Historically, the well accessed groundwater suitable for both domestic and ritual use.
Water was considered clean and pure, making it appropriate for religious practices. With
urban expansion and changes in groundwater dynamics, active use of the well gradually
declined.

Currently, the well no longer functions as an active water source.

5. Past Uses and Social Functions

In earlier times, water from Purohit Ji Ka Kuan was used for household needs, livestock,
and religious activities. Temples in the surrounding area relied on this well for ritual
bathing, worship, and offerings. Travellers and passers-by also used the well as a resting

and water point.

Shared by a local resident:

“ 7Rt A gurr iR sifdes & forg st ¢ o1 ar=ft forar srar am) »

(Water from this well was used for worship and ritual bathing in nearby temples.)




6. Cultural and Community Significance

Purohit Ji Ka Kuan symbolised a cultural tradition in which water was regarded as
sacred and its provision to society was seen as a religious duty. The well reflected
Jodhpur’s long-standing water culture rooted in service, faith, and collective
responsibility.

Even after its closure, the well continues to be viewed with reverence by local residents.

Shared by a woman resident:

« 3r1at ot ST 39 HU Al HIGT @ @ §, WS 8 1T SHHT IUANT s gt Il gl ”
(Even today people look at this well with reverence, even though its use has
stopped.)

7. Present Condition and Emerging Concerns

With the expansion of the city and the introduction of modern piped water supply
systems, direct use of Purohit Ji Ka Kuan has ceased. Local residents reported that the
well was misused for occult practices, leading the community to construct a chabutra

and permanently close the opening.

At present, the well is no longer functional and does not play a role in the local water
system.

8. Challenges and Conservation Issues

Key issues include:

Complete closure and loss of functional value

 Lack of maintenance and documentation

Risk of cultural neglect despite historical significance

Absence of integration into heritage or water conservation planning

Shared by an Elder Resident:

“ 3 T g gl ehT & 3R sk urt foreft ey F 1Y amam)

(Now the well has been closed and its water is no longer used.)

9. Conservation Priorities and Structural Needs

« Documentation of the well’s historical and cultural significance

- Installation of an information board to mark the site as heritage
 Protection of the structure from further neglect or misuse

« Exploration of symbolic conservation rather than functional revival
« Community awareness regarding traditional water heritage




Ram Talai Naadi

Types of Water body: Stepwell

Coordinates: Latitude: 26.2821° N, Longitude: 73.0202° E
Ward No.:73

Landmark: Magra Punjla area near Lal Sagar

Ram Talai Naadi

1. Introduction and Geographic Context

Ram Talai Nadi is a traditional rainwater harvesting structure located in Magra Punjla area
near Lal Sagar, Jodhpur, Rajasthan. It represents the indigenous water management
systems developed to survive in the arid climatic conditions of the Marwar region. The
nadi historically served as a vital water source for local communities, livestock, and
ecological life.

Situated near the foothills and natural catchments of Mandore hills, Ram Talai Nadi was
strategically positioned to capture monsoon runoff. Even today, despite degradation, it

continues to support aquatic life and fauna, indicating its ecological relevance.

2. Historical Background and Community Memory

Ram Talai Nadi is part of Jodhpur’s long-standing tradition of constructing nadis, talab,
and bawdis after the city’s establishment in 1459 CE by the Rathore rulers. In an
environment marked by water scarcity, such structures were essential for both royal and
common use.




Community memory suggests that Ram Talai Nadi functioned as a dependable source of
water for drinking, limited agriculture, and religious activities. Elders recall that the nadi
was cleaner, deeper, and received uninterrupted rainwater inflow from surrounding hills.

A local resident shared:

“ gget ggl TS A Uit g2 A« Simar U1l R o w19 Wt gzt @ |t ot g e g | 7
(Earlier, water was always available in this pond. But now, when summer comes,
the water begins to dry up.)

Historical narratives indicate that such naadis ensured survival during drought years and
were carefully maintained by both rulers and local communities.

3. Structural Features and Water Architecture

Ram Talai Nadi follows the traditional design of nadis found in western Rajasthan. It is a
naturally shaped, shallow-to-deep water body excavated to store monsoon runoff. Unlike
formal reservoirs, it does not have a fixed geometric structure, as its form evolved

organically with terrain and usage.

The nadi relied on natural slopes and catchments for water inflow. Its earthen base and
natural embankments allowed for percolation, aiding groundwater recharge.

3.1 Technical Specifications

Type Nadi (traditional rainwater harvesting structure)

Estimated Depth Approximately 60 meters (as per local accounts)

Shape Irregular / natural

Estimated Age Several centuries (post-1459 CE period)

Construction Material Natural soil, compacted earth, local stone

Catchment Source Mandore hills and surrounding natural slopes




4. Hydrology and Water Behaviour

Ram Talai Nadi is primarily monsoon-dependent, receiving rainfall during July—August.
Historically, it captured runoff from Mandore hills, allowing water to accumulate and
remain available for extended periods.

The structure played a crucial role in groundwater recharge, supporting nearby wells and
vegetation. However, urban expansion and encroachments have significantly disrupted
natural inflow channels, affecting water retention capacity.

5. Past Uses and Social Functions
Traditionally, Ram Talai Nadi supported multiple social and livelihood functions:
 Drinking water for local residents
« Water for livestock
« Limited agricultural use
« Religious and ritual activities

Community members remember the nadi as a shared social space.

A resident recalled:

“ grd ok urht hr 98 2 , eR THa | gH ggf e dod &, M @ Ad-Site aed) ot ”
(It’s not just about water; in our time, we used to sit here, and it helped us connect
with people.)

6. Cultural and Community Significance

Ram Talai Nadi continues to hold strong cultural value. Even today, it is actively used for
religious rituals and community traditions such as:

» Ganesh Visarjan
« Mata Ji Visarjan
« Dev Uthani Gyaras celebrations (Dev Jhulan)

A community member shared:

“3prst Y roter Sft iR ATaT Sft a1 TS o gar 21

(Even today, Ganesh and Mata Ji immersions take place here.)

The presence of fish and aquatic life has also led residents to regularly offer flour to fish,
reflecting ongoing community attachment and ecological awareness.




7. Present Condition and Emerging Concerns

At present, Ram Talai Nadi is in a degraded condition. Due to pollution and disrupted
inflow, the water is no longer suitable for drinking. However, it still supports fish and
wildlife, indicating partial ecological resilience.

Urbanisation, encroachments, and neglect have resulted in reduced water quality and
diminished storage capacity.

