
1M A K I N G   D E M O C R A C Y   W O R K   F O R   A L L

Slide Title Socially Responsible Higher Education: 
Re-Engaging with Society

M A K I N G   D E M O C R A C Y   W O R K   F O R   A L L

Keynote address delivered at the 46th EAIR Forum

Sustainability, Resilience and Well-being

hosted by University College Cork, Ireland

 August 23, 2024

Dr. Rajesh Tandon
Founder-President, Participatory Research in Asia (PRIA)

Co-Chair, UNESCO Chair in Community-Based Research and 
Social Responsibility in Higher Education

 



2M A K I N G   D E M O C R A C Y   W O R K   F O R   A L L

UNESCO Recommendation on Open Science 2021

      

UNESCO Recommendation on Open Science
Adopted on November 23, 2021
Click here to read: http://tinyurl.com/rewbxf69 

• Open engagement of societal actors

• Open dialogue with other 
     knowledge systems

http://tinyurl.com/rewbxf69
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Recommendations from WHEC 2022

Knowledge-driven Actions: Transforming Higher Education for Global Sustainability, prepared by 
Independent Expert Group on the Universities and the 2030 Agenda, UNESCO, 2022

May 18 – 20, 2022 (Barcelona, Spain)

https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000380519
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Transdisciplinary modes of knowledge

Transdisciplinarity is Knowledge Democracy
Blog by Dr. Rajesh Tandon
Published online by International Science Council, June 2023

https://sn.council.science/blog/transdisciplinarity-is-knowledge-democracy/ 

Looking at the Future of Transdisciplinarity
Matthias Kaiser & Peter Gluckman
Discussion Paper, Centre for Sciences Future, International Science Council, April 2023
https://tinyurl.com/yev8axrd 

• Diversity of disciplines

• Inclusion of societal actors

https://sn.council.science/blog/transdisciplinarity-is-knowledge-democracy/
https://tinyurl.com/yev8axrd
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Stronger proactive presence in society

• Community Organizations

• Local Business Associations

• Civil Society Groups

• Workers’ Organizations

• Media

• Local Governments

Higher Education in the World 6 – Towards a Socially Responsible University: Balancing the 
Global with the Local, Global University Network for Innovation (GUNi), 2017
https://www.guninetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/download_full_report.pdf 

https://www.guninetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/download_full_report.pdf
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Fostering dialogues with diverse ways of knowing

• Learning from Community Knowledge
 
• Bridging Knowledge Cultures

Lepore, W., Hall, B. & Tandon, R. (2024). Bridging Knowledge Cultures: Rebalancing Power in 
the Co-Construction of Knowledge. Brill, Leiden, The Netherlands. 
https://brill.com/display/title/69418?language=en 

https://brill.com/display/title/69418?language=en
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Engaged learning in situ

- Designing curriculum relevant 
     to context

- Planning on the streets, not in 
classroom

Hall, B. & Tandon, R. (2021). Socially Responsible Higher Education: International Perspectives

on Knowledge Democracy. Brill Sense, Leiden, The Netherlands.

https://brill.com/edcollbook-oa/title/59847?language=en
https://brill.com/edcollbook-oa/title/59847?language=en
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Reach us!

FACEBOOK
@pria.india; 
UNESCOchairCBR 

TWITTER
@Rtandon_PRIA; 
@UNESCOchairCBR; 
@PRIA_India 

INSTAGRAM
@pria.india, 
@UNESCOChairCBRSR 

Dr. Rajesh Tandon 
rajesh.tandon@pria.org

Websites:

www.pria.org    

www.unescochair-cbrsr.org  

YouTube:

https://www.youtube.com/user/PRIAIndia 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJpmb7ZyuLtW9jkaYbp6Ztw  

mailto:rajesh.tandon@pria.org
http://www.pria.org/
http://www.unescochair-cbrsr.org/
https://www.youtube.com/user/PRIAIndia
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJpmb7ZyuLtW9jkaYbp6Ztw
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