
1 M A K I N G   D E M O C R A C Y   W O R K   F O R   A L L 

Slide Title  Socially Responsible Higher Education in India:  
Integrating Lifelong Learning for All 

M A K I N G   D E M O C R A C Y   W O R K   F O R   A L L 

Keynote Address delivered at  
 THE 64TH ALL INDIA ADULT EDUCATION CONFERENCE 

December 13 - 15, 2023 
 

Jointly organized by: 
Indian Adult Education Association (New Delhi), Amrita Vishwa Vidyapeetham (Coimbatore), 

Gandhigram Rural Institute (Gandhigram) & Shanti Ashram (Coimbatore) 
 
 

 
 

Dr. Rajesh Tandon 
Founder-President, Participatory Research in Asia (PRIA) 

Co-Chair, UNESCO Chair in Community-Based Research and  
Social Responsibility in Higher Education 

   
 



2 M A K I N G   D E M O C R A C Y   W O R K   F O R   A L L 

Redefining Missions of Higher Education 

• From Teaching to enabling learning 
 

• From Research to Knowledge Production & mobilization 
 

• From Extension to Engaged Partnership 
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National Education Policy Framework 2020 

• Flexible, multi-disciplinary, education 
 

• Socially responsible global citizenship 
 

• Competencies for work, self & society 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Guidelines for Fostering Social Responsibility & Community  
Engagement in Higher Education Institutions in India 2.0 
https://www.ugc.gov.in/pdfnews/4187860_Revised-Final-Guidelines.pdf  
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Global Policy Consensus 

• Societal actors & transdisciplinarity 
     UNESCO World Higher Education Conference (WHEC) 2022 

 
• Multiple epistemologies 
     UNESCO Open Science Recommendations 2021 

      
• Transformative Knowledge for Just & Sustainable Futures 
     30th Anniversary Celebrations of the UNITWIN/UNESCO Chairs Programme 2022 
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Trajectories of Practical Initiatives 

• Integrate learning in & with society 
 

• Promote a culture of Life-long learning 
 

• Innovate pathways for inclusion: beyond skilling & 
    professional development 
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Reach us! FACEBOOK 

@pria.india; 

UNESCOchairCBR  

TWITTER 

@Rtandon_PRIA; 

@UNESCOchairCBR; 

@PRIA_India  

INSTAGRAM 

@pria.india, 

@UNESCOChairCBRSR  

Dr. Rajesh Tandon: 

rajesh.tandon@pria.org   

Websites: 

www.pria.org     

www.unescochair-cbrsr.org   

Youtube: 
https://www.youtube.com/user/PRIAIndia 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJpmb7ZyuLt

W9jkaYbp6Ztw   
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