8. Challenges and Conservation Issues

 Blocked natural rainwater inflow channels

« Encroachments and urban pressure

« Declining water quality

« Lack of maintenance and monitoring

« Reduced groundwater recharge

« Absence of institutional or community-led management system

9. Conservation Priorities and Structural Needs

« Restoration of natural inflow channels from Mandore hills

« Removal of encroachments affecting catchment areas

« Desilting to improve storage capacity

« Regular water quality monitoring

« Formation of a local community-based monitoring committee

« Awareness programmes highlighting the ecological and cultural value of nadis

- Integration of Ram Talai Nadi into city-level water conservation and climate resilience
planning




Ravati Talaab

Type of water body: Pond

Coordinates: Lat- 26.319383° N Long.- 73.022827° E
Ward no: 19

Landmark: Near Ravti Palace Road

Ravati Talaab

1. Introduction and Geographic Context

Ravati Talaab is located in the Ravati informal settlement (Kacchi Basti), Sursagar,
Jodhpur, within Ward 19. The pond is situated in a densely populated settlement
characterised by narrow lanes, mixed temporary and permanent housing, and limited
open space. Historically, Ravati Talab has functioned as a critical water source for the
surrounding community and continues to play an important role in the local water
landscape despite increasing urban pressures.

2. Historical Background and Community Memory

According to local oral histories, the name and origin of the Ravati area are associated
with the period of Maharaja Takht Singh of Jodhpur. As per princely customs of the time,
royal family members who were not heirs to the throne were often settled outside the
main court. Community narratives suggest that Maharaja Jorawar Singh was settled in
this area, following which it came to be known as Ravati.




With the establishment of habitation, special attention was given to water arrangements.
Community members recall that Ravati Talab and a nearby well were constructed to
ensure water availability for residents, livestock, and birds. For many decades, the pond
served as the primary source of drinking water and daily household use for the
surrounding settlement.

An elder from the community shared:

“ Ugel gg ATt G Al T gRT AT, 3R g7 |« 3¢t o1 ar=ht i &) ~

(Earlier, this pond supported the entire settlement; we used to drink its water.)

These memories underline the long-standing dependence of the community on Ravati
Talab and its role in shaping settlement life.

3. Structural Features and Water Architecture

Ravati Talaab is a natural, irregularly shaped pond adapted for rainwater storage. Its
structure is simple and utilitarian, reflecting local building practices rather than
monumental design. The embankments are primarily earthen, reinforced with stone at
select locations. Gentle slopes and informal stepped sections allow access to water
during different seasons.

3.1 Technical Specifications

Type Talaab (traditional rainwater harvesting pond)

Shape Irregular, natural pond-like form

Length Approximately 85 to 97 meters

Width Approximately 55-67 m

Average Depth Approximately 5 to 10 meters

Catchment Area Ravati informal settlement and surrounding slopes

Water Source Rainfall and surface runoff




4. Hydrology and Water Behaviour

Ravati Talaab is entirely dependent on monsoon rainfall. Water flows into the pond from
surrounding slopes and settlement surfaces, contributing to seasonal storage. The pond
also plays a role in local groundwater recharge. During years of low rainfall, water levels
decline rapidly, while good monsoon years result in complete filling and visible revival of
the water body.

5. Past Uses and Social Functions
Historically, Ravati Talaab fulfilled multiple daily needs of the settlement. It was used for
drinking water, bathing, washing utensils, and watering livestock. The pond also

supported social and religious activities, serving as a shared space for the community.

Residents recalled how central the pond once was to everyday life:

“ e <hl g g} A, 99 99 h1H W a1 & gr= @ giar Aum|

(When there were no taps, all work depended on the water from this pond.)

The pond functioned as a collective resource, reinforcing shared responsibility and
routine social interaction.

6. Cultural and Community Significance

Ravati Talaab holds strong cultural significance for the local community. Ritual practices
such as lamp offering during Diwali and Chhath Puja are still performed at the site. The
pond also serves as an informal gathering space where residents, especially elders and

children, spend time in the evenings.

Community members expressed emotional attachment to the pond:

“ gg ok arema g 8, gt a&f <R Tl @ e g1

(This pond is part of the memories of our settlement.)

The water body remains embedded in the collective identity of the Ravati settlement,
even as its functional role has declined.

7. Present Condition and Emerging Concerns

At present, the water of Ravati Talaab is not directly used for domestic purposes. Rapid
encroachment, inflow of household waste and wastewater, and lack of safety measures
have significantly weakened the condition of the pond. The absence of protective barriers
poses a risk, particularly for children.




Despite these challenges, the pond continues to fill during the monsoon and contributes
to local water retention and environmental balance.

8. Challenges and Conservation Issues

« Rapid encroachment by informal housing around the pond boundary
- Inflow of domestic waste and wastewater into the pond

« Decline in water quality due to pollution

« Absence of safety measures leading to drowning risks

« Lack of regular cleaning, desilting, and monitoring

« Weak institutional attention to conservation

9. Conservation Priorities and Structural Needs

« Clear demarcation of the pond boundary to prevent further encroachment
« Diversion and management of wastewater inflows

« Regular cleaning and desilting to restore storage capacity

« Installation of safety railings or fencing

« Community awareness programmes on water heritage and protection

« Development of a green buffer around the pond to improve ecology




Sadul Bhavan Baori

Type of water body: Stepwell

Coordinates: Lat- 26.303332° Long.-73.03226°
Ward no: 52

Landmark: Chhipa Coloney

Sadul Bhavan Baori

1. Introduction and Geographic Context

Sadul Bhavan Baori, locally known as Sadhu Bawdi or Sau Bawdi, is one of Jodhpur’s
historically significant water bodies. Located within the expanding urban landscape of the
city, the stepwell carries a deep cultural memory, shaped over generations by local
communities, monks, and travellers.

According to community accounts, this bawdi was constructed at a time when sadhus
and ascetics stayed in the area, which is why it came to be known as Sadhu Baori. It is
estimated to be around 125 years old. The stepwell stands as a reminder of the traditional
water systems that sustained livelihoods long before piped water networks were
established.




2. Historical Background and Community Memory

Residents explained that the baori originally served as a public water source for nearby
settlements, travellers, and the ascetics who lived around the site. Oral narratives
indicate that Sadhu Baori was built with the intention of fulfilling multiple communal
needs, including drinking water, bathing, washing, and even supporting animals.

A resident shared a memory of its earlier importance:

“ g9 Fragl &1 gt iR, 981 3R R ge1eh i SIReval & foig s&dwTe giar o1l ”
(Earlier, the water from this baori was used for drinking, bathing, and all daily
needs of the area.)

Another elder recalled its spiritual relevance, saying:

“ ggat ggl gt i giet of, 3R ag ATyl &1 STsr T UT| ”

(Prayers were conducted here earlier. This was a resting place for saints.)

These memories highlight the social and spiritual value of the baori and its connection to
the community’s way of life.

3. Structural and Spatial Characteristics
Sadul Bhavan Baori displays a traditional stepwell design built using stone masonry and
deep excavation methods typical of Jodhpur’s late 19th century water structures.

3.1 Technical Specifications

Stepwell

Approximately 35 meters

Approximately 10 meters

Approximately 20 meters

Mainly groundwater recharge

The rectangular structure is designed with steps descending towards the water body, with
stone walls supporting the deep underground chamber.




4. Traditional Uses and Community Role
In earlier decades, Sadhu Baori played a crucial role in daily life. It served as:

A drinking water source for households

A bathing and washing site

A water point for cattle, birds, and local wildlife
A source for small-scale irrigation

A space used for periodic religious rituals

Community members noted that the water quality was once fresh and suitable for
consumption. Agriculture in nearby fields also benefited from the water stored in the
baori.

5. Hydrology and Water Behaviour

The baori draws water mainly from groundwater aquifers. Historically, its depth allowed it
to hold water throughout most of the year. However, due to changes in settlement
patterns and increased construction, groundwater levels have significantly dropped.

Residents described a remarkable shift:

“ Ugel & Hehlaat 31 59 F1aS! | U g1 & aRTeR gl S8l sh it Sfia= Y uRy AReaR agedt
oft, 3ot gl = ok et RS &<t 81 gg agema dhaa urgpfas gl afek garRt dawre
R TR e & weft o1 oft wdha 1 7
(Compared to earlier times, there is nhow almost no water left in this stepwell.
Where once the flow of life continued uninterrupted, today there is emptiness and
scarcity. This change is not only natural but also reflects a lack of care and
collective responsibility on our part.)

Inflows of wastewater and garbage have further disturbed the natural hydrological
balance.

6. Present Condition and Visible Transformations

At present, Sadhu Baori faces serious degradation. Garbage, sewage inflow, and urban
runoff have polluted the water. Local drains and household waste have found their way
into the baori, resulting in foul smell, contamination, and deterioration of water quality.




One local resident expressed their concern:

“ 31q ORI T RT3 77T gt arad & A o 8, /9 ur-h @Ry ik sier g mar @1 7
(Household waste and dirty water have started flowing into the baori. The water
has become salty and polluted.)

Structural wear is also visible, and the accumulation of silt has drastically reduced both
depth and storage capacity. In comparison to its earlier days, the stepwell now rarely
holds fresh water.

7. Ecology and Biodiversity

Despite pollution, the baori still supports a range of small wildlife. Observations during the
field visit recorded:
« Fish
Turtles
Snakes
Scorpions
Birds
Small mammals

Ecology has been heavily impacted by contaminated inflow, lower water levels, and
reduced habitat quality.

8. Community Perspectives and Lived Experiences

Participatory discussions revealed a sense of loss among residents. Many expressed
sadness over the decline of a water body that once sustained life and culture in their
neighbourhood.

One person said:

“ gget Ug ATl g9 Hadh Siaa-@r ff sm e TR ddge @ 21 v
(Earlier this stepwell was the lifeline of all of us. Now neglect has left it in poor
condition.)

Another community member reflected on the need for revival:

“ QRIS gl STY 3R 7ieT urHt 3igR 31T &% gl, af ag Irad! e ¥ Shifaa gt godl g—aia
ggat Sfigsi-3ar oft, a9 @ fhe & QR 3e1eh T STUR a9 dahelt 81 7

(If it is cleaned and dirty water is stopped from entering, the baori can come back
to life.)

Such testimonies highlight a strong desire for conservation and a sense of community
ownership over the water body.




9. Key Challenges and Risks
Major issues affecting the sustainability of Sadhu Baori include:

« Inflow of sewage and drain water

« Solid waste accumulation

« Groundwater table decline

« Structural weakening and silt deposition
 Loss of catchment area

« High salinity in remaining water

- Biodiversity disturbance

« Lack of systematic maintenance

Without timely intervention, the structure risks further deterioration.
10. Conservation Priorities and Restoration Needs
To revive Sadhul Baori, the following actions are essential:

« Immediate stoppage of sewage and drain inflow
« Scientific desilting and complete cleaning

« Water quality testing and monitoring

« Strengthening of stone structure

« Construction of protective boundary walls

« Development of surrounding premises

« Installation of sighage boards

« Community-led awareness and monitoring

« Collaboration with municipal authorities




Sankhla ka Bas Talaab

Type of water body: Pond

Coordinates: Lat- 26.304445 ° Long.- 73.01141 °

Ward no: 19

Landmark: Near DIET (District Institute of Education and Training), Chandpol

Sankhla ka Bas Talaab

1. Introduction and Geographic Context

Sankhla ka Bas Talaab is located in the Chandpol area of Jodhpur (Ward 19), within the
historic core of the old city. It is a traditional talab (pond) constructed primarily for
rainwater harvesting and local water supply. The pond lies within a densely built
neighbourhood, surrounded by narrow lanes, old residential structures, and paved
drainage channels.

Historically, the talaab functioned as an important source of water for domestic use and
daily activities of surrounding settlements. Beyond its utilitarian role, it also served as a
shared social and cultural space within the Chandpol area.

2. Historical Background and Community Memory

Based on community narratives and participatory documentation, Sankhla ka Bas Talaab
is estimated to have been constructed during the 17th-18th century. The pond was
designed to collect rainwater flowing through the natural slopes and drainage lines of the
Chandpol area. Its name is derived from the Sankhla community, which historically
inhabited the surrounding locality.




Residents recalled that the talaab was once counted among important water bodies of
the old city, comparable to Arjun Nadi, Mata ka Kund, and Toorji ka Jhalra. Elders shared
that during earlier decades, the pond would reliably fill during the monsoon and support
local needs for several months.

One resident recalled:

“ gTR2 A Ag dATTd YR} kg MR ST UT, kA 3irotahet =it e &= feamar =gt ~
(During the monsoon the pond used to fill completely, but nowadays the water
does not last long.)

These memories underline the gradual transformation of the talab’s hydrological
behaviour and community relationship over time.

3. Structural Features and Water Architecture

Sankhla ka Bas Talaab is a bowl-shaped pond, with a deeper central portion designed to
maximise water storage. The structure follows traditional talaab design principles, using
natural topography to collect and hold rainwater. Its edges were historically reinforced,

with defined embankments and access points for water use.

Over time, sediment accumulation and lack of maintenance have reduced the effective
depth and storage capacity of the pond.

3.1 Technical Specifications

Type Talaab (pond)

Shape Bowl-shaped, deeper at the centre

Approximate Length 120-180 metres

Approximate Width 80-120 metres

Depth 6—7 feet (greater during monsoon)

Water Source Rainfall and surface runoff

Chandpol area, Sankhla Bas lanes, paved drains and

Catchment
rooftops




4. Hydrology and Water Behaviour

The talaab is entirely rain-fed, with water entering through natural slopes and built
drainage channels of the surrounding neighbourhood. During the monsoon, it fills rapidly,
but water retention typically lasts only four to five months. In summer, the pond generally
dries up completely.

Reduction in catchment permeability, siltation, and waste inflow have significantly affected
its ability to retain water and recharge groundwater.

5. Past Uses and Social Functions

Historically, Sankhla ka Bas Talaab supported a wide range of everyday and ritual uses. It
provided water for drinking, bathing, household chores, livestock, and seasonal
agricultural activities. The pond was also used for religious rituals, including tarpan and
ancestral rites.

Residents recalled its central role in daily life:

« g arerd Atk ar=ht o1 SIfRar A U, ag &= A & Fm iR enfifer forarent ot fawar anl »
(This pond was not just a source of water; it was part of everyday life and religious
practices.)

The space around the talaab functioned as a communal gathering area, strengthening
social ties within the neighbourhood.

6. Cultural and Community Significance

Sankhla ka Bas Talaab continues to hold cultural meaning for local residents, even in its
degraded state. The pond is remembered as a site of collective memory, faith, and
seasonal rhythms linked to rainfall and festivals.

Community members expressed emotional attachment to the site:

“« 311t oft ag garR fAw arel &1 a1 8, Wt @) 39T Sught & gt T gl v
(Even today this pond is a place of memories for us, even though its use has
stopped.)

The talaab remains connected to religious activities in the surrounding area, reinforcing
its symbolic importance within the urban cultural landscape.




7. Present Condition and Emerging Concerns

At present, Sankhla ka Bas Talaab is
not in active use. The pond has become
a dumping ground for plastic waste and
garbage. Encroachment risks are
increasing, and the absence of lighting
and safety measures makes the area
vulnerable.

Residents reported that water
availability has declined sharply, and the
talaab no longer serves any functional
role in the neighbourhood.

8. Challenges and Conservation Issues

« Accumulation of plastic waste and solid garbage

« Progressive siltation reducing depth and capacity
 Risk of illegal encroachment

« Very limited water retention in summer

« Lack of safety measures and lighting

« Degraded catchment and blocked inflow channels

9. Conservation Priorities and Structural Needs

- Scientific and regular desilting of the pond

« Repair and restoration of old embankments and ghats

« Cleaning and revival of the catchment area

« Installation of safety grills and warning boards

« Provision of lighting around the pond

« Separate arrangements for religious offerings

« Promotion of environmentally responsible ritual practices

» Public seating and landscape improvement for community use




Sukheshwar Well (Kuan)

Types of Water body- Well

Coordinates: Latitude 26.293590, Longitude 73.020050
Ward No.: 36

Landmark: Near the Kunj Bihari Temple in the Tripolia Bazaar

Sukheshwar Well (Kuan)

1. Introduction and Geographic Context

Sukheshwar Well is located near the Kunj Bihari Temple in the Tripolia Bazaar area of
Jodhpur city (Ward No. 36). It is a traditional circular well (kuan) that continues to
function as an active water source within a dense historic and commercial
neighbourhood. The well is closely associated with the adjoining temple and forms part
of the religious and cultural landscape of the old city.

Situated amidst narrow market lanes and temple structures, the well has historically
supported both ritual and everyday water needs. Its continued use reflects the resilience

of traditional groundwater systems within highly urbanised settings.

2. Historical Background and Community Memory

Based on historical accounts and local narratives, Sukheshwar Well was constructed
approximately 250 years ago by Maharani Gulab Rai Ji. The well has long been linked to
the Kunj Bihari Temple, which is one of the important religious structures in this part of
Jodhpur. Historically, the well functioned as an integral component of temple life and
surrounding activities.




Community members recall that the well's water was known for its sweetness and
reliability, making it suitable for both religious and domestic purposes. Its continuous use
over generations has embedded it deeply within local memory.

One resident shared:

“ g ot fath urit &t St =& o, afes #fw ik wrer Y aref @ Fergam &1 ”
(This well was not just a source of water; it is closely connected to the memories
of the temple and the city.)

3. Structural Features and Water Architecture

Sukheshwar Well is a circular, vertically deep groundwater structure built using traditional
construction techniques. Its form reflects a design focused on durability, safety, and long-
term access to groundwater. The structure was developed keeping in mind both technical
requirements and religious usage associated with the temple.

The well's relatively narrow diameter and significant depth allow it to access stable
groundwater layers while occupying minimal surface area—an important consideration in

a dense urban setting.

3.1 Technical Specifications

Type Well (Kuan)

Shape Circular

Diameter Approximately 2.7 m.

Depth Around 21 m. or more




4. Hydrology and Water Behaviour

The well draws water from a shallow to mid-level groundwater aquifer that is regularly
replenished. Community accounts describe the water as clean and sweet, indicating
good groundwater quality. The stable water level suggests effective natural recharge,
supported historically by open surfaces and temple surroundings.

The religious nature of the site has traditionally contributed to protection and careful use
of the water source, helping maintain its hydrological stability over time.

5. Past Uses and Social Functions

Historically, water from Sukheshwar Well was used for multiple purposes. These included
supplying water for the Kunj Bihari Temple, irrigating nearby land, and supporting ritual
bathing associated with religious and ceremonial practices.

Residents recalled:

“ Uget 59 F4 &1 ur @eft, @RR & @ ik enfifes @ & forg Suahr ghar ) »
(Earlier, the water from this well was used for farming, temple activities, and
religious bathing.)

The well thus served both functional and ritual roles, linking everyday life with spiritual
practices.

6. Cultural and Community Significance
Sukheshwar Well holds strong cultural significance due to its association with the Kunj
Bihari Temple and long-standing religious traditions. It is remembered as a sacred water

source that supported rituals related to worship and ancestral practices.

A community member expressed:

“ 3rrat ot ag FHoif guR g a1l Sk wRuRTeH &1 Ui 81 7

(Even today, this well is a symbol of memories and traditions for us.)

The well continues to be respected and protected as part of the temple ecosystem and
local heritage.




7. Present Condition and Emerging Concerns

At present, Sukheshwar Well is managed by the Kunj Bihari Temple authorities and
remains in regular use for temple-related water needs. The water is reported to be clean
and usable, allowing the well to function as a dependable source.

However, increasing urbanisation in the surrounding area has placed pressure on
groundwater resources. Limited public information on structural condition and safety also
raises concerns regarding long-term maintenance.

8. Challenges and Conservation Issues

Key challenges identified include:
« Pressure on groundwater due to urban development
» Need for regular structural inspection and maintenance
Ensuring long-term water quality for ritual use
Limited documentation on current structural health and safety measures

A local resident noted:

“ 3frat Y 3T T uT=it ST 31T T@T 8, AfKT 28R & TEd qara & TeTd SHRT ST [T g
SR gl mar gl ”
(Even today the well’s water is useful, but with increasing urban pressure, taking
care of it has become very important.)

9. Conservation Priorities and Structural Needs

« Regular monitoring of water quality and water levels

« Periodic structural assessment of well walls and access points

« Protection of the immediate surroundings to support groundwater recharge

« Documentation of the well’s history and cultural value through signage

« Strengthening coordination between temple authorities and local institutions for long-
term conservation




Sumnohara ki Bawdi

Type of water body: Stepwell

Coordinates: Lat- 26.352129° Long.- 73.042249°
Ward no: 6

Landmark: Near Mandore Railway Station

Sumnohara ki Bawdi

1. Introduction and Geographic Context

Sumanohara ki Baori is located near Mandor Railway Station in the Mandor region of
Jodhpur. It is considered one of the oldest and most architecturally significant stepwells of
the area. Situated in the historic Mandor landscape, the stepwell continues to serve as a
prominent cultural landmark surrounded by old settlements and community spaces.

Mandor, which once served as the ancient capital of Marwar, is known for its advanced
traditional systems of water conservation. Sumanoro ki Baori forms an integral part of this
heritage, reflecting both the engineering skills and the social life of the communities that
lived here. Adjacent to the stepwell, a stone slab bears intricate carvings depicting Nataraja
Shiva, Ganapati, and the Saptamatrikas, exemplifying the artistic traditions of the 7th
century.




Below this, a stepwell has been hewn from the rocky terrain in the form of the English
letter ‘L’. The structure features an entrance on the southern side, accessed through a
descending flight of steps. There are many narratives and pieces of literature about the
name of this stepwell. Some say that it was called Sumanohera because of its delicious
water, while others say that the baori is named after the Sumanoro community or lineage,
which historically resided in this area.

2. Historical Background and Evolution

Sumanoro ki Bawdi is believed to have been constructed between the 14th and 15th
centuries, making it one of the oldest functional stepwells in Rajasthan. Oral histories
suggest that the structure was built under the patronage of local rulers or estate families
of Mandor, who invested in water structures to support the population and travellers
passing through ancient routes. The baori served as a primary water source for people
living in the surrounding region and for travellers who halted here on long journeys.
Community elders recalled stories of how settlements around the baori developed
gradually because of the abundant fresh water available throughout the year.

One elder shared,

“ qget Tgl 1 uTt agd et ok S=1 glar o1l ”

(Earlier, the water here was very sweet and cold.)

Another resident explained
« aifefat / oft ag aradt wft gt =g T gt oAt

(Even during peak summers, this stepwell never completely dried.)

These testimonies reflect the bwdi’s historic resilience and its central role in sustaining
early habitations around Mandor.

3. Purpose and Traditional Functions

Sumanoro ki Baori historically served multiple important functions for the surrounding
communities:

 Collection and storage of rainwater

« Drinking water for local residents

« Resting and refreshment point for travellers

« Bathing and washing area

« Water for animals and agricultural needs

« Space for religious rituals and cultural gatherings
« Centre for social interaction

The multifunctional use of the stepwell made it a vital part of Mandor’s early settlement
history.




4, Architectural and Structural Features

The baori is built entirely with local red sandstone, which is characteristic of Mandor’s
medieval architecture. Its design reflects the traditional engineering principles of Marwar,
combining deep excavation, stepped access, and strong stone masonry.

Key Architectural Features

Stepwall

Rectangular, L-shaped multi-level stepwell

Length: 24.4-30.5 m
Width: 7.6-9.1 m

21 to 24 m. deep

» Layered stone steps descending towards the water
Material « High stone walls on both sides

« Inlet channels that once carried rainwater from the surrounding
catchment

Internal features . , .
« Naturally cool internal environment due to stone construction

Satellite imagery of the stepwell in February 2026




The design ensured that even during intense heat, the water remained cool and stored
safely deep within the stone structure.

5. Hydrology and Water Flow Behaviour
Sumanoro ki Baori is primarily a rain-fed stepwell that collected water from the natural
catchment of the Mandor region. In earlier times, water flowed into the baori through
natural slopes and carefully constructed channels.
Key hydrological characteristics include:

« Rapid filling during monsoon season

« Groundwater recharge due to deep construction

« Long-term water retention because of sandstone insulation

« Decreasing water levels in recent years due to silt accumulation and urban

construction

« Reduced inflow because natural water passages have been blocked

Locals shared an interesting historical detail:

“ 39 T STt Hia I Gep T 39 Arerdt d J g oA

(A tunnel from the Beri Ganga water source was connected to this stepwell.)
This indicates the presence of an ancient,interconnected water network.
6. Present-day Use and Community Engagement

While the baori is no longer used for drinking water, it continues to serve as:

A heritage monument

A tourist and photography site

A space for cultural and religious rituals
A location for heritage walks

« Asite for research and educational visits

The Municipal Corporation manages cleaning activities occasionally, and youth groups
often conduct heritage walks to raise awareness about its conservation.

7. Cultural Significance and Ritual Practices

The baori holds deep cultural importance for the local community. It is used for:

« Shraddh rituals and offerings for ancestors
« Ceremonial water rituals such as tarpan




« Worship of local deities during festivals
« Lamp lighting during traditional events
« Seasonal cultural gatherings

Residents shared that even today, during periods of drought, people gather at the baori
carrying pots on their heads and sing songs to pray for rainfall:

“ 3ThTeT AT J@T USdT g <l ART agI hea2l Ak 1A g, M M ¢ ik auf & g urfar e
%'-I ”
(When there is drought or water scarcity, people come here with ceremonial pots
and sing for rain.)

This practice highlights the continued spiritual connection between the community and
the bawdi.

8. Issues and Challenges Identified
The major concerns around Sumanoro ki Baori include:

« Encroachment and unplanned urban development
« Heavy siltation that reduces holding capacity

« Cracks and erosion in stone walls

« Accumulation of plastic and ritual waste

« Reduced natural water inflow

« Weak safety barriers

« Structural weakening in some parts

- Blocked drainage paths

These issues affect both the physical structure and the cultural value of the baori.
9. Conservation Needs and Priority Actions
To protect and rejuvenate the baori, the following measures are required:

- Scientific desilting and excavation

« Structural restoration of stone walls and steps
 Safety railing and protective barriers

« Improved lighting

« Installation of information boards

« Clearing the catchment area

- Removal of encroachments

« Regular maintenance and community monitoring
- Water conservation awareness campaigns




Tapi Bawdi

Types of Water body: Stepwell

Coordinates: Latitude 26.291182° N, Longitude 73.015328° E
Ward No.:26

Landmark: located in Bhim Ji Mohalla

Tapi Bawdi

1. Introduction and Geographic Context

Tapi Baori is a historic and architecturally significant stepwell located in Khanda Phalsa,
Bhisatiyon ka Bas (Bhim ji ka Mohalla), within the old city of Jodhpur, Rajasthan. The
bawdi forms part of the dense historic urban fabric of the walled city and represents the
advanced water-harvesting traditions developed in the arid Marwar region.

Constructed as a deep, multi-storeyed stepwell, Tapi Baori was designed to provide year-
round access to water while also serving as a climate-responsive public space. Its
location within a residential neighbourhood ensured easy access for surrounding
communities and contributed to maintaining a cooler microclimate in the area.




2. Historical Background and Community Memory

Tapi Baori dates back to the early 17th century (1671-1675 CE). It was constructed by
Nathoji Vyas, brother of Diwan Veer Girdharji Vyas, in memory of their father Tapoji
Vyas. During this period, stepwells were among the most important urban water
structures in Jodhpur, forming an interconnected network of baoris, wells, nadis, and
ponds.

Local oral traditions highlight the prominence of Tapi Baori within the city’s collective
memory. It was often mentioned alongside other notable water structures as a
benchmark of abundance and purity.

A popular local saying recalled by residents goes:

“ ardt a1 SR Awet Hoii— 3=t |t sfaat & g ”
(One who has not seen Tapi Baori and Nimla Well has lived life without truly
seeing it.)

This saying is deep in itself. Its meaning is that just by looking at these water sources
one is reminded of the impermanence of life and the flow of time. Water here was not
only a means of quenching thirst, but was a witness to both life and death.

Such expressions underline the symbolic and cultural stature of the baori within
Jodhpur’s historical landscape.

3. Structural Features and Water Architecture
Tapi Baori is an outstanding example of multi-storeyed Rajput stepwell architecture,
combining structural depth, aesthetic detailing, and climatic intelligence. The baori
descends approximately five to six levels, with each level comprising corridors,
verandahs, and carefully planned access routes.

The structure is built primarily from red sandstone, featuring finely carved npillars,
balconies, and enclosed pols (small chambers). The symmetrical arrangement of spaces
ensures both stability and visual harmony.

3.1 Technical Specifications

Type Baori (stepwell)

Estimated Age Early 17th century (circa 1618 CE)

Depth Approximately 56 storeys

Size approximately 60 m. in length and 30 m. in width




Construction Material Red sandstone

Architectural Elements Multi-level corridors, carved pillars, pols, verandahs

Climate Design Natural cooling through depth and stone mass

Lighting Natural light penetration through openings at upper levels

4. Hydrology and Water Behaviour

Tapi Baori was designed to harvest and store rainwater and groundwater, ensuring water
availability even during extended dry periods. The depth of the structure allowed access
to water at fluctuating levels, while the stone-lined walls reduced evaporation and
maintained water quality.

Historically, the baori remained cool throughout the year, creating a naturally temperate
environment. Over time, disruption of traditional recharge pathways and reduced rainfall
have affected water availability, though the structural logic of the baori remains intact.

5. Past Uses and Social Functions

In earlier times, Tapi Baori served as one of the primary water sources for the old city.
Residents relied on it for drinking water, bathing, washing clothes, and other daily needs.

The lower levels also functioned as resting spaces during intense summer heat.

A resident shared:

« 7rfefat A agl oht1 =it gRen S=1 gar Ul 7
(During summers, the water here always remained cool.)

The baori was thus not only a utilitarian structure but also a shared public space
embedded in daily urban life.

6. Cultural and Community Significance

Beyond its functional role, Tapi Baori holds deep cultural and emotional significance for
the people of Jodhpur. It features prominently in local folklore, collective memory, and the
city’s identity as a place shaped by water wisdom and architectural excellence.




A local community member expressed concern and pride simultaneously:

“ 7 farth g a1ag 6t @, Jg MR i ugaE 8l v
(This is not just a stepwell; it is the identity of the city.)

Even today, residents regard Tapi Baori as a heritage structure worthy of protection and
revival.

7. Present Condition and Emerging Concerns

At present, Tapi Baori is in a fragile and partially restored condition. Restoration work was
initiated in the past by the Municipal Corporation and heritage agencies, but the process
remains incomplete. Several areas show structural cracks, loose stone blocks, and signs
of deterioration.

Temporary iron support structures have been installed in some sections, indicating the
risk of collapse if timely intervention is not undertaken. Accumulation of waste in and
around the site further threatens its integrity.

8. Challenges and Conservation Issues

« Incomplete restoration and halted conservation work
« Structural cracks in pillars, walls, and verandahs
 Risk of stone displacement and collapse

« Accumulation of garbage in surrounding areas
 Lack of regular monitoring and site management

« Limited public access due to safety concerns

9. Conservation Priorities and Structural Needs

« Immediate structural stabilisation of pillars, roofs, and walls

» Preparation of a detailed conservation plan by heritage architects and ASI experts
« Completion of stalled restoration work with appropriate funding

« Installation of safety barriers in vulnerable areas

« Regular cleaning and waste management around the site

« Inclusion of Tapi Baori in the city’s heritage tourism circuit

« Active involvement of local communities and volunteers in long-term stewardship




Toorji Ka Jhalra

Types of Water body: Jhalra (step pond)

Coordinates: Latitude: 26.296810° N, Longitude: 73.023002° E

Ward No.: 38
Landmark: opposite the Raj Hotel

Toorji Ka Jhalra

1. Introduction and Geographic Context

Toorji ka Jhalra is one of the most iconic and
historically significant water structures of
Jodhpur, Rajasthan. Located opposite the Raj
Hotel in Ward No. 35, the jhalra lies in a
densely populated area to the north-east of
Mehrangarh Fort. Despite intense
urbanisation, it remains a prominent landmark
within the historic core of the city and is
widely regarded as one of the most visually
striking stepwells in Jodhpur.

Satellite imagery of the lake in February 2026




Constructed in the 1740s, Toorji ka
Jhalra forms an integral part of Jodhpur’s
traditional water management network
that included interconnected lakes,
stepwells, and reservoirs designed to
ensure water security in an arid
landscape. Today, the jhalra functions
primarily as a protected heritage and
tourism site.

2. Historical Background and Community Memory

Historical records, genealogies, and oral traditions attribute the construction of Toorji ka
Jhalra to Maharani Tanwar Ji, during the reign of Maharaja Abhay Singh of Marwar in the
1740s. The structure was originally commissioned to ensure a reliable supply of drinking
water and was initially intended for royal use. Over time, it evolved into a significant
public water source for the surrounding settlements.

Community narratives indicate that the jhalra has never fully dried up, even during
periods of drought, and was long considered a dependable and sacred source of water.

Community member / local resident shared:

“ g9 TR T gt hoft ot avg 9 =i g

(The water of this stepwell has never completely dried up.)

These memories underline the historical resilience of the structure and its importance in
everyday urban life.

3. Structural Features and Water Architecture

Toorji ka Jhalra is constructed entirely of red sandstone and follows a rectangular plan.
The structure is characterised by three sides of descending stone steps leading down to
a deep central water shaft. The quality of stone craftsmanship, symmetry of steps, and
proportional depth demonstrate advanced Rajput-era water engineering and aesthetic
sensibility.

Multiple internal niches and openings (pols) are built into the structure, allowing light and
ventilation while also serving functional and ritual purposes. Despite the surrounding
dense habitation, the core structure of the jhalra has remained largely intact.




3.1 Technical Specifications

Type Jhalra (stepwell)

Plan Form Rectangular

Length Approximately 36.58 meters

Approximately 25 meters

Depth Over 60 meters

Construction Material Red sandstone

o Three-sided stepped access
Architectural Elements o Deep groundwater shaft
o Multiple internal pols and niches

Associated Water

Bodies Gulab Sagar, Fateh Sagar

4. Hydrology and Water Behaviour

Toorji ka Jhalra is fed by natural underground water channels and aquifers. The depth of
the structure enables long-term water storage and protection from evaporation.
Historically, the jhalra was cleaned and maintained through traditional practices,
supported by nearby institutions and settlements.

Even today, the water body is known to retain water throughout the year. During the
monsoon, rising water levels in connected water bodies such as Gulab Sagar and Fateh
Sagar contribute to an increase in the jhalra’s water level.




5. Past Uses and Social Functions

Historically, Toorji ka Jhalra served as a major source of drinking water for local residents.
It was also used for religious rituals, social gatherings, and agricultural-related activities.
The stepwell functioned as a communal space where people interacted while collecting
water, performing rituals, or resting along the steps.

Community member shared:

“ qget 39 SATeR & Ut h1 STt fiF ofik amrfies st & farg ghar am|

(Earlier, the water of this stepwell was used for drinking and social activities.)

6. Cultural and Community Significance

Toorji ka Jhalra holds strong cultural and religious significance. Rituals such as deepdaan
during Diwali, Dev Jhoolni Gyaras, and last rites (kriya-karm) are associated with the site.
A dargah located within the structure further adds to its layered religious identity.

The jhalra continues to attract local residents during festivals and tourists throughout the
year, making it a living heritage space rather than a static monument.

7. Present Condition and Emerging Concerns

At present, Toorji ka Jhalra is maintained primarily as a heritage and tourism site. Its
water is no longer used for drinking or domestic purposes. The surrounding area has
seen significant commercial development, including hotels and heritage streets,

increasing footfall and pressure on the structure.

While the interior remains relatively clean, structural stress and safety concerns have
emerged due to increased human activity.

8. Challenges and Conservation Issues

« Encroachment affecting visual and spatial integrity

» Damage to stone walls due to peepal tree roots

« Safety risks, including past drowning incidents

« Environmental stress from excessive feeding of fish

« Lack of CCTV surveillance or permanent guards

« Gradual weakening of outer walls

« Decline in water quality linked to falling groundwater levels




9. Conservation Priorities and Structural Needs

« Repair and strengthening of boundary walls

- Restoration of heritage walls and fishing platforms

« Expansion of lighting and aesthetic enhancement

« Regular scientific cleaning and maintenance

« Installation of safety grills or protective barriers

« Regulation of ritual offerings to protect aquatic life

« Improved monitoring through guards or surveillance systems

« Continued collaboration with the Municipal Corporation and local community
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Annexure-1

ATEMPLATE FOR MAPPING BY COMMUNITY/ SHG WOMEN

The following table provides a list of details to be captured about a water body. The goal is not only
to gather essential data but also to inspire community engagement and foster a deeper connection
with the water body. By understanding the value and significance of their water body, the community
is more likely to take an active role in its rejuvenation and long-term care.

S.
\\[oB

Information

Sources/
Method

Details on gathering information

Participatory
Methodology/
Tools

Purpose

water body

elders:

In case of man-made WB, ask who (person/
community) built the WB, when it was built, any|
reason why it was built there.

Who used to use the WB? For what purposes?,
Was anyone not allowed to use it?

How did it look when it was in use?

Was there any flora or fauna in and around the
water body that has greatly decreased or is not
seen now?

Since when did the WB stop being used?

What has changed about the WB? Size, land use,
flora, fauna, water quality...

Ask them to explain how they used to take care of]
the WB. What rules, practices or traditions were
followed?

In case of natural WB, ask:
Who used to use the WB? For what purposes?
Was anyone not allowed to use it?
How did it look when it was in use?
Was there any flora or fauna in and around the
water body that has greatly decreased or is not|
seen now?
Since when did the WB stop being used?

What has changed about the WB? Size, land
use, flora, fauna, water quality...
Ask them to explain how they used to take care of
the WB. What rules, practices or traditions were
followed?

Name of | Community JAsk the community members what the WB is]|Begin with Transect Identification
water body called walk then
Community
discussion
2 | Type (lake, |Community/{Specify the type. Community Identification and
pond, baoli Govt. discussion scope
etc.)
3 |Ward no. and] Community |Specify the ward and a nearby landmark Community Identification
landmark discussion
4 | Reason for | Community JAsk community members why it is called so. Is| Community To know whether the
name of the there a meaning or significance to the name? discussion name gives
water body information about the
history or significance
of the WB.
5 |History of the] Community [These questions can be targeted at community] Historical timeline Knowing the

in consultation with
community elders
Draw on paper and
then Community
discussion

Community
discussion and
FGDs

historical importance

of the WB can instil a

sense of pride in the
community.

Understanding the
how the WB was
used, and its benefits
can motivate the
current generation to
value it and work
towards maintaining
it.




S.

\\[oB

Information

Sources/
Method

Details on gathering information

Participatory
Methodology/
Tools

Purpose

6 Cultural Community JAsk if the WB is/was known for a particular| Community Same as previous
significance reason. Are any festivals or events held around] discussion and

of the WB the WB? FGDs

7 | Approximate | Community/JAsk community members. Check if the Community Useful for planning

area Govt. government has data on this. discussion purposes. Along with
the depth, it also

gives an idea about

the volume of water

8 | Approximate | Community/JAsk community members. Check if the Community Along with area, it

depth Govt. government has data on this. discussion gives an idea of the
volume of water. Also
useful in case de-
siltation needs to be
done.
9 Current  JCommunity/JCheck government records or ask community Community To know the
ownership Govt. members. discussion stakeholders and the
scope of intervention.

10 General Community JAsk community members to rate the WB as Community To understand factors

condition of clean, slightly dirty or very dirty. What seems to] discussion and that are leading to
the water be the major pollutant (algae, plastic, religious FGDs deterioration of the
body in terms waste etc.)? WB.
of
cleanliness
11 | What are the |Observation|Observe if there is any direct input of pollutants Community To understand factors
major / into the WB. Is there any sewage pipe or drain] discussion, FGDs, leading to the
reasons for | Community |pipe eliminating waste water into the WB? Are] Transect Walks, deterioration of the
the WB being people throwing waste into the WB? Are there] Resource Mapping WB.
dirty? any industries discarding waste into the WB? Is
there algae on the surface of the water?
Also ask community members if they know the
reasons why the WB is dirty.
Ask community members to draw a rough map of!
the WB and mark the sources of pollution.

12 |Status of Community JAsk community members the extent of the] Transect Walks v
catchment catchment area of the WB. Is there is any followed by
area pollution or hinderance in the area that affects the] Community

WB? discussion

13 |Seasonal Community JAsk community members at what parts of the Community To understand
trend year the WB has water and what parts of the year] discussion, FGDs, seasonal effect

it dries up. Seasonal Mapping

14 |Status of Observation|Observe if there is encroachment on the WB or infCommunity To understand factors
encroachme / its catchment area. This could be buildings,]discussion, FGDs, that are leading to
nt Community Jagricultural activities or dumping of waste. Transect Walks deterioration of the

Ask community members since when theland self- WB.
encroachment has been present. observation.

15 |Existing Community/JAsk community members if any people orfCommunity Opportunity to
operation Govt. authorities carry out any cleaning/maintenance offdiscussion and collaborate with any
and the water body? If yes, who does it? What dojFGDs existing practices of
maintenanc they do? WB maintenance.

e practices




S.

\\[oB

Information

Sources/
Method

Details on gathering information

Participatory
Methodology/
Tools

Purpose

16 | Presence of | Community JAsk community members where does water flow Community Understanding of the
inlets or into the WB from? Is it only rainwater or does a] discussion, FGDs, | sources of water is
outlets to the river or stream flow into it? Does the water from] Transect Walks required to ensure
water body. the WB then flow into another WB? that these sources
are not hindered or
polluted.
17 | Connection | Community JAsk community members if they have observed Community Since groundwater is
of WB to changes in groundwater quality coinciding with] discussion, FGDs | commonly used for
groundwater change in the quality of the water in the WB. household purposes,
a link to the
groundwater can
motivate community
to take care of the
WB.
18 | Biodiversity |Community/JAsk community members about the kinds of] Community To understand the
in and Observation]plants in and around the water body. Are they] discussion, FGDs, | flora and fauna that
around the present throughout the year or do they grow in] Transect Walks thrives in the
water body. particular seasons? Are any of them edible? microclimate created
by the WB
Ask community members what animals,
amphibians, birds and reptiles live in and around]
the water body? What varieties are present?
What are their local names? Are there birds or
butterflies that come in a particular season?
19 Current Community JAsk who uses the water or visits the WB? Community To understand the
users of discussion and community
water body FGDs stakeholders of the
WB and their
relationship with the
WB
20 | Current use | Community JAsk if the water used for any purpose? What are Community To know the uses it
of water body the purposes? discussion and serves to the
Do people visit the WB for any reason? FGDs community and
assess whether
these uses will be in
favour of WB
rejuvenation or not.
21 Vision Community JAsk community members to draw a picture of Community To know the

how they would want their WB to look and what|
they would do with a rejuvenated WB. What
would they add to the WB space? More trees?
Seating spaces? Fencing? Walking track?

discussion, FGDs

needs/desires of
community members
and to instil in them a
desire for WB
rejuvenation.




Annexure-2
ATEMPLATE FOR MAPPING BY STUDENTS

The following table provides a list of details to be captured about a water body. This list consists of

data that requires some technical capacities.

S.N
0.

Information

Sources/
Method

Details on gathering information

Purpose

1 GPS GPS Camera/JUsing GPS Camera: To locate the WB on map
coordinates Google Map |1. Download the GPS Camera app on your phone. and on ground.
2. Open the GPS Camera app and click a photo. The
coordinates will be displayed.
Using Google Maps (useful for large WBs):
1. Locate the WB on Google Maps.
2. Click a point on the WB and the coordinates will be
displayed.
2 Dimensions/ Measuring JUsing a laser measuring device (useful for small water] Useful when work needs
Perimeter tape/ Laser |bodies): to be carried out on the
measuring [ - Standing at the starting point of measurement, point your water body.
device/ laser device at a surface that is the end measurement. The
Google Earth Jlaser beam should hit this surface to get the measurement.
Pro
Using Google Earth Pro:
1. Insert the coordinates to zoom to the water body.
2. Use the Add Polygon feature to draw around the water
body.
3. The area and perimeter of the WB will be displayed in}
Measurements.
3 | Changes over | Google Earth J1. Click the ‘Historical Imagery’ tab at the top of the screen. To check seasonal
time period Pro Use the slider to go to the desired year. Changes in area,] changes and changes in
land use and drying trends can be observed. and around the water
body over the years.




About the Report

This compendium is the outcome of a systematic process of identifying and mapping public
traditional water bodies in the city of Jodhpur. It brings together oral histories and lived experiences
of local residents residing in the vicinity of these water bodies, capturing their knowledge, memories,
and interpretations of these shared resources. Through these narratives, the compendium
documents how communities have historically interacted with, depended upon, and cared for these
water bodies, offering valuable insights into their social, cultural, and ecological significance.

This work was undertaken under the ‘Community-Led Water Body Rejuvenation and Green Space
Development’ project, supported by the International Institute for Environment and Development
(IIED). The project aims to enhance climate resilience in the cities of Ajmer and Jodhpur by
preparing plans for rejuvenating traditional water bodies and developing green spaces through
community-led participatory planning. Leveraging the SECURe framework and AMRUT 2.0
guidelines, it endeavours to build the capacities of community in general and women SHGs in
particular as climate champions for sustainable water governance and ecosystem restoration
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Established in 1982, PRIA is a global centre for participatory research and training. Our mission is to
build capacities of citizens, communities and institutions, to enable vibrant, gender-equal societies.
For over four decades our efforts have been focused towards empowering citizens through
information and mobilisation, and at the same time, sensitising government agencies towards
citizens’ needs. We work towards creating a bridge between the two to ensure that the right kind of
government efforts reach the right people, at the right time
